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PREFACE. 

QO maby Englifli travellers have of late pub- 
^ lifted their remarks in their refpe&ivetour* 
through Spain, that it is not without the uttttoft 
deference that the prcfent Letters are offered 
to the public; as not only the moft remarkable 
obje&s in that kingdom have been fully defcri* 
bed, but we have moreover had catalogues of 
greek and latin books in libraries, lifts of pic- 
tures, and circomftantial accounts of buildings, 
both Roman, Gothic and Saracenic, annexed to 
the various incidents of trtveIling.-^Aiiother 
writer has had recotftfe to the very rocks and 
mountains, has dug into the bowels of the 
earth, and vifiied the mines, deferibing the 
fubterraneous kingdoms of nature, as well as 
the various trees and plants that cover the fur- 
face of that cxtenfivc country, What <hen re- 
mains to the prefent writer? or how can he 
flatter hibifetf with prefenting arty new matter 
worthy '. die attention of his readers, that will 
* ftrind the teft, before the piercing eye of criti- 
cjftn ? . yet.methiniks whatever may have been 
the Oatrfe, whether from bad roads, wretched 
inqs^w.^xtraytigant price of provifiofns, in the 
<oWfe.-frf thefe different peregrinations; the 
friwtftiun of ParnaflUs has not been viGtedby the 
curious traveller, and the fpanifli muTe has tun- 
Aa ed 
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cd her lyre without being difturbed by the 
unhallowed ftep of the rambling ftranger.— 
Should this be the cafe, and that the author 
fhould have preferred the Caftalian fpring to 
the tempting juice of the La Mancha grape, he 
ftill claims indulgence for the many imperfec- 
tions of the following fketch, while he truly 
dreads the charge of intoxication from thefe 
{hallow draughts ! * at the fame time he ac- 
knowleges to have takotf rather a curfory 
view of Don Quixote's library, and fome poems 
are not mentioned fuch as the Aufiriada of 
John Rufo, The Tears of Angelica y The Fortune 
cf Love of Antonio Lofrafco of Sardinia, with 
fome others praifed by Cervantes. However 
tranfient, the merit of thefe may have been, 
it is not fo with an ingenious and bur- 
lefque poem intitled the Mojchea by Jofeph de 
Villaviciofa, which fhould not be forgotten, 
though not particularly mentioned in this 
work: the poet has defcribed with infinite 
humour and pleafantry the inconveniences ari- 
fing from that troublefome infeft the mofchet- 
to : » a new edition of it was lately publiflied 
at Madrid and dedicated to our ambaflador 
then at that court, Lord Grantham, evidently 

* See Pope's Eflay on Criticifin. 

manifefting 
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maftifefting in the perfon of that accornpliflied 
nobleman, a fenfibility of the impartial and re- 
fined Judgment of the Britiih nation, of 
which the fpanifli mufe feemed defirous to 
court the particular favour and applaufe. 

It has been faid by a great and learned french 
writer " that the Spaniards have but one book, 
and that one, fhews the ridicule of all the others/ 9 
How far fiich a general reflection appears (train- 
ed and tindtured with national prejudice, I (hall 
leave to others toconfider : — wifliingtareverfe 
fo fevere a fentence, I now ftand before the court 
of Apollo, and petition for a hearing. Can we 
avoid doing that juftice to the furprifing ge- 
nius of Lope de Vega, the contemporary, and 
in a manner rival, of our immortal Shakefpeare; 
or can we refufe encomiums to the learned and 
unfortunate Quevedo ? to whom we may fairly 
apply the lines of Pope in favour of one of 
our own poets. x 

To him the wit of Greece and Rome was known. 
And ev'ry author's merit but his own. / 

To thofe who may be pleafed with poetical 
numbers, a few fpecimens are added of the dif- 
ferent kinds of Spanifti verfification. With re- 
fpe& to the judgement paffed on the feveral 

poets, 
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poets, I have followed the opinions df their 
own countrymen, and I further acknowledge 
toy particular obligations for this purpofe, to 
two Spanifh academicians, ifon Lewis Jofeph 
Velazquez, Knt. of the order of St. Jarftes, in 
las Eflfey on Spaniih poetry ; and to the new 
Spanifh Parnaffiw, of Don John Jofeph Lopez de 
Sedano, Kht of the order of Carlos Tercero; as 
well as to the pofthumous Memoirs intended 
for the hiftbry of posefty and Spanilh podts, by 
the late father Sarmiento* a learned Benedic- 
tine, from whofe valuable ^writings I have fe- 
lefted much information : dill the field is lb 
ample that a great deal remains unexplored : 
I have in a manner only traced the flcdeton of 
a .gigantic -figure, whofe proportions! like the 
Farnefiaa hercules, are more eafily. admired, 
than defcribedr If therefore from want of abi- 
lities equal to the fubje£t, lam deficient j.l (hall 
think myfelf amply rewarded, if on the ^hoje, \t> 
may not be thought;, I have already faidtoo 
much, and that I do not fall under the imputa- 
tion mentioned by Swift of fome writers, when 
he lays, " The m6ff accompliiheci way of 
ufirig books at prefeht is, to Terye them as Tome 
do lords', learn their titles, arid then brag of their 
.acquaihfaiice." - ' 



t E T t E & S 

f . > - 

O N T H E 

R I O" I N 

OF 

SPANISH POETRY. 

LETTER 1. 

Wyhgt to Barcelona.— College of froiadours.—* 

Caftilian language defer ibed. 
. DEAR SIR, 

B A R C EL ONA, 2d MA Y, 1778. 

WHEN I took my leave of you 
at Genoa, and embarked 
in an Englifli veffei for Barcelona t 
I- left, you reading Petrarch. You 
may recoiled I informed you how 
much that illuftrious poet had con- 
tributed to polifh and improve the 
Poetry of Spain, .where he had nu- 
merous admirers, as well as imita- 
B tors, 
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tors, who introduced his metre into 
their language, though hot without 
oppofition at firft, frdm national pre- 
judice. 

You acquainted me that you had 
already begun to read Don Quixote 
in its original language, and the ce- 
lebrated Spanifli translation of the 
Aminta of Taflb, by Jaiifegui, % found 
in Don Quixote's library, and fo 
highly praifed by "Cervantes. You 
requefted my opinion concerning the 
Poetry of Spain, with foirie informa- 
tion relating to their Poets, the Ciriie 
when they flduriflied, and Where their 
works were printed/ Senfible How 
unequal 'I am to the talk, Ipromifed 
however to give you in the courfb of 
my tour, a flight fketch of the Ori- 
gin and Progrefs of national Poetry 

in 
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in that kingdom, to trace its viciffi- 
tudei through' the; mazes of hiftoiy 
and conqu^ft, after the i'rrupt J k>n of 
the northern hive, and fucceeding 
itlvafion of the Saracens ; finally, its 
improvement from the Trobadours, 
as well as flourifhing ftale under the 
kings of Caftile: particularly after 
tticy had driven out the Moors and 
difcpvertd a new world, furhHhing 
additional fcenes to the fancy of the 
poet, and unexplored regions Jto the 
elegant pen of the hiftorian. 

I arrived, at this famous city after 
a pleafant paffage of feven days. Our 
veffel was filled with a motley collect 
tton of paffeftgers, confifting of Spa- 
nifli tumblers returning to Valencia, 
Italian adreffes and fidlers, recruit- 
♦ ■ . B s ing 
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ing ferjeants, pilgrims; and friars/ 
As the weather was fine, we were- 
continually- entertained upon deck 
with the fhrill fife of the foldier, the 
jarring found of a diflbnant guitarre»: 
the din of the caftanets, with the 
fandango dance, and the love fongs. 
of the aclreffes ; all : which were occa- 
fionaljy interrupted by the, grave dif- 
courfe Of a venerable friar, who had 
lived many. years at Rome, and was. 
now returning- home wrapt up in. 
monadic forms and regulations. — 
We had fome blowing weather in 
croffing the gulph of Lyons, that 
gave a paufe to our mirth; but the 
fea became fmooth like glafs, as we 
drew near to Barcelona, when the 
pleafing fight Qf the coaft, with the 
verdant hills in the blooming May, 

enraptured 
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enraptured the eye, while the fan- 
ning breezes wafted us forward, and 
our chearful companions made this 
little voyage the moft pleafant I had 
^ver performed ? thus we entered the 
harbour in triumph, amidft the exul- 
tations of puf jolly 'bacchanalians, 
who inade the hills echo with their 
vociferation. « - • 

So much for mufic. Let xbe now 
return to the poets, for I am already 
on claffic ground, and the feat of the 
mufes.; . It was in this city that a 
college wasj firft founded for the Tro- 
badours, who y#re .fettled here to- 
wards, th$ end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, by John the jft king of Aragon, , 
who fent a folemn embaffy to^ France 
fai the purpofe, defiring affiftance 
B 3 from 
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froiri : the fociety 'bf'Trobadcmrs at' 
Thouloufe, in* order to introduce the 
Gayd Sciencia into Spain/ a reqtieft ' 
whifch was immediately granted ; and 
two principal peifons* were ferit to 
Barcelona, : where they formed an 
eftablifhment: but before I take up 
the Pdets, I mud fay a few words con- 
cerning the language, as the ground- 
work on which this fuperftrudure 
was to r -Be raifed. 

... . . » ( t > . 

^JPhe common language of Spain is • 
called r GaJUlian; or Rvmdnce. - This is * 
what -is- printed in books, and fpok- 
en -at courts ahd-lrf the ; uriftfeift- •• 
tre8r.o The city tof Toledo ty§s confi- 
dei«6d £h^ftandUr<l, When the feficterice 
of-the'iiionarchs; ^but how Madrid 
undoubtedly bears Mhe palm. Ifhis- 

ci'^u ? : is 
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is the language that prevails in the 
two Cfcftiles, Leon, Aragop, Eftretn^ 
^ra^ ^ndalufia, Navarre, Rioj a and 
the, i^oiintai^s. oJT Bjifgos ; in all 
winch, places it is common, r with 
more or lefs purity, attended, with 
an accent called Tonillo, but with-« 
joi^tzyiy y^riety of dialed. . , It is not 
£9 10 A^ujriasj GraliQia, Yaljeiicia and 
Jp^ta^pflia, whjefe they have a pro- 
vincial dialed, infomuch tjiat the 
jQ^ftiliafi .lattgua§^.is-not univ^rfal, 
though generally well ur^erftopd,, 
a^. written ip 3II parts, except 
jn. &e iqqur^nsof Navarre 3 ^n4 
pifcay^ wherjs.it is .neither, fp,c&.cn, 
written, no,r und^rf^ood by, the pom- 
jnoja p,e,ople>" w^o. haye a. different 

wiUh.the Caftjljan.; b^t tjiis as not 
B4 the 
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the cafe in Catalonia, Valencia, and 
Galicia, the diaieds of which are cor? 
rttptions of the latin as welt as thfc 
Caftilian ; of courfe the affinity of 
the latter has been: clofer f . $nd it$ 
progrefe more extenfive. . 

From fuch a diverfity of diale&s it 
is natural to fuppofe that no modern 
language abounds more than the 
'Spanifh with foreign expreffioris, off- 
ing to the variety of nations thathave 
-vifited-'tftat kingdom, conquered it, 
or become" fubje& to its dominion ; 
tvhich makes it difficult to trafce the 
origin of its words, arfd has fwelled 
the clicfcbnaly of the Spanifh acade- 
my to' fix volumes in fofio; which is 
yet thought fo deficient, that the firft 
"yolume" has been' reprinted with cortr 

fiderable 
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fiderable additions, for whoever at* 
tempts an etymological work of thi$ 
jiature, muft, exclufive of modern 
languages, pofTefsf a rich fund of ori- 
ental literature, added to a perfed 
knowledge of latin and greek, a judge- 
ment of which may be formed from 
the fpecimen exhibited by the learn- 
ed Gobarruvias(a). - If then we fup- 
jiofe the Spanifh language to be di- 
vided into 100 parts, fixty muft be 
allotted to latin, ten to greek, ten to 
the goths and northern natrons, teti 
hebrewand arabic, 'and ten germ an/ 
Italian, and french, with the new 
words imported from the Eaft and 
^eft-Indies, 

(p) Ttforq' de U Iengua Caftellana o Efpanola, por 

Don Sebaflia« de Gobarru yias Orozco. Madrid, 1 6 u • 

• r 

•In 
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XfK the - year* 13 qq there were five 
jptional languages fpoken in Spain, 
viz* the Qa(UlK»n, ^emofin, Pprtu- 
$uei?, GaUcian,, . and Bifcayari, ip 
♦heir relpeeliye provinces.; while the 
following dead languages were e<juat- 
Jy common, via, the hebre.w amongit 
^e JSewsi, the arabic amongft the M*r 
hometansy and the latin and greek a* 
A\ongft v the Chrfftja/is. ^Idrgte has 
-Iftirly , proved in his £>qoK on tfre 
• }\ Origin of the -Caftilian language," 
.that it never, exifted as a d^Uncl lan- 
guage prjo* to the inyafion of the 
jg^hs, and t%a l ft °we4 it? origin to a 
jporrnption. from thf latin., though the 
exa& time, could not be fixed. §?•» 
veral parchment infcriptions and po-i 
ems having been difcovered and dug 
up in Granada in the fixteenth cen-* 
tftry,weakly attributed to St. Cecilius 

ad& 
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a #ffipie of St. j*roes,, aj$.fuppofe4 
to be coeval w#h the days of the a^ 
poftles; yet ^vrittep in $^e: $$*anifli 
laflgwgeHhel^ww- alleged, wjth aq 
intemperate ?eal ajpinft ^djrete, 
w^Qi dreading the iron hand of fu« 

cft# the blind, nQtj#ns $f jai$ <x>untry« 
jnen, unwilling; at thje. foaif time tQ 
give np his opinion t he&H.uppu thi$ : 
^ngujar device j, " that thefe writings 
j^erp delivpredijQ,^^roph^t^c ftrain»" 
a^vd thus avoided the conteft. Thefe 
HiOJimments qf grofsand bigated cre» 
dulity were carefully fcnt to Rome tp 
be examined, where they have fince 
bfien finally condemned, and the bju- 
finefs is now at an end (a). We need 

(a) Bapebrochius, in bis tife of Ferdinand the 
ftint, for the 30th of May, Uas given a (jill accouqt 
of thefe Granada poems 5 even «he reading of them 

not 
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not then be furprifed at their igno- 
rance in other matters delating to the 
antiquities and hiftory of their coun^ 
try. Father Sarmiento, a learned be- 
nedi&ine, complains, th^t there are * 
feveral hebrew and arable books, re- 
lating to Spain, with which his own 
countrymen are totally unacquaint- 
ed ; . adding that Albupharage was J 
tranflated by an Engjifhman, Elmacin 
by a Dutchman, and the Geographia 
Nubienfis by a Marbnite, being all a* 
rabic compofitions, which, without 
abfolutely belonging to Spanifti hift- 
ory, are replete with a variety of mat- 
ter that greatly ferves to illuftrate 
its hiftory and geography. But let 

was prohibited in 1641; and they were finally conr 
demned in 1682. "Memorias para la hifloria 4e la 
Poefia y Poetas Efpanoles, Por El Rmo. P.' M» 
Martin Sarmiento. Madrid, 1775*" 

me 
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me not involve you in fuch a chaos. I 
Ijave already exercifed your patience 
and let me rather entertain you with 
this agreeable climate, fo particu- 
larly inviting at this Jfeafon of the 
year. 

I have made an excurflon to the 
famous mountain of Mohtferrat, the 
wonder of naturalifts, which our'en- 
glifh travellers in Spain have fuf* 
ficiently defcribed; I fpeak of it on* 
ly fo a poetical flyle, as it has been 
celebrated in heroic verfe by Chrifto- 
pher de Virues of Valencia, whofe 
poem of Monferrate I fend you here- 
with, which makes it unnecefTary for 
me to add any more on the fubje£. 
You may remember this pdem wa$ 
alfo in Don Quixote's library, and 

prefer ved 
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preferved. from the flames. Should 
this fifrd you reading that incompara- 
ble romance, obferve that I have juft 
been oii the fpot near the walls of 
this city; where the Bachelor Sanfon 
Carrafco, alias the intrepid Caballero 
de la Blanca Luna, overthrew in tingle 
combat the unfortunate hero of La 
Mancha, und gave the finiflring ftroke 
to his extravagant adventures. 



Adieu. 
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Latin poets in Spain after the conquejt cf thfi, 
. Romans 7 and unier the Goths. 



; BARCELONA, 12th MAY, 177&., 

AS you proposed to fet out im- 
mediately for England, and 
to pafs with ; the utraoft expeditiqa 
through France,' I hope I fliall foon 
hear of your fafe arrival, as it will 
be fome time before I can join 
you. Whatever may be the novel* 
ties and pleafure arifing from travel^ 
the mind naturally preponderates to- 
wards home, and I feldom pafs a day 
without calling *a wiftfyl eye towards 
England, and enjoying, in private* 

the 
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the pleafing expectation of returning 
to my own country, and once more 
with -rapture, to hail fair. Britannia ! 

I flpd/fince t caitte here, that I 
had a narrow efcape, and that if t 
had been longer at fea, and obliged by 
any accident, to put into Marfeilles, 
our fliip would have been feized and 
burfelves become the dupes of a per- 
fidious and inveterate enemy ! but 
thank God we have had the good 
fortune to avoid their deceitful wiles.' 

* 

Having mentioned to you the de- 
feat of the hero of La Mancha, you 
will perhaps expeft from this place a 
fcene on the gallies, fimilar to the 
one defcribed in fo lively a manner 
in Don Quixote, but thofe day's 

are 



SPANISH iPOETHY. 1; 

are paftaf: Barftetoiaa ; the harbour 
has long finciebieejiclidaked iip^ with 
fand ; the pbos oflfet-ed^o reme- 
dy this defecl. -ihave besti Tejetfed; 
aqd t^pugh .fche \cjty iin^fortLfcaw 
Jately been b^autifed, i this .pikf e . is 

onjly fjww& e &tot&*i& yc&}^i«i»* 
the -^feBj^iIKN&uftrl^'iibfblfiafe 
gftU&lt . forweriry [the steigor .of th* 
Mdors, is noy* converted .into j-aifobrw 
dery of cannon, where I have feen 
djem-foufy afe,:Vrpi&s: The-Tcoi^firs 
are . ;yreti apprised of this ftlifcipikw; 

for thexlay Jefltere^JBa^eetoa^Ifew 
two of their 'cruifers Aandclofc in £<a 
the mouth of th$ harbpuf,' with »a 
exultkig in4ifljw«ncq. ; , ^ \ :: ( ; >,; . • * 

I haye fpent my^ifle,v«iy tgn&ai 

bly in ^his plac$, amj ljave fcefeajftfles 

C veral 
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vend, chearful parties in the neigh* 
bouxhood. I haVe laid in a provk 
fion of good Afataro wine, which is a 
red wine little inferior to Port, and- 
oonfideralply cheaper, and have had 
thepleafure to drink your health ia 
a bumper of exccVttiitSitges, by ftr 
the beft of all the • Oatalonian wines, 
whick'in«jgenieral'i ha;ve a roughnefs, 
with ai. certain gmitdettrroir, 

r\ . '/,:/! i L • Jii., c- • :• { • • '• •■ 

-. Ffrevioo* to my departure fai'Vaw 
len^ia, V 'fefuriie VnyfaVdurite fubjecl; 
and I efi terrain yoii' with the port's 
after ; tfee-cbnqueU of the Romans, 
atid tatfder the ! Goths, as introduc- 
tory to what P^fiVall 1 fay of ; the 1 
Caftilian mufe when I come to il- 
lttftrate |ls different ' eras,.- under its 
monarch^ till the fucceffiori of a 
I-:-/ > *• french 
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french prince to the throne of Spain. 
I (hall point out the various Cancio- 
neros, or loUeclions, that have been 
made of .the Poets, the Spanifh 
trahflations of the greek and latin 
daffies, and italian poets, as well as 
the Spanifh writers who have pro* 
feffionally treated of the art, • 

We read that the natives- were 
fond ofpoetry time immemorial, and 
cultivated it with Angular - delight. 
Silius Italicus relates, that the peo- 
ple ' of Galicia corapofed and fung 
Veifes in their original tongue. Stra-* 
bo extols the ingenuity of the Turde- 
tbtfi and'fiys that they had hiflories- 
and poems, as well as laws written' 
in' verfe, when it was firft applied, as 
Horace fays, to foften the manners, 
C 2 and 
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and introduce ofccfeif and dooonyto inr 
to civil fodety* .As to the priittui^d 
IftoguagQ ofiiSpaia w< ate Jlitt>ii> U» 
cfotk *. cencotaing ; it/ J i£ite give •. it a. 
gicefe drphoawciaimiri^inal, afittiiiflTi 
genius, o£; ppctry wiiT riaftwratty fata 
low; if it fhonkld bejtNwnptifcd to chiu 
hebrew, which, iieidibr^wm^r I u*H 
derftand, I muft refer you to a learn- 
ed fcriMib ; JWf laitf. *fit; w We refiwed 
a»& c>|i«ii^»fte : vf#raf e •indftplcriffte 
a. jg$ Wsa flftJ^.potttypf fhfct pejtypfte* 
-oxr jf{) i.c r ii .">:;•''■: c: .) : f- ! .■uiliil 

fe#t $f v && *&*i%fe j . ^a$us;Juliu$;#y»tf 
giRW:<*«5fefed^aQ pf;4«gu^ *»& 

9 M*^ ^ i« AM iter b»€} the alitor <£ 
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die attroiiomieat poetry thai §6ies un- 
der hifii hattik -In the fante age flow 
riffaed Sexfiiius Hena, • or~ whom Se* 
ne<ta f^iaks t»«t indifferently taxing 
hi^ ttftrrbewag more- ihgettieu* thaii 
te&^nedy #fi<£fo flighty arM Unequal 
Withfe**,' tto-'hei'feem^d! to fall in- 
to cheJ.boiwbaft T 3nd fort fan which 
Ckero stakes ©otioe of itf-' ih% £oet4 
of G&r&ava,' who perhaps had ape* 
culterf ty of> ma&ner a*** d«ftien, fuch. 
as evelh Livy the hiftdr&ft eduld not 
diveft tamfetf <& ! Thfc^ky- 6f ;6e*t 
dova prodtfce ji ihree good poets un- 
tie* lhat rndttflstf Neib, the 1*6 Serie>- 
cats and -'Effltiufc The tragedies <£ 
Seneca are the only latito-ofeg* extant 
tfi ihe aftdcttts. Martial o$ Bilbilis, 
-nOW Banlbola in Aragon, lived un- 
ide* Dorakiai*,' Hfe rottidotts feveral 
*' : ;' C3 other 
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other poets that made a figure in his 
days; fuch as Unicus, his kinfqaan, 
whofe brother was alfo a poet, Cani- 
us of Cadiz, Decianus of Merida, and 
Licianus alfo of Bilbili*. From this 
time down to the emperor Conftan- 
tine, the poetic vein feems to have 
greatly declined. Juvencus, a prieft, 
put the gofpel into hexameter verfe, 
and was the firft ecclefiaftical bard. 
Arator tranflated the a&s of the apof- 
$les into hexameters, and was follow- 
ed by Sedulius. Latintfs Pacatus, in 
a panegyric on the emperor Theodo- 
£us,- declares, that Spain abounded 
in valiant foldiers, eloquent orators, 
and excellent poets. St. Jerome 
fpeaks of Aquilius Severus, a Spanilh 
poet; who flourifhed under Valenti- 
nian. Prudentius, who lived in the 
v ' fourth 
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fourth century, ' is equally read far 
the harmony of his numbers, as for 
the information he gives of tjie church 
hiftory of his time. 

We now come to the fifth century, 
when the favage goth overrun the 
dominions of Spain ; though we 
muft not charge thefe invaders with 
the ignorance^ and barbarity of the 
age, or make them the only def- 
poilers of that tafte which the ro- 
mans had left with the Spaniards. 
A* more powerful caufe operated on 
the mind : The gloom of fuperftkion 
univerfally prevailed, the ecclefiaf- 
tic poet full of holy zeal for religion, 
was afraid to break in on its myfte- 
ries, and his genius was cramped ; 
without a fpark of poetic fire he writ 
C4 r' Kymns 
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Journey to Valencia. Latin Poetry under the 
„ Saracens., Library of Don Gregorio Mayans. . 
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VALENCIA, 22nd MAY, 177I 

H £ badnefs of roads,' the 



want of poft-hpjfes and car* 
images with the inconvenience of mi- 
ferable inns, are common topics for 
travellers in this country ; hut we muft 
attribute it rather to their gothic laws 
an<J bad policy of government, than 
to the natural difpofition of the peo- 
ple, 'Till the old tenures are abo- 
Jifhed, as well as the variety of (hack- 
les with which induftry is fettered, 
the traveller muft bear every thing 

with 



t ^ 
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with patience ; for otherwife, he on- 
ly offers an idle and ufelefs conv- 
plaint ! In every town and village 
the privilege of keeping an inn be- 
longs to the lord of the manor or the 
corporation. If a private perfon with- 
out authority was to make the at- 
tempt he would incur a fevef£ penal- 
ty, and be immediately puniflied. 
Thus the privileged in nholdet: fleeces 
the paffeoger with impunity, that he 
may pay an exorbitant rent to the land- 
lord, befides a considerable premium 
at entrance. In many places this 
occupation is deemed a public office, 
which every one in his turn is obliged 
todifcharge, fometimes for a term of 
three years. When the lot happens 
{o fall ofc an- indigent peafant, what 
comfort can be found under his 

roof? 
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loaf? : JHi^wcan -fach an inn be pro* 
dieted wUh fu*mtur*y and: what fort 
of beds j are to be expelled from a . 
man, . who wrapped up in his cloak 
has flept all his life on the ground ? 
But this is not all t • prbyifions are a- 
noAef monopoly. It wtould be high-* 
ly criihirial fbf aft iflhikeepw to* have 1 
a lardef,;of even WtneUn hti sella* ; 
every thing miift be purehafecl at ap- 
pointed places, where the wearte'd 
traveller nvuft go or fend his (ervaftts; 
and even then feldora finds what he 
wants; at.thefe places, difdain and 
fcornis the leafl. he is to expert, added 
to the reception of an enemy rathef 
than a friend, "attd he eurfes t?he tend* 
lord, his houfe, &nd 4iis country ; fof 
which reafon the flaWves^ wfio'kno'W 
what they have to expect, feldtfm ftif 

from 



SPANISH :ME-£RY. %9 

from home, junkfs m'g^dbyjthfrutmoft 
nece(£ty> by tyh*ch ntearts the country 
i$.tinh0fpitable ; , aad the: /traveller a* 
x&tAoh at a lofs..4f-m-*fcft defirwiof 
Arabia. • • •'!' ^ t •-,'» . '..v : 

t ; . .. . - "I ..•.',■ , 

j ; j / j .• i . • j • * .••'■ 

.,> ifacjey thoTe .forbidding, cixcum- 
ftatices, . anjpiated, by that' infatiabid 
piflion, cur&fity^ J hue&ajctniage 
at Barcelona, drawn by nniiesyl.ha.v^ 
ing •^•eviQuuy . provided Lourfetf . with 
a kettle, kniibpifoxk, anAJpooiiy 
napkins, and a little flock of coffee, 
flhoGQla.te,. .*ea, fiigar, ; fec.y^itri a 
GMnp-bed, and, othen field jequipage * 
tfouftl.fajftctf forthJn queil o£ adverw 
m.tes, haying obtained a. permit from 
thfi Gaptaia-geqer.ai of the. province 
to, ;tr^ej; with fire-arms, which was 
&ftifte<Hn my paflport, and in this 
• '«!..; manner, 
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manner, travelling at the* rate of 
about twenty miles a day, I arrived 
happily at this* plea fa nt city, delight- 
fully fituated near the lea, in a beau- 
tiful vale, fo highly eft'eemed by the 
Moors, that they fondly conceived 
pasradife rx> be feated in that part of 
heaviest which bangs Over it. No 
wondttothm if the poetic vein fhould 
partakeui>#4he happy influence of the 
climate,, and the Valencian mufc be 
fa xctnaifcably infpired. . ■ '.:~<>. 
. . j !•> :-:..-.,. j. ;■- - • .• ; t 

£ Inimy.Hft tetter I am afraid I 
pverppwpiieU; you -With dulnefe, iw 
wandering through the dark ages of 
gothici barbarity shd ignorance • We 
now diaw-' near to anlOTe brilliant 
epochk, the invafion of Spain by the" 
Saracens in the eighth ceiitury$ which 
. - broughl 
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brought akout a 1 further revolution' in 
the underftariding of men, as well as 
in dominion'; fince with the arts and 
fcienees, the Arabs in traduced a new 
Arain of imagery- to enliven the fancy 
of the poet* the mufe partook of its 
bold metapfct6rand'l0fty flight, robed 
in the fpletidld "garb of ificlion, decked 
with oriental ipearl : , and heightened 
with all ; the powers of imagination I 
Without 'tracing ihe remote origin of 
poetry from : the Tongs ©f4he gothic 
bards or tHeiflaridicfcalds* the po- 
etical field becomes animated, and 
the Rhunic > enchantments feeble 
and dim, when compared with the 
boiuidlefs luxuriance. x>f the EafU 
however, we' mu ft not lofe fight of 
the latin' mufe, when in queft of her 
Caflilian defcendant, but once more 

behold 



fe#h&U : . b$*. with hej: difticveljf4 
tacltfe* /xiifgui&d under gctfhip drape^ 
iyjc Amongfl Hfeefe \ya$ -rhepdolphus; 
bi&op of Orlean$. in ,t4?e e^gh^h cffct 

poeito bayft heejrjipvtbjiftied; j» f rapoe 
bycfa^et Sirn?qnd : *i*o{e of Alyaw 
&> 'C^diwro,:***. ; tlte pfcntk.'ccmwy, 
4nd of^Giprfeft, /lf£fanpri*ft.,Bf (taft 
tea; higBftibSen prejer^tf 4^r 3p^tR 
liy nl# <4ai*>fetfcof;;iFk|ff>ft-; » ; JteattlW* 
radnk arid i<$elekrat<$J jan^ustfy -^ 

W?r© it ndsfefiMiyi* J could; fopp t ^y 
lh*Ui{k;fem#toha* Mm&sp<mty kmo 

•Ajtftlinfeflitfifivtf^ .brea&vAiyarq <g 
Gbrdorfr ^MlWftlarJy ipteks ,of ; it, .#$ 
ajlxatinoffcrnftiement andjipaiUine, ifl 
which $iolK(ilj}giu$ and i)im^lf had, 
wafledmUwh of their yctftb* h is frgifl 
thcfc writers, and the imperceptible 
..? i decay 



SPANISH POtfRT. 33 

<decay of tht latin tongue; Aart we 
mud trace th<i firft dawn of the 6a-<' 
Lilian mtilcl ; conc€Kning which fc 
iaean to ettfert&in yo«V when I have 
ranged a link forthe* ir* this delight- 
ful fpot, and 1 beheld the variety dl 
iandfeapes, with which the bounteous 
Band of nature hsls every where ew-» 
riched this efcaitoiflg arid beautiful 
country. .*'"•■' - -'\ 

•\ * • * * 

; fti the cdttrfe- of my rifmSfes amidfl 
■orange grdvefc'; immerife 1 plantation* 
of mulberry trees, and various plea* 
fant gardens* I have; in vaii* fought 
for the Olmra de Patencia, mention- 
ed in Don Quixote. That famous 
and venerable tree* celebrated by flo- 
fil games arid rural fpbrts, now ex- 
Is no more, : though the oliv£ is cul- 
D tivated 
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tivated with the greaten affiduity an4 
yield* excellent oil. Hearing that 
there was a veflel in the road of 
Valencia, bound for England, I have 
fent you ajar pf oil ; and fome excel- 
lent olives, which though perhaps not 
fo lufcious as thofe from Andalufia, 
tha.t Cicero was fo fpnd of; yet I 
hope may ftill find a place at your 
table. The culture of the olive is 
general in all this part of the coun- 
try. The method of propagating 
it, is ftill the fame as mentioned 
by Virgil: ...... 

( f Quin & caudicibus feftis mirabile di&u . 
*[ Truditur c ficco radi* oleagina ligno." 

G E R G. 2. V. JO. 

I have had the pleafure to become 
acquainted with the learned and cour- 
teous Don Qregorio Mayans, former-; 

\ '.-. V " " / ly 
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ly librarian to the king; who now lives : 
here, having a good .eftate in, this- 
country, and to his politeocfe I am : 
much indebted for many civilities; a? ' t 
well as great information. , Tp.glvf:: 
you an account of his numerous wrjtr : 
ings in almoft evtfry branch of litera r - 
ture and jurifprudence, wo#Jd fill . a ., 
volume. You have . read his , life of 
Cervantes, annexed! to the Carteret .,- 
edition of Don Q,uixote. ; L He is : 
now writing the life of\Virg»I v . and is. 
poflefled of a moft cuiicfus an4 v^lua- . 
ble library, chiefly of thewrfter^Qf; 
his own country, with many fciWce 
manufcripts, and a numerous cotfec- . 
tion of the old Spanifh ; ts*n£Lation>> 
of the greek and latin daffies. He! 
h now in a very advanced age!?.) fa* 
ftill preferves vivacity and a mp^af- 
D2 fable 
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fobte ' difpofitiotj, adctotJ < to- » far^iiv : 
fkig ' appKcationij * vDeripg tHe , iiw i 
tligeuk of the jsfuwi, whbi view afraid:' 
of hiffi^ hw houfip a«AJ)libraiyi torn 
itfVtft^d-by art* fcttttedtfo tcfc j> (Jrasgotoj*/ 
brtift? iHto fcfc ftud^fv attdi KMfciaaMaqr. 
m&hy of b^ book^b^ilftiuiritiyi !*£*; 
Oh,' Ha^^Bnglati«tlLW^TeLtik«j;paT» i 
j^t^:'ofi'inU4^klaafe(I i*Ktf C re<fcfiaikfc' 
•Wfi^e 1 : t^e ^ikffc Vifctattow-of? Hberopp 
iAeefe'ivith-a'fpi^d^rfijuft w&lifco 
rilfetW froiir 'tlVe 'pes^)t^ : of winch \whv 
IriV^lStely ivad fofjfiiikingi ao> Wtafiar 
i¥# jeafevof>t&isJ njtftttitb SticIi isl tbfci 
jktbtid Ipfafc.' of (auc'aiDtttMiry,. that if? 
tftsittPfeflfcgisioiJS (tharai51ei"is attackK: 
ed^lth8*'4ft) his perfori or tfreeJfon*^ 
fc>E$y, .waB«i*veiii-8titth4: ;&80]£ toi'bfr- 
oypbejlagfc 'the. > tuieiar)F> ^eninisvoirili?-; 
btft^cgoardfe rhe iwjiarcd pasty with* 
•fdel ' l '' * " her 
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her fhield, in hopes that a due fenfe 
of her prote&ion, may corred the 
heart and reform paft errors;— but 
Don Gregorio Mayans is juft at my 
door, and I mull bid you farewell. 



LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 



Attachment of the Spaniards to the Arabic num- 
bers. Literature of the Spanijh Jews. 



VALENCIA 28th MAT 1778. 

AS I poftponc making you ac- 
quainted with the Caftilian 
mufe till my arrival at Madrid, I can- 
not refrain from troubling you with 
fome further reflections on the fara- 
cens, tending to elucidate the influ- 
ence which their government had o- 
ver poetic numbers. The very faces 
of the prefent inhabitants carry fuch 
a ftriking refemblance of their ancef- 
'. Aors, 3ndthe african caft of feature is 

fo 
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To perceptible, that I am infenfibly 

led into this fubjfc&. 

1 

It being common for the vanquilh- 
fed to receive laws from the conque- 
tor, it was natural that Spain fhould 
fhare the fate of arms, and receive with 
the faracen yoke their manners and 
cuftoms. Thde people having held 
a long pbfleifion of this country, in- 
troduced their language, religion, 
and literature. The oriental ftyle of 
Jpoetry pervaded every mind, and the 
exuberant genius of its composition 
not only became univerfal, but in a 
tnanner worked the downfal of the 
toman numbers. Alvaro of Cordo* 
va, complains that the Spaniards had 
fo totally forgotten the latin tongue, 
and given the preference to arabic, 
D 4 that 
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.that it was difficult even amongft & 
thoufand people^ to find one who 
could write a latin letter. So great 
was the attachment of the people to 
the chaldaic books,, and the literature 
of the orientals, that they could write* 
arabic with remarkable purity, and 
eompofe verfes with as much fluency 
jand elegance as the arabians them- 
felves- Not only charmed with thpip 
poetry, they even embraced their re- 
ligion ; for Ifen, king of Cordova, who ; 
died in 795, had three thoufand apof- 
tates from chriftianity, in his train. 

Thus after* a long period of neajs : 
eight hundred years that the domini- 
on of the arabs continued ; the pro- 
vinces of Spain fplit into numerous 
dynafties, flourifhed ia oriental lite- 

rature. 
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rature; •whilflt the Caftilians diftur-, 
gqiOied, themfelyes in £?au of arms, 
and were fpiUing their blood in de- 
fence of their^erritories ; honour an«ct ' 
Jove were ;£ung by the bards,, and 
the arable. raufe furnifhed a nume- 
rous lift pf poets, whpfe names ape 
recorded in the Bibliotheca Hijpana of 
Don Nicolas Antonio; the oriental 
di&ionary of Herbelot, and the ara- 
ble hifpanic colledion of manuscripts. 
in the efcurial*, lately published at 
Madrid,' by Cafiri, a Maronite, ia 
*wovo}ume$ in folio, at his catholip 
majefty's expence ; where a numerous 
collection of poets may be found, 
hitherto unnoticed, all which are 
carefully preferved in the valuable- 
library of the efcurial. In this clafs 
(be province of Andaluiia particular- 
ly 
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ly diftinguiflied itfelf; its inhabitant* 
feemed animated with a peculiar 
brilliancy of compofition. The two 
academies of Cordova and Seville 
(hone beyond others. Their writers 
introduced harmony and numbers 
into the moft ferious fubje&s, leaving 
nothing either in religion or poli- 
tics, nor in any branch of polite arts 
which did not partake of their verfe 
and poetical enthuGafm. Ebn Taf- 
hun of Seville who flourifhed in the 
year 6gi of the hegira, raifed his mufe 
to the mod fublime themes ; he fung 
of the creation df man ; of the foul ; 
and defcribed the temple of Mecca. 
DhihaldiriAlkazary who flourifhed in 
the fixth age of the hegira, .writ a po* 
em called " the treafure of poets" % 
•while others employed themfelves in 

comments 



SPANISH POETRY. 4$ 

comments on their mod claffical wri- 
ters. Ebn Forgia, who lived in the 
fifth age of the hegira, writ a commen- 
tary on the famous poet Almotuabi, 
and Ebn Macrana commented upon 
the poem on animals by the perfiaii, 
Abiotman. Nor were the powers of 
verfification confined to the men, ' 
'but extended equally to the fait fex ; 
feveral ladies gave proofs of their ta- 
lents, thofe of Andalufia in particu- 
lar, did honour to the mufes, and 
their works are preferved in the ef- 
curial ; but none were more famous 
than Maria Alphaifuli of Seville, 
who was the Sappho of her time, 

Betides thefe celebrated geniufles, , 
the fame of many others has been 
preferved in the dictionaries of ara- 
ble 
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.hie Spaniards* compiled. by rnaJw^i- 
jefan idjtfffs : fuch as the dictiona- 
ry arabic apdrhif panic, in the efcu- 
rjalp of all the caliphs v captains, phi- 
losophers, pjoets, and learned ladies 
of Spain, in four large volumes, by 
^bn AJjkhaJi Mahomed Ben Abdalla 
in the year 710 of {he hegira. Like- 
wiie the hiftory of all the Spaniards 
and Africans, famous in arts and fai- 
ences, particularly in poetry, writ- 
ten by Ben Mahomed Abu Nalfer 
Alphath of Seville, who lived in the 
£xth age pf the hegira ; which book 
is in the king of France's library. 
Thus the - arable mu(e flojurUhefl 
while fupported by the cimeter, 
and. totally perifiied with its em- 
pire, when the victorious, arms of 
.Ferdinand and Ifabella drove the 
jgioors out of Granada. 

It 
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' It is to thbfe days we muft; alio. 
look up,, to farm an idea. of the lite* 
rfcture of the $pdr>ifh Jews, wftieh 
was cheriflwd by Mafters from Bafoy* 
l<my .where! . tjbcy ihadr £oademie& iup*i 
posted by themfclvesr; at? a: time whda: 
txiroks. were fo fearoe in /Spa^ ; !a& 
ntongft ahriftiaijs, that i» blue begJm[ 
nwkg of '. the teaafch) cericftih?, .;am$i and* 
the fame.biMav wtthiSt JerdnbSvfljil&l 
ties and other ecclefiaflical works fer- 
tesd da&reaait inon^e»iesu^a iftt p&r 
gfi'7V R^faftrcMSfes atrai iiiscfoni^abbi' 
Jakoclr, hawing beW i almfe bp ;pira fas j I 
wlere fold jib fiaves afrGkxrdow^saftlFie&l 
dttemeribyi'tihei'r bredOexriJ fabp jffta£> 
biifbfid. - :ai fohool ^tt>i.Gordorfa, !«£ 
wMcb Aaj^l<>Mofo^v«va8DidppMiteed) 
tfoe • head!; who bfefaifPi dtffiarquw*tf 
raittriing bicik ta.hisv^ivba' Jcoumrjr^ 
- the 
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the moorifh king of Cordova would 
not give his confent, trejoicing that 
his Hebrew fiibje&s had mailers of 
their own religion at home, without 
the neceffity of receiving- them from. . 
a: foreign. univerfity; and every in- 
dulgence was granted them with ref- 
peift to their worfhip,: exhibiting. a 
true fpirit of toleration, worthy to be. 
fallowed by f heir chrifiian fuccefforsl 

i In the year 1.039, RabbkEzechias/- 
was put tb. death at Babylon, " who 
had fucceeded Hai Gazon, whole 
fans fled to ; SpaSh, by which the elr 
derflup of the Gaons became extinct,' , 
atod .their college was .transferred to 
<lx»dovav front /whence a ftVarm of heV. 
bvewupoetS) iljued forth* that haver 
(been noticed by various learned wri- 

*.\J ' ters. 
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s. 

ters. Our countryman Thomas Hyde 
in his treatife De ludis orientalibus, 
mentions a hebrew poem on the 
game of chefs by Apec E?ra f ; 

la Portugal, Rabbi David Ben 
Solomon Ben David Iachifa of Lifbon 
who lived in 1440, writ a treatife 
on hebrew poetry, which was tranf- 
lated into latin by Genebrard, and 
printed in 1587, at the end of his 
JfagQgt, to read hebrew without 
points; it abounds with Quotations 
of the different metres of the hebrew 
poetry in Spain. They may be very 
fublime, but for my part I cannot 
read. the language, either with points 
or without, and you will pardon this 
digreffion: however it gives us an 
idea of the flourifhing date of their 

fchools 
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fefe<?bl$in Cotctova, Seville, Granada, 
and 1 Toledo, and W€ nted ndt btf 
fe«f>rife6 « €he fiumdrous- helffeur 
proverbs arid ni0dcy4>f fpe^cb, that 
have crept into the caftilian lan- 
guage,- 1 ar^'fofm a -coafpUiious part 
at lii pltt*&<&ogy^ < l& *hdagh< ki«£ 

Jo&tt lid taifficd tthfci J*W : btft of 
• his-lc4hgddi#, and the ftgicl artd cru- 
el incjttffiden waJ • aftetw8rdi ^fta- 
blifhtJd { #r ptt^e the\ ; Aa*ti0a Of HhM 
ft<ft v fetf al*'t*Hi horrotfs df tttat bloody 
«rifcwttaty ; h#ve- r not ■ •' b&ft able cdffi'~' 
pleatiy 1 $ eflecT ihifc fcttigtana*f 

pttfpofd*''^- > ' "-' .:•■":■.":••-• ^<[ 
;.:••••■> i !; • .i ' ••-! Ji ' , ' '.-t 

Tbe tSframrf fei : language ■ owes thefo 
people .a: particular ©bligwioiv for 
that, '.curion«3 verfiort of itber hebrgft 
books iof che ohl tcftaraeni, whidh 

long 



;i''l 
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long after their expulfion they firft 
pjintqd at Ferrara, in 1553, in a go* 
thic-fpanifh letter. A curious and 
fcarce book, comprehending many 
energetic words, and peculiar expref* 
lion?, not to be found in the diction- 
ary of the Spanifh academy, and 
which they feem to have cautipufly a- 
voided. This verfion is thought to 
have been made by that learned 
granjiparian, David Kimchi, in the 
tenth . century. father Saxmiento 
has. given many critical and judici- 
ous. t$aXons Jor attributing this ver- 
fion r tp ; the age of Kimchi v . and cen- 
fures .father Simon greatly, fqr fay- 
ing it was made at the time it was 
printed,, when fcarcely underftood by 
the Jews* qttam vix v Judai intelligent. 
But you will fay I am now going 
. on at >n extravagant rate. Should 

E this 
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this find you fafe returned, as I bbpc 
it will, remember me to my reverend 
friend, your brother; tell him what 
he lofes in n6t ftudying Spanifli, and 
if he foiiles at the conceit, remind 
him of Gafpar Lindenberg, who has 
written de non contemnendis ex lingua 
hijpanica utilitatibui Ihedlogicis (a). 

1 ft&vihg now Furnlfhed foil fuffici- 
efltly With hebrew, atabic, and go- 
thic-fpanifh information, and poured 
ift iipon you a legi&ri of hard words, 
added to a variety olf' uncouth ahd 
liarfh-fourfding names, I (hall in my 
next touch upon the proceedings of 
thd Trbbadours, and then fet out for 
Madrid. Meanwhile i take my laft 
farfcwfell of jews aftd rtiahometans. 

• - v ' W Stt Bibliothcca Grseca, of Fabricius. 

LETTER 
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Proceedings of the troladours in the kingdom if 
. Aragon, until its union to the crown of Cajiile. 
Gbara&er of the Marquis of Vtllena, an emi- 
nent poet. 



V A L jB N C I A, 3 ifr MAY, w j|^ , 

FROM the rai&aken laws and no* 
tions concerning ian* on tfa« 
l^ad, yoa will entertain a veiy k»€Kf- 
ferent idea of the interior police and 
government in «>wn$ in tfcfts-couatry. 
yakiK& v &»U%vefri~it* this rdpe&i 
deferves foaie-eotc^ioiM, ai»M wa* 
hot a little -tufpfked at my *ej&wjp3t& 
toy! j in* tite tfe^ond night after my 
ftfttifyoli' j to fee'lht .city gaaJrtied fey a 
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patrol, the men carrying lanthorns 
and poles in their hands like our 
London watchmen. This regulation 
is owing to the patriotic fpirit of Don 
Don Joachin Foz, a' worthy magis- 
trate, who propofed it for the relief 
of a number of poor men, heretofore 
employed in the making of fire- 
works, a considerable branch of in- 
dtiftry'ftr this tapital,' till a late pro- 
4amat jpn aljolifhed them all over the 
kingdom* . To;.find bread for a num- 
ber of diftrefljed families, h^ hit: upr 
jo» this laudable expedient. They 
walk the jfeveral ftrejets: from eleven 
at njight,,tHl §#e in the morning, <ry- 
in# itfe^..Jiqt*rs :and tfee: js^ther,, antf. 
teejM i B#itl^. 1 peac^ a& wjfh us ; :but %s 
this -finfc-cljflHite is feJd^iphfcwedvbiy 
liarjt fcightt or cloudy Mrnings, therfewne 
,' j v . ; atmofphere 
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atmolphere only affords: them a : mor 
notony b£ expreflion, andthe^ord^- 
reno, becomes their conftant clamour ;' 
from whence they have acquired the 
name of Sereneros, which added to the 
ilillnefs of the town,- recalled to my 
mind the beautiful night of Milton : 

u Silence was pleafed : now glow'd the firmament 
u With living fapphftres: Hcfperas' that- led. • ' 
" The ftarry hoft rode brighteft,* r— + . , 

' ' ' r* \ i 

I have now an opportunity of im- 
proving myfelf in the poetry of the 
Trobadours ; for the language of this 
country is a dialed of the provehzal, 

arid introduced itfelf with their verfe 

t 

in all thofe parts where their num- 
bers prevailed ; fuch as the coun- 
ties of Languedpc, Rouffillon, and 
^Barcelona ; kingdoms of Valencia, 
Murcia, Majorca, Minorca, and Sar- 
E 3 dinia ; 
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dinia ; where it remains to this day. 
The Spanifh writers boaft of their 
Trobadours as high as the twelfth ox 
thirteenth centuries. William de Bei* 
guedam, a Catalan baron, was a Tre- 
badour, and his poems are preferved in 
the vattcan library, (d) as well as thofe 
of Nun de Mataplan (b) ; they alfo 
rank Raymond Lulli, of Majorca, in 
this clafs ; but without looking fo fat 
back, I £hall not go higher than the 
Jburteenth century, when John the 
firft, king of Aragon, who was alfo a 
poet, invited the Trobadours to fettle 
in Barcelona, as we learn from Zurita, 
the learned and claffic hiflorian of 
that kingdom. The fifteenth century 
produced the celebrated Aufias March 
and James Roig, both of Valencia ; 
the works of the former have been 



(«) Codex 3*>+, 3205, and 3107. 
(*) Codex 3204, and 3207. " 



turned 
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turned into Gaftilian verfe ; the latter 
vented his fpleen againft women ia a 
{atyrical piece, called EJpil, or «* .the 
Lookjng-glafs," which feems to have 
been imitated by Prior. Tq court 
afterwards the favour of the fair fe$, 
Roig fung the immaculate concepr 
tion of the Virgin. This pqej: wap 
phyfician to queen Mary 0/ Aragon, 
'wife to Alfonfo the fifth, and lived to 
be near a hundred years old. Though 
there are five editions of his work?, 
none are later than 1562. The fok 
lowing lines may ferve as a fpecimen 
of his ftyle : 

Noranta cinch 
O cent anys tinch 
Dels quals cinquanta 
O los fexanta 
Del meus millors 
Penes dolors ' 
Man efpletat. 

E 4 In 



a 
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In the fixteenth century, Peter Se- 
raphi diftinguifhed hirafelf in the Va- 
lencia n dialed, «nd his poems are 
prefixed to an edition of Aufias * 
March, printed at Barcelona, in 1560. 
Many other bards are spoken of, 
though the exad pefibd when" they 
lived cannot be afcertained. Among 
the reft, Arnau Catalans^),' and Mb- 
la [b), whofe works are in the Vatican 
library, Moffen Narias Vinydlles (<:)•, 
Vincent Ferradis, Don Franci de Ca- 
ftelor, Miguel Perez; Juan de Ver- 
dancha and Moffen Bernardo Fenol- 
lar, of all whom, there are provenzal 

(a) Codex 3205. 

{b) 3207- 

(c) The appellation of Moffen is peculiar to Vs** 
lencia, in imitation of the French word Monfieur^ 
in the fame manner the Italians ftile a foreigner Monfu. 
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poems in the Cantwnera General 
printed at Antwerp, in 1573. Fe- 
riollar was a native of Catalonia, and 
in that cfiale&, wrote in couplets, a po- 
em on the " contemplation of Chrift" 
printed at Valencia, in 1493. They 
value themfelves greatly in this city 
on their early knowledge of the art 
of printing, wherl it was not in ufe 
in any other part of Spain; and fliew 
a latin di&ionary, entitled; Compre- 
kenforium{g) h and a Salluft, printed 
in j 475 : [ - So that they foon followed 

[a) The Comprehenforium has the following fentence 
at the end,: u Praefens hujus comprehenforii prae- 
clajrum opus Valentiae impreffum, anno. m % cccc,Ixxv* 
Die vero xxiii. menGs fcbruarii finit feliciter." — The 
univerfity in the city of Valencia was founded in 1470, 
two other were afterwards founded in the fame pro- 
vince, viz. in the city of Gandia, in 1549, and at 
Ovibuela, in 15^ 

the 
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the example of Oxford, whej# we find 
a book printed in 1468(a), whifch 
wa« feveral years before Canton 
pxa&ifed that an in Engird. 

The proven zals generally made ufe 
of the hendecafyllable verfe : their 
poems qanfifted chiefly of fopnets, 
paflorals, and love fongs, which gave 
yife to a poetical tribunal, tejroed^ 
the court of love; coafifting of a fe- 
fe& number of eminent poets, who 
decided all controverfics amongft 
themfelves on thefe fubje£ls. The 
Trobadours were chiefly of the prime 

(a) This book is in the public library at Cambridge. 
The title is, Expoficio Sanely Jeronimi in Simbolu&i 
Apoftolorum ad Papam Laurentium. At the end, 
Explicit expoficio, 8cc. Impreffa Oxonie 8c finita, 
an, dom. m,cccc,lxviii. — . See Hiflory and Art of 
Printing, by P. Luckombe, M.T.A. Lobdop, 1771. 

nobility 
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nobility of the kingdom ; at length 
they carried the poetic licence fo far* 
as to give much fcandal to the pub* 
lie, and even to taint the reputation 
of the palace, as well as of the ladies 
of the court.; for to make thefe enter- 
tainments more fprightly, they invi* 
ted minftrels, ftrollers, and buffoons, 
which in fome raeafure jollified the 
precautions taken afterwards againft 
them. However the kings of Ara- 
^dn, Don John the 1ft, Don Martin, 
and Don Terdinand, reformed thefe 
poetical confiftories, and brought 
them into high reputation, in which 
the lad mentioned fovereign was 
greatly ajfifled by his kinfman, Don 
Henry of Aragon, Marquis of Ville- 
na. Thefe monarchs affifted in per- 
fon at their aflemblies, where the 

verfe* 
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Verfes of the candidates were recited* 
and the premiums diftributed with all 
the magnificence and fplendor of roy- 
alty. The poets "who had gained the 
prizes were crowned with laurel, a* 
midft the acclamations of the fpe&a- 
tors, addedr to the joyful found of mu- 
fical inftruments, fuGceeded by an ele* 
gant repaft : they were then conveyed 
home with a courtly attendance, and 
prefeiited with'an excluftve* privilege 
to fing, and read their verfes in pub- 
lic at pleafure: a noble^inftitution! 
the continuance of which was fo ar- 
dently AVifhed for, by that immortal 
genius, Michael de Cervantes, thte 
contemporary, of Shakefpear, and I 
jwill almoft venture to add, in every 
•refped his equal. 

The 
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The mufes feetn *o haye ta^en great 
delight in the kingdom, of Aragpn, 
At the coronation of king Alfonfo the 
fourth, in 1328, the Infant Don Pe- 
dro, earl of Ribagorza, and brother 
to thq king, attended by the principal 
nobility, exhibited dances and a va- 
riety of paftorals, and fongs, com- 
posed for that pleafing* jevent, The 
Joglar % or poet Ramufet, fung a pafl.07 
r%l fong compofed by. the earl ; apd 
Novelet, another Joglar, \ recited a 
poem of fix hundred verfes; by the 
fame royal hand. The attachment to 
poetry feerned hereditary in the royal 
line .of thefe princes, ai^d cpntiniied 
in the Marquifsof Villena, who.cqm- 
: pofed the Arte de la Gaya Sciencia^ for 
jhe ufe of the college of Trobadours, 
befitfes jnany: other poems^ whicti wer$ 

greatly 
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greatly admired, and frequently re- 
cited in public. 

An hiftorical poem of all the poets 
of Aragon, has been fince compofed 
by Don John Francis Andres de Uftat- 
f02, # hiftoriographer of Aragon, in 
imitation of that of the great Lope 
de Vega, of the poets of Caftilet 
Uftarroz compleated his in 1652, and 
thought firft to entitle it Parnajjb 
At agones; but he altered his mind; 
and called it Aganipe de Los Ctfnes 
, dragonefes, celehrados in el clarin de la 
farna : but it never was printed, and 
ftill remains in manufcript in -the 
king's library at Madrid. 

The union of the crown of Aragon 
with that of Caftfle, in the perfofi of 

king 
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king Ferdinand the fifth, who married 
Ifabella, heirefs of Caftile, feems to 
have eclipfed the fabling ofthe'7hJ*' 
badours. The Aragonians and Catalo* 
nians adopted the Caftilian -dialed, 
when the influence of that kingdom 
prevailed, and the cultivation of 
its language and ^manners paved 
the way to honour and preferment. 
The poet Bofcan, of Barcelona, tuned 
his lyre to the genius of "Caftile, and 
though a few bards attempted to ftrp* 
port a languishing mufe, Miguel Perez 
and juan de'Verdancha, of Catalonia, 
introduced the Gaflilian metre and 
rhyme into their verfe. — About this 
time Columbus discovered a new world 
for the arms of Caftile, which gave 
fueh a fplendour to its court, and.dlg'- 
nity to its language, that the Caftftf- 
an mufe (hone like a newconflellation 

ia 
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in the firmament ! the wonderful ex- 
ploits of intrepid heroes engrofled; 
univerfal attention ; the boundlefs 
lpve of fame immortalized the gallant 
foldier, while the fordid view -of lucre 
difhonoured the adventurer, though, 
it f eplenifhed the kingdom with gold.. 
This unexpe&ed event gave rife to a 
variety of paffions. The nation was 
roufed; the great empire of Monte r 
zuma ceafed in America ; : the Spanifh 
ftandard was difplayed in the new 
world; and the effeminate Trobadours % 
and their fongs, were .entirely for- 
gotten, , . ,. : • . . ; ._,_ .,.. 

r.It remains ibr me, however, to fay 
fomething of the Marquis of Villena, 
syhofe great chiara&er appears confpi- 
cuous in the poetical annafs of. his 

country; 
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country ; being in a manner the father 
of . poetry in Spain, as well as the 
brighteft ornament of his age. This 
illuftrious nobleman of the royal 
houfe.of Aragon diftinguiihed him* 
felf early in poetry, :philofophy, and 
a Urology, and with fuch attachment 
to this laft fcience, that amongft his 
ignorant countrymen he generally 
pafled for a necromancer. As his fa- 
mily had been : difpoffefTed of the 
marquifate of -Vfllena, Henry III. 
had given him the earldom of Can- 
gas, and afterwards procured him to 
be ele&ed grand mailer of (he mili- 
tary and religious order of Calatrava. 
For this purpofe the marquis obtain- 
ed a divorce from his wife under pre- 
tence of a natural impediment ; then 
ceded the earldom of Cangas to the 
F , crown, 
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crotvn thai it might hot /all into his 
order at his death, and was ele&ed 
grand maflef : fome of the knights 
however protefted, and elected Bon 
Imis de Gufrnan, a caftilian nobler 
iaati ; but the king wtnt in perfon to* 
Calatrava, put the marquis in pbffef- 
fion f .and-every- thing Was quiet till 
the death of the king, when Guzman 
who had fled tb R©ffie renewed hi* 
elaini^bfefore the pope, and the 
knights rclufed further obedience. A 
long fuit Was commenced, which laf- 
fed Bx y€ats, and was referred to a 
general copter of the order of Gifkr 
held in r Burgtihdy. - Whifft this was 
depending; the raarcjuis attended on 
his uncle Don Ferdinand of Aragon 
When :fte fiuS&eded to that crown, 
and came with him to Barcelona, 

where 



»> -r * «* 
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Where he prefided at the; confiftory q£ 
Trobadours, , arid' Writ 'a theatrical 
piece; in which* jttftice, truth, iii£rcy f 
and peace, were 1 the principal cha* 
takers, In the roidft of thefe rejoic- 
ings news; came in 1414 thfrt he had 
loft his ele<ftio#, and was deprived of 
hfe grandtoa(le*(hip, with an. injunc- 
tion to cohabit again with his lawful 
wife, which he complied with, and 
became a fuitor at the court of king 
John II. then an infant, ;ibr an in* 
damnification for his earldom of 
Cangas. * After much folicitatidn he 
obtained the lordftiip of Iniefta, where 
he retired with his wife, and gave 
himfelf up to philofophy and the 
mufes. Befides a tranflation of Danr 
te into profe, he tranflated t$ie iEneis 
of Virgil in fpanifh verfe, at the 
F g retjpeft 
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Tequeft of his kinfman John king of 
NavarreV and intended to dedicate it 
to'that thonarch, for which purpofe 
■he had affixed a painting, in which 
the king 6f Navarre is reprefented 
liUing on his throne^ arid the mar- 
quis prefenting him his book ; : but 
nvhfrn all this was compleated; he 
dropped his defign, as that monarch 
wentto waf with the king of Caftile; 
pr% which: account he avoided all fur- 
ther 'communication with him. His 
mo(l famous piece was his book on 
the Gaya Stiincia^ which is a com-* 
plete fyftem of poetry, rhetoric and 
oratoryy ; befides defcribing all the 
ceremonies ? of the Trohadours at theifr 
public > exhibitions. This work he 
dedicated to his illuftrious and learn- 
ed; friend the marquis of Santillana. 
^ Afce* 
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• After fuffering much from the gout; 
he died in retirement ixx 1434; his* 
'fine library was burned under ther 
notion of his knowledge of magic, 
and the bifhop of Segovia, confefTor 
to the king who yas charged with 
this commiffion; is faid Ito. have re*, 
ferved raoft of the books for hitofelf. k 

: Thus ended this great philofophec 
and friend t>f the mufes, who was 
contemporary with our poet Lyd* 
gate; and had jufl reached the days 
of the renowned Chaucer* the father 
of englifli poetry, whom he greatly 
refembled. With him he ran the 
career of courts, and experienced the 
ficklenefs of royal favour, equally 
preferring retirement and ftudy, and 
like him, had the merit of refining 
F 3 the 
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the language and poetry, of his coun- 
try Thus the names of both bards 
have been jointly handed down with 
veneration, by a grateful pofterity 1 
If their verfc wanted melody, it was 
owing to the inaccuracy of meafuce, 
and imperfection of language at 
that time, when both the Englifli 
and Caftilians feem more to have 
courted the gdd Mars, than Apollo ; 
for while the GauiUans were djaily 
encroaching on, the Moors, the vi£lo* 
rious banners of England were trir 
umphaot in Paris, where our Henry 
VI; was. crowned, king of France. . 



Alas^jpoor.Macias! trufty efquire of 
the grand matter Villena, haplefs bard, 
fhould I forget thee ! who didft fing 
©f love, and feel the- fraart of its em* 
bittered arrow : imprifoned for excefs 

. • of 
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of pafllon, aft^r the fair obje<9; pf thy 
love had been diipofed of;- and had 
given away her hand in thy abfence : 
loaded with chains by Villena for the 
follies of youth thou felleft ftidden, 
when bewailing thy fate; the Gali- 
cian raufe fircWed flowers over thy 
tomb, thy verfe is treafured up in 
the efcurial, and the portuguefe bard 
claims thee as a parent, for this was 
thy fong : 

Cativo de Mina triftura 
Ja todos prenden efpanto, 
E preguntan, que ventura 
Foy, que me atormenta tanto. 
* Mas non fe no mundo amigo, 

Que mais de meu quebranto 

Diga, defto que vos digo 

Que ben fee nunca devia, 

Al penfar que faz folia. 

F 4 Cuyde 



7? ORIGIN OF 

Cuyde fuBir en alteza 
Por cobmr mayor eftado, 
E cay in tal pobreza, 
Que moyro defemparadq 
Con pefar e con defefo 
Que vos diray malfadado, 
Loqiie yo he ben ovejo 
' Quando o loco cay mays alto 
Sobir preside mayor faljto* 



LETTER 
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Journey from Valencia to' Madrid- — Battle vf 
Altnanza.—La Mancba. 

MADRID,, 12th June, 177&. 

1NOV\T date this from Madrid, 
where* I arrived after a journey 
of nine days from Valencia, by the 
new road lately made from that city to 
this town, which is every where mark- 
ed out and rendered pafTable, though 
not compleated farther from Madrid 
than the town of Ocana % nine leagues 
from hence ; fo far the road is excel- 
lent, and has mile flones ; but when 
the remainder will be finiflfed^ or 
the intended canal of Caftile, for 

inland 
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inland navigation be compleated, no 
one can tell ; for while the family corn- 
pad has its fway, and they wafte 
their treafures in fchemes of bound- 
fefi ambitidn ; they are only grafping 
at a fhadow andimppveriihing their, 
people. It is true, they, have not as- 
yet taken off the- raafk,. and keep 
fifcll an* ambaflador afc our court - r 
hub for my past, h have mo- doubt of 
finifter defigns which will foon appear 
evident ; and that the ideas of Caui- 
lian hoaaur are phantoms, by which 
we muft not fuffer ourfelves to be de- 
ceived in a political light, whatever 
notions we may have been induced 
40 form o£ individuals. 
y 

|n tile co urfe of my journey to this 
place, I palled over itae plain&. o£ 

Mmania* 
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Mmarm where a pillar proclaims the 
victory of theFrench ^nd Spaniard? 
over the. allied arniy in 1707, whea 
olpft. of the Ktlglifli were killed of 
taken prifoners, having/been ftiarae* 
fully abandpijed by the Portuguez* 
fro,rfe at the fir ft charge, and the fuc* 
cefs of that day fixed the. crown ol 
Upajn on Philip Duke of^Anjpu^ fa- 
ther to the prefent king, adding 
new dominions to the refllefs and 
ambitious houfe of Bourbon. 

Our foldiers (pilled their blood in 
that war, as. they had done before in 
that caufe. In the reign of Charles 
the II. the Englifh troops "obtained a* 
com pleat victory at the battle of 
Evora, and took the rich tent and all 
the baggage of Don John of Austria, 

the 
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the 'Spanifl* general; for which oiir 
Charles generoufly ordered the fum 
df forty thbufend crowns to be diflri- 
buted among the foldiery, — What do 
you thihk was the large fs of our 
magnanimous ally ?—- Three pounds 
of fnuff to each company ! which 
when given- to the Englifh foldiers, 
they toffed up in the air out pF 
•contempt and difdain {ai) 9 

(a) 1 The fallowing palTage from a judicious writer, 
fhews the obligation of the Portugueze nation to 
England „fo fujly % and carries fuch conyi&ion with 
it, that 1 am induced to make, the quotation. '* I 
have feen, he fays, a large colle&ion of privileges 
. graute4 by feveral kings of Portugal to the Engliffy 
beyond thofe enjoyed by the Poitugueze fujyefls, I 
know not whether I may call them charters. Thefe 
were copied from the archives of the kingdom in the 
Xorrp del ir^rhha^ but the mpft an tiant W4S of king FeN 
dinaqd whofe reign began not tjll 1367. There arc 
feyeral of Jobn,the Firft, his fucceflbr, fome of which. 

J was 
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I wasmufing onthisfubje^,andhad 
bewildered myfelf in political refleo 

. ' * /. .. • .*!.*..•' • *\\ 

jefer to others granted by his predeceflbr*. By 
this it appears that the Engiifh had a great' 
hand in fetting up the kingdom 1 of Portugal, 
and if the hiftoriaHs of "this county deceive us not, 
they had as great a fliare in protcfijmg and fecuring 
it; as often as it hath been brought into danger by a 
foreign enemy. Twice it was like to be wnolly over-run 
by thq Caftilians, who had poflefled themfelves of the 
jgreateft part of the • kingdom, and gained a nume- 
rous party ot the nobility over to .their fide, ana \ 
had been very near taking Lifbon itfelf ; the firft 
time in the reign of' Ferdinand, the laft of the law- 
ful descendants from Aifonio Henriquez, the other 
time while John the Firft, from whom all that had 
fucceeded him derived their titles, was flrugghng for 
the crown, and they have been as often relieved by 
the Engiifh and* enabled to carry the war into the 
/enemy's country, our princes of the blood conde- 
scending to go in perfon to their affiftance, firft Ed- 
mund Langley Earl of . Cambridge, and afterwards 
John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter ; and if after the 
feveral fiotlrifhing reigns that fucceeded, they were at 
laft reduced under the Spaiyfii yoke, it was becaufe 

tions 
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lionj till 1 erite red the. plains of la 
ManchaL. There I recovered my good 
humour ; faw many a fat laughing 
Sancho/drank good- wine at Cuid'ad 
Real) fpent a njght at the village del 
Tobofo, the refidence of the peerlefs 
Dulcinea J faw the windmills which 
the diftrafted Qiiixote miftook for 

they were wanting tp themselves, the Englifc. having 
fent out a gallant fleet and army to their refcue, 
tinder Don Antonio, whom they had made their 
ktq& but they: would not accept deliverance, and fo 
ihey remained under the power of their enemies. 
Thofe (ball forces fent by king Charles* after his 
teftoiation, by theif unparalleled valour, foon put 
an end to the quarrel, and the victories obtained by 
(heir means being feconded, as they were, by the vi+ 
gilance, dexterity and condud of the fame king's: mi* 
aiders, recovered Portugal and reftdred it to th* 
condition in which it now remains." See " An ac* 
count of the court of Portugal under the reign of 
the prefect king Don Pedro lid/? London* 1700. 

giant*, 
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giariW, and at £Venta\ or ini* -iti La r . 
Ma&eha, was pleafed With the fimpli-t 
city of a Manchega *g*rl; rwho waited > 
lipon me at fapper, khd afeing her if^ 
fhe liad ever heard ef fuch a -' pefrfon 
as Don Qjiixote, abfwered, -^ CXyfes- 
Sir, often \ they fay he is lately dead."; 
But this will not feem extraordinary 
when I was told* of a field- Officer, 
a pexfoti of merit, \ that afrier long' 
fervice' had rifen froin a private ibi-o 
dier, who, when in company, land 
the difcourfe fell on. Don Quixote, i 
faid; he had* often heard #>f him, aiid, 
afked " whether he had not been Co- 
lonel of the Regiment of Flanders.*" 
v . • . . . . ■_ • ) 

Having been in this capital before;. ' 
I -fpeak with more boldriefs of their^ 
manners and cuftoms* You miiift.not. 

however 
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however expect from me derails of 
this fort ; or imagine a variety of en- 
tertainments, a« in London or Paris ; , 
or fuch open fcenes of diffipation 
and luxury as are daily exhibited' in 
thofe brilliant capitals; but/though, 
the walk is more private, I believe 
the inhabitants, whatever they may 
be in fcience or refinement* are not 
behindhand with them .in vice or. 
debauchery, as they are daily lavish- 
ing the treafures of Mexico arid Peru 
in private amours, and expence, di- 
verted of magnificence or fjplendour. 

A fet of gay fparkshad lateJyintro- 
duced an affembly for dancing, where 
the manners of (he Adamites were 
followed, and blind fidlers were em- 
ployed for greater precaution. — Thefe 

depraved 
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depraved knights were decorated at 
thefe revels with a ribband and 
badge, but they were fbon discover- 
ed, and rigoroufly punifhed. If fuch 
is the depravity of youth, you will 
naturally fuppofe a liberal and good 
education is wanting, as well as a- 
greeable and pleafing fociety, added 
to thofe convivial hours, where the 
wifeft man need not be afhamed 
to be f<?en; but thefe are unknown, 
and though the Spaniards enjoy fucfo 
a , variety of choice, ancl delicious 
wines, they feem ignorant of the good 
qualities of the grape, and if they are 
feldom taxed with the irregularities 
of inebriation, they are equally ftran- 
gers to its generous effufions. Their 
own countryman Roderic Sanchez, 
bifhop of Palencia, who dedicated his 
q hiftory 
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hiflory to Henry the 4th, king of Ca«* 
ftile, fays, c< that the Spaniards are 
moVe inclined to keep their wine in 
the cellar than to drink it, and 
chufe rather to fell than partake qf 
it, and that the fair fex and youth 
dread it like poifon(a) ;" infomuchthat 
if you except the open hearted Bif- 
Cayners, and a few boon companions 
of honeft Sancho Panza, the circling 
glafs is unknown, and the chearful 
moment of the poet never thought 
of, who faid 

11 Nunc eft bibendum,"—- 

[a) Vinum quoque malunt in cellario quam in ven- 
tre, quippe qvH yehdcre ppfciu* quam guftire prfceft- 
gttat: fcemina?, vcro, 8c pueri bacchum ut venenun* 
fugiunt.— Roderiei Santii Epifcppi Palehtini Jftftoria* 

Hifpanica, pars prima, caput iv. 

' . s 

•LETTER 



SPANISH POETRY. , 83 

LETTER VII. 

Poetry of Galicia and Portugal. 

. MADRID, 20th June, 1778. 

TH E plains of Almanza had 
led me iti my laft letter, into 
a ftraifl of hiftorical and military re- 
flexions, which imperceptibly drew 
on a political rant, when I intended 
to lpeak to you of the galician and 
portugueze mufe, previous to my ac- 
count of the Poets of Caftile, which 
you will now expe& from me, being 
at pTefent on that claffic fpot where 
the mighty emperor Charles held his 
court ; where many of their beft poets 
<Js fung, 
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fung; where Quevedo befides his dif- 
tinguifhed talents as a poet, gave, 
fuch fhining proofs of refined wit; 
and profound erudition ; and finally:, 
where the ever admired Cervantes 
firft exhibited his unparalleled hero. 

The galician naufe was diflinguifhed 
at an early period, though h^r flights 
were not lofty, and chiefly fupported 
in the caufe of religion, by the nuj- 
merous votaries who reforted to the 
fhrin^ of St. James, at Cqmpoftella. 
The poetical turn prevailed fo far, as 
to be the chief employment of bot,h 
fexe$. King Alfonfo, the wife, re- 
ceiyed liis edticatjon ijn Galicia, and 
in that dialed compofed canticles for 
the church, which, with, other pieces 
\ j .; _ . ,. , _ of 
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of the times are preferved in the ca- 
thedral of Toledo. Some of them 
were published by Zuniga the hifto- 
riau, in his annals of Seville, as far 
as they related to Alfonfo's father, 
Ferdinand the third, who conquered 
Seville from tne Moors. The poems 
of Macias, a native of Padron in 
Galicia, were in that dialed, though 
taken for Portugueze by Argote de 
Molina. The poet Juan de Mena 
laments the tragical end of. Macias, 
as does Juan Rodriguez del Padron 
in his poem of goxos de Amor, " En- 
joyments of Love," who was fo af- 
fefted at the news of his death that 
he retired into a convent, where he 
ended his days. Garci Sanchez de 
Badojoz, an elegant poet, fpeaks feel- 
ingly of Macias in his poem Infiemo 
G 3 de 
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de Amor, ** Hell of Love," and utters 
a defponding wifh to be interred 
along with him, and fha|p his repu- 
tation, which he expreffes in the fol- 
lowing pathetic ftanza," 

, Si te plaze, que mis dias ' 
Yo fenefca mal logrado 
Tart en breve, 

Plegate qui con Macias 
Ser merefco fepultado, 
Y decir deve. 

Do la.fepultara fea, 
Una tierra los cr.io, 
Una muerte los llevo, 
Un* gloria los pbffea. 

The xataftrophe of this unhappy 
poet, and the imprudence of his paf- 
fibn, has afforded a moral tale to all 
fucceffive bards ; many of his poems 

are. 
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are in the, Cancionero de Pottos And* 
guos of Juan Alfonfa lie Baena, in 
the Efcurial* and give a true idea of 
the gfdiciah ftyle of poetry, from 
Whence wfe nlay fairly trace the Por- 
tugueze idiora, as the conqueft and 
peopling of Portugal under Henry 
of Burgundy, was effe#ed by people 
from the north of Galicia, in con- 
junction /with foreigners.^ Many 
places in the north of Portugal ac- 
quired the. fame names with thofe in 
Galicia, as! it happened in England 
after the coming in, of the Saxons ; 
Galicia then extended further to the 
fouth, including all thofe diftri&s 
between tfoft rivers Duero t and Min- 
J10, Wjhich did not appertain to Lu- 
fitania. Ptolemy diftinguifhes two 
claffes of, people in' Galicia, the Bra- 
... 1: j G 4 cenfes, 
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ctnfes, whofe capital was at Braga, 
and the Lucenfes at Lugo. When 
Portugal was ere&ed into a feparate 
kingdom, they encroached on the 
borders, fo that what' had belonged 
to Galicia, now became Portugal, 
and under their monarchs a new 
court fupported a variation, and 
gave a national character to their 
language, of which Bluteau, an Eng- 
lishman, and chaplain to Queen Ca- 
therine, contort of our Charles the 
2d, has given a m oil ample and 
learned vocabulary. 

The portuguefe mufe made a figure 
in the 12th century, under Alfonfo, 
the lft king of Portugal, in whofe 
reign Gonzalo Henriquez, and Egas 
Moniz, are the firft poets in the re- 
cords 
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cords of that kingdom. In the next 
century, king Dennis was a poet, as 
was alfohis natural fon Alfonfo San- 
chez, The 14th century furniflied 
king Alfonfo the 4th, a favourite of 
the mules, whdfe poems have been 
collected by father Bernardo Brito. 
His fon king Peter was likeWife a po- 
et. In the reign of king John ift f 
the Infant Don Pedro cbrapofed va- . 
rious fotinets, in praife of Vafco Lo- 
beira, the fuppofed author of the 
celebrated romance of Amadis of Gaul^ 
of which fo much has been faid, and 
who furnifhed fo many admirable ' 
fcenes to the animated pencil of Cer- 
vantes. In the 15th century, Hen- 
riquez Cayado diftinguifhed himfeft 
under king Emanuel, as did afterwards 
the Infant Don Pedro, fon of king John 

ci- 2d 
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ad. At this time the Latin mufe wa£ 
again iavpked by the Portuguese, and 
the purity of the Auguftan age feemed 
to revive with Achilles Stacio, I>iego 
f'ercyra, Morris, Coelho* and the je* 
Juit Luis 4e la Cruz, who wrote fame 
latin tragedies ; which made the hifto- 
rian Faria fay, that in his country 
every fountain was an Hippecrene, 
and, every hill a Parnaffus. The iGth 
century produced Bernardino Ribe- 
ira $ Francifco Saa de Miranda, Mi^ 
chael die Cabedo, the famous co-> 
median Gil .Vicente and his daughter 
Paula, who not only affifted her father 
in writing his comedies, but alfo com* 
pofad ojtfc«rs of her ewn invention. 
All thefe fltitiriftted under John Hid. 
tp wh^pa W6 ought to add die poets 
under the reign of the unfprtufiate 

king 
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king Sebaftian, fuch as Euftacio,de 
Faria, Geronimo deCortcReal, Jorge 
de Monteipayor, and above all, the 
illuftrious Camoens, whofe beautiful 
poem of the Lufiad alone, would 
have been fufficient, to perpetuate the 
poetical character of his country ; 
though Galicia lays &.c)ajm to his 
origin, as descended from a family 
of that kingdom. 

The Pormguefe Gancumero contain* 
many more poets than the Spanifhi 
one, as .that of Caftile has only one 
hundred and twenty poets, and that, 
•of Portugal one hundred and fifty ; 
the Spanifh. one, only includes thofe 
of the fifteenth century, thfct of Por- 
tugal goes as high as king Peter, 
who died in 1367. Amongft others, 

of 



/ 
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of this amorous monarch, accept of 
the following, addrefled to the lady 
of his affections* whom he ftiles his 
, fecond God* 

Mais dyna ; de fer Jervida 
Que fenhora de ejle mundo ! 
'Vosfoes o meu Deos fegundo 
Vosfoes meu bem de ejlu vida. 

You will think me a book-worm 
indeed, for looking fo* far back into 
antiquity, and after the indifferent 
account I have given you of focie* 
ty in this place, will conclude that 
thefe puffuits wade away all my tiftie, 
which might be much better em- 
ployed ; Hbwever I do ndt negle& 
exercife, and for this purpofe have 
purchafed a beautiful And^lufian 

gennet 
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ggn*jet r from a gentleman of Cordo- 
va., who bo^fts of its racp. Though 
Ji£ \yould s n k Ot win a plate at, New? 
gnarkqt, nor.perh^ps hold put at a fox 
x:hace v with an Englifh hunter; he ha? 
neverthel^fs numerous qualities that 
give ple^ure tp his rider ; the dpci : 
lity of. his temper, the goodnefs of 
Jiis mouth, <tnd the agiUty and quick;, 
nefs of his mptipns, with his el^ganf 
lhape, form hi$ ; priqcipal chaya&er f 
while, his flpwing mane and well 
fumiflied tail, added to. his (lately 
carriage, give him 3 poble ai}d grace; 
ful appearance ; — his colour Ifabel % a 
,name gjvep io allufion to. the whim- 
fical vow, and ftiift of Jfabella Clara 
Eugenia, governefs of .the Nether- 1 
lands, at the memorable liege of 
pftend, which lafted from 1601 till 

1604, 
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160 /f, and who warned to perfudd* 
the ladies- of her court to follow hef 
, example Vhich they imitated in 
having their linen dyed.— As to th* 
FwHuiefc of my courfer I muft how^- 
ever infonti you that he was gene- 
rated by the wind, and fo they all 
aire at Afanjuez^ if yofc will believe 
the fnfcription over the kings ftaWe* 
at that place ex venta gravidas* If 
you will not tmft to the kingY e- 
querry, nor rely upon what has been 
faid by Varro, or Columella, I muft 
refer y wi to Virgil, 
~* \ ■ * 

. .- Et fepe fine 'hIIm 

Gonjugi5s!v9att> grwdje, mirabtle diftu 
Ssxa per, &,£cQpnl<ps & deprciias convalles 
PiffugiuAt. 

GEORCJ, Lib. 3, 

P. S. Excufe 
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P, S. Excufe a digreffion From a 
Quixotic traveller, in favour of thd 
famous Rofmante, though nor gene* 
ratfed by the wind, and 'moreover fo 
fteady, that he would not mehd his 
pace if all the mares of the Dehefa % 
or paftures of Cordova, were in com- 
pany. In the very fir ft 1 chapter, 
fpeaking of this fteed, the text fays, 
Que tenia mas quartos que } un Real. Th$ 
drift of which conGfts in a pun, upon 
the double meaning of the word 
Quarto i which fignifies a piece of cop-* 
per money, as well as a defed in a. 
horfe's hoof, and as there ate feven^ 
teen quartos m the filver coin, called 
Real % it alludes to the numberlefs de* 
fe#s in Rofinante's hoof, and cannot 
be literally tranflated. This paffage 
greatly puzzled Peter Motteux, the 

publiflier 
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publisher of atranflation of DohQuixi 
ote, by fevcral hands, in i733, s who 
alters the fenfe of it by rendering 
Jt thus, " Whofc bones -ftuck oih 
" like the corpers of a $panifli real." 
I fuppofe he li^td feen fome of the 
old cut Spanifh iponey which fug- 
gefted this erroneops idea, Smollet 
has continue^ the fame blunder, and 
learnedly added by way of note, that 
a Spaftifli seal i$ <* coin of a very ir- 
regular fliape not unlike the figure 
in geometry, called Trapeziiim. 

. I have now on n*y table a treatife 
on farriery, J^y one of thq king's far- 
rier?, The. fyhfon of Spain, entitled, 
Jriflituciones de albeyteria por el Hackiller 
Francifco Garcia Cahrero^ kerrador, y al- 
keyfar de las cavallerizas del Rey. Mar 

drid 
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dtid 1775. In which he gives the fol- 
lowing account of the quarto ._ " To 
explain the reafon why this accident 
is called Jby the name of a quarto 
I am perplexed, not being certain, 
nor convinced by the reafons given 
me by different perfons ; fome fay 
it is beeaufe it falls upon the fourth 
part of the hoof, others, beeaufe the 
animal by this, means lofes the fourth 
part of its value ; to the firft I an- 
swer, that I am unacquainted with 
the exa& diraenfions of a quarto ; to 
the fecpnd that if the accident is of 
the compound kind, though the ani- 
mal was ever fo valuable before, it 
becomes then not only not worth a 
quarto, but not even zxiochavo" 



H LETTER 
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LETTER VIIL 

Origin andfrogrefs of national foetty in CajtiZe. 
TOLEDO, 29th Jwrb, 1778. 

I HAVE made an excuffion to the 
city of Toledo, twelve leagues 
Ibuth of Madrid, and dfgnified with 
the title of imperial, after its con- 
quell from the Moors, by Alfonfo 
the 6th, who filled himfelf emperor, 
and was crowned here ; fince which 
the city has bore for their armorial 
erifigns, an emperor feated in a roy- 
al chair in his robes, holding a drawn 
fword in his right hand, and a mund 
in his left. 

Hhall 
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Ifliall leave to travel writers to 
defcribe the numerous edifices and 
public flru&ures, as well as churches, 
pictures, and (lately monuments, to 
be feen in this place. The cathe- 
dral alone would require a volume ; 
amongft its many fuperb tombs, I 
particularly noticed that of Don 
Alvaro de Luna, conftable of Caf- 
tile, the unfortunate favourite of king 
Jolm ad, aind that of Cardinal Men- 
doza, archbifiiop of Toledo, fon to 
that illuflrious poet, the Marquifs of 
Santillana. With refped to the va- 
riety of ornaments in this antient 
cathedral, the critic has a noble field 
of matter ; as for the unwieldy 
groupe of figures in this church, fo 
much admired by the inhabitants, 
and called, I know not for what rea~ 
H 2 fon, 
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fon, El Tranfparente ; one of their 
own writers, Don Antonio Ponz, a 
modern critic, fairly acknowledges, 
44 JFhat forjinyufe or ornament, it 
affords, this immenfe piafs of .marble 
might as weir have remained buried 
for ever in the quarry of Carrara f \ 
I fhall fay nothing of the badnefs 
and crooked form of the ftreets, ftill 
more inconvenient from the Gtuation 
of the city on a hill, much lefs can 
be offered in favour of the environs 
of Toledo, which are bleak and in 
great want of trees, though Martial, 
fn one of his epigrams to Licinius, 
reprefents- the country in his time* 
on the bank of the Tagus, to have 
been much favoured with fhade. 

iEftus ferenos aurco franges Tago 
Obfcurus umbris arborum. 

But 
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. But it is now high time to proceed 
on my favourite fubjed. — When the 
Latin tongue, which had been uni- 
verfal in Spain, became totally cor- 
rupted by fuch different invafions, 
and variety, of nations, and difpofi- 
tions, the Caftilian language is fup- 
pofed:to have infenfibly arofe about 
the: 12th century. — The oriental 
poetry had flouriflied near five hunr 
dred years, and the Provenzal and 
Galician dialecls about one hundred, 
fo that when the genius of Caftilian 
poetry firft began to expand and ac- 
quire a national form, it muft have 
borrowed of courfe from the fpirit of 
its predeceffors, and had its origin,' 
like all antient languages, in finging 
the exploits of heroes, founding forth, 
the praife of the. Deity, and tuning 
H 3 their 
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their lyre to the caufe of religion t 
fuch were their Canlares, of which the 
Cancioneros have preferved ample col- 
lections. — I have enlarged upon the 
flyle and character of thefe feveral 
people, in order to form frotjr thence 
feme fixed idea, or rule proper to be 
affigned, as an origin to the pote^iy 
of Caftile, tracing the fpurcesqfits 
lingular variety, and discovering that 
want of unity in its chara&er, in pro- 
portion as it has imitated Fuch a di- 
verfity of models. The oriental ftyte 
in the firft place, delights in drained 
allufioris, and extravagant metaphors ^ 
adorned with exuberance of expref- 
fion, and an adteirable variety and 
brilliancy of fentimeht : it is happy 
in the harmony of its numbers, and 
when it rifes to folemn stfid majeftit 

. . . fubjeds^ 



SPANISH POETRY. 103 

fubje&s, is faid iq lofe itfelf in en- 
thufiafm and rapture. The Provenzal 
poetry on the other hand, is reftricled 
by the laws of the Trobadours, and 
being fettered in the golden chain? 
of love, becomes languid and faint, 
when it attempts to defcribe the 
thunder of Jove, or the anger of mi- 
litary heroes,, with the clangour of 
war. 

Such was the ftock from whence 
the Cauilian bee was to draw an 
inexhauflible ftore, and to. up every 
flower, inriching itfelf with a fund 
that was to charm future ages, and 
convey to the tain$J the moft perma- 
nent and pleafmg fenfations. When 
they followed the manner of the ori- 
. H 4 . ental 
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entals, the Trobadeurs, or the It^r 
liaris, it proceeded froqi a natural im-? 
pulfe, which leads to imitate the ob-; 
je$s conftantly in view; when they 
copied the Greeks, and Romans, it 
owed its effedt to a more refined and' 
elevated genius:-— The various ob- 
je&s of the bards fucceffively altered 
with the times ; the atchievements 
of Charlemagne and the twelve peer* 
of France, drew the attention of the 
French and Italians ; then came the 
croifades and the feats of knights, 
infpired with a military zeal for re- 
ligion -; after thefe were at an end, the 
mind was flill exalted and attached 
to the marvellous, fuited tothe pre- 
vailing manners, fothat the fictitious 
heroes and knight errants eafily fuc- 
ceeded, and the tale was embellifhed 

w}th 
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with the amorous novel, in which 
the Spanifli warriors were introduced 
with fuch a delufive medley of falfe-; 
hood and truth, that fome have 
taken fable for hiftory, and others 
have reje&ed fa& for rotaarice. x At 
lajft a furprifirig genius a'rofe, the uni- 
verfal admiration of mankinds who » 
with the invincible lance of Don 
Quixote, drove for ever all thofe ex- * 
travagant heroes out of the field. 

As mufic is compofed of certain 
tones and cadences, it was neceffary 
that what was to be fung fhould have 
a proper metre adapted to . mufical 
.harmony, from whence the firft ori- 
gin of verfe, in every part of the 
world ; that the Spanifli language is 
admirably adapted to poetic harmo- 
ny. 
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ay, has. been generally allowed, and 
fc*$ been evidently proved by an ex- 
cellent judge, Francifco Salinas, of 
Burgos, born in 15*3* celebrated by 
bis contemporaries for his great {kill in 
raufic, as a performer and a theorift ; 
and though affii&ed with blindnefs 
from his infancy, inftead of depteff- 
ing his mind, it tended to improve 
his mufical genius in a wonderful 
manner. He went to Rome in the 
retinue of Don Pedro Sarmiento, 
archbifhop of Compoftella, and after 
twenty years fpent in Italy, returned 
to Salamanca, where he held a pro-f 
fefforihip of mufic, and died at the 
age of feventy-feven, univerfally adf 
piired and regretted. 

In tracing then the poetry of Caf- 
tile through its various modulations 

fron| 
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from its origin down to the prefent time, 
we may divide it into four periods ; 
the firft from its early dawn till the 
reign of king John the ad; the next 
from this king to the days of Charles 
^he 5th; the third from that emperor 
down to Philip the 4th ; and the laft 
from that reign down to Charles the 
ad, the la ft Auftrian mOfearGn, when 
the genius of Homer :i a>nd- Virgil 
feems to have fled from the banks 
of the Manzanates, and to have 
jftxed its residence on thofe. of the? 
Thames. In this manner its firft 
ftate may be compared to its infancy, 
the fecond to its juvenile days, the 
third to its vigour and manhood,, 
and the fourth to its old age and de- 
cline. 

The 
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The Caftitfan bard made his firft 
effort in an age when there was little, 
refinement in language, and the ear 
uhaccuftomfd to melodious fouiyds, 
or, ftilfiil enough to b.e affe&ed by 
the harmonious numbers, of the-an- 
tients, mtych lefs in actuation to imi-) 
tate theni. , Thje moft antient poet: 
known in.Caftile is not. of a higher, 
cjate than the beginning of the thjr*-; 
teenth century. This is Gpnfelo Bei>. 
ceo t ' native of the town of Bercecv 
in ; Guypufcoa and a monk of' th^i 
<;onven)t of St. Milan, from whofe v 
archives it appears that, he lived iri; 
I22p, he wrote the lives of St. Milan,; 
St. Dominic of Silos, und other Spa-; 
nifh faints ifr Verfe, pf twelve, : thir-?. 
teen and fourteen fyllables, as well 
as a poem on the battle of Simancas, 

where 



SPANISH POETRY. 109. 

where the Moors were defeated by- 
Ramiro the 2d, king of Leon. Thefe 
with fome others are in manufcript, 
in the convent of St. Milan. There 
is likewife a poem of his on the mate 
in the royal library at Madrid, but 
nothing more has been printed than 
his life of St. Dominic, wherein he ac- 
quaints his readers that he attempt* 
ed his poem in Spanilh, ;being total- 
ly unable to perform it in Latin. 

Quiero fer una profa en roman paladino 
En qual fuele el pueblo fablar a vecino 
Ca non fe tan letrado por fer otro latino. 

.- The fimilitude and analogy ob- 
ferved between the latin and Spa- 
nifh verfe, fuch as the. verfe of eight 
feet with the Trocaic, that of five 
with the Adonic, that of eleven with 

the 
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the Sapphic Afdepediad, or Chdr iadi* 
bic, aad other fimilar compofitions, 
fjiciw their origin from the greek and 
latin models ; but with refpe& to 
imitation* we mud rather look for 
it amongft the Trabadours and Ita- 
' lians, from wh&m they borrowed the 
Seneto, Madrigcd, Cancion, T€rceto i 
O&ava Rima % and fimilar poems, dif- 
ferent from the ancient Coplas erf 
Spain. 

The Coplas, called Redondillas, or 
Roundelays, are of great antiquity. 
The Spanifh poets of thofe days, 
when they wrote in latin* made ufe 
of the rhyme of the roundelays, and 
from them perhaps it was adopted in 
the national poetry* An epitaph in 

the 
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the church of Toledo, of the year 
^^S^ has the following lines. 

Mitibus hie mitis, tamen hoftibus cfle fhidebat 
Hoftis, fulgebat propter certairiina litis. 

Which divided by the Qtjwra of rhyme, 
would run thus. 

Mitibus hie naitis, 
Tanren hoftibus cflfc ftudtbat 
Hoftis, fqlgej^t 
Propter certamina litis. 

Another epitaph in the fame 

church is 

Toleti natus; cuju&generofa propago 
.Moribus ornatus fait hie probitatis imago: 
Largufi> magnificus, eledus mendonienfi% 
Donis inmenfis, cua&orum verus amicus. * 

Which divided in the fame manner, 
will be, 

Toleti 
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Toleti niatus, , 
Cujus generofa propago 
Moribus ornatus 
Fuit hie probitatis imago 
Largus, magnificus 
Eleftus Mendionenfisi 
- Donis inmenfis 

f Cunftorum verus amicus. ' 

In the early days of, their poetry* 
we often find verfe of four, five, fix 
and eight fyllables, in the works of 
the infant Don Manuel, who died in 
1362, and alfo made ufe of the Hen- 
decafyllable verfe, as did the itiar- 

quis of Santillana. 

< , ' ■ • 

The verfes of twelve fyllables were; 
ftyled Be arte major , and were ufed 
by king Alfohfo the Wife, in his po- 
em of Las querelas^ or " Complaints" 
againft the rebellion of his undutiful 
fon Sancho; but the verfe of thir- 
teen 



•teen and fourte^ f&tafeb tWinoft 
•aiwttnt Tnetr©, 1 t>«ing ufed by fierceb 
*Ke monk, sndfkirig AMbafoUbove* 

Jd«htib^€S<l.!i;or'j : y, ,i.?-j:iiv/ ii''i. : :: ,•■;. 

, As to rhyme,. r we know, it exifted 

before the Goths extended . them- 
es:} cn-r; ' r.rr, ;■?/■•■••• •■■•oj .";]•;/ - 

felvesto the. foil th, or the Saracens 
penetrated into the weft :' it has been 

thought by fome writers, that even 

:.<Ti 7^ • ~icv ruin • i rJOi»?t'-fC'J •:;„■** 

in ^e ^ Auguftan^age the ^oet? had 
a. partiality for. r^yme at the end» 

, lijke. the Leonine verfe, infta-nces of 

.c;>'jIor . ; u.ia-j:*}'- • \ ■ . T.q .;.. '» 

which are feen in ^Horace, (a), ,0- 
vid (fl), Propertius (c), and $f arti- 



er., 1a:.\ -i .- >• J -u... 



(a) Non fatis eft pulchra effe pownata dulcia funto 

* ' . t t:y :.••(. -nrf-:5ir.-iji . ■:*■!•: ."'T::v 3?T,- • <• 
Et .quocumque voleat, animum auditoris agupto. 



^iizlir.' ; '<:^ efji.ioi ,' 



(t) Quot coelum ftellas, tot habet iua Roma puellas. 

- (c) Ntf tibi tirthena folvatur funis arena. 

,;:T , Lib* I. Eibo. 17. 

I al(«), 
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id {aj^dntbtbejiMtaance "wax cot* 

fidered aallfigure of Jrbstcric.ttrHftWi- 

monkifh writers, without .anyfariittg 




dengtitea wnn jmgnng lounas, um* 
ing with confonance and rhyme to 
IuddIv the place 'of genius and tancy. 



Tupply' the place c 6i genius and tancy. 
To perceive the fimilitude between 



'ohlyfo compare them together.— vin 
epitaph in the' cathedral of Toledo, 

of 1326, is as follows : 

: .;; • ]:■/.. v>» ."i'r-.'iO' 1 ' 1 ''') liv 
Hoc pofitus tumulo fait expers improbitatis, 
intus '.'& exfi-a fuit immeijfce probitatis, - '' 
Laiigu^j , maghificus fuit, & dins omhia gratis, 
JLt fpeculum generis, totius fons bonitatis. 

((f) Dil%b praftantem/iion odi cinna negantem. 

, -r ..•• This 
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4 ' *]ftiis ftfophe preferves, the lame 

'irhyme, as thdfe of the monk fcerceo, 

■ . • ..,*< *'#*'. ?,»»•••»». *t *\* - , > 

* \vith refped td r tW conformance of the 

u f6)kt varies.--- Let us hbw compare it 

. 't^tfr-a ^j^liifair* : epita[^h ; '^ol i tt& year 

l *3*8i'- : - VJ ^" ;1;: ; : < i/v: ' r: * : ■--'* 

?:;. ;::>; '.,..) lvj,.: „... * , ,*••*.. ". > ,^ ;• " U 
T P| ^ancho obifpo 4? avila cqajp fenor ^ojqnKfy, 
Dio muy fcuen'exejipplq, poppc^fuehuen prelatfof 
Fizo c ette m6nafterio de $. TJenito llamado 
Y diole muy glides algos,pordqc^ fu^ftentado, 

' Verfe^ encjixig with : aji, echo, were 

ufed by Juan de. la Enemas and are 

with his other poems in the Cancionero 

'general ' ^ti'nted ; at Seville; ifl '153 5 , 

'Tlwrlaft part of 'the' jieiiiiiitiii^e w6rU ' 

-is echbetfby 1 aHGhiilar bhe/'tfcis';- jlr ' 

*.;!;// !. '; ,if- OliO # . . > ■ (»• 1 / # ; J .#■ »w// 

Pucfto en el duro, y fin cpqlbejo, fuelo, ^ 
Sufre por mi, de tierray cielo, yelo, 
! ~En un pefebre defechalo, echado. 

I 3 many 
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Many new kind of verfe, fuch as 
fapphic, adonic, pbaleucian and o- 
tbers,were introduced byEfermudez , in 
his tragedies of Mze. . The verfe called 
EfdrujvlQ was firft ufed by Cayrafco 
de Figueroa, and always ends with 
dactyls, or words that have the accent 
on the antipenultimate fyllable, with 
' the two laft fyllables fhort, thus, 

Al prado dc fan Geronimo 
Con mis zelos, y mi cantaro. 
Salgo a vengarme de unplcaro 
. . Qgc noyc cLcftilo xacara 



K\.' 



. Vicente Efpinel is corpmonly faid 
.to be the ipveutor of the ver fes called 
after him EJpinelqs, buf this- is contro- 
verted by Don Gregorio Mayans, who 
attributes them to Juan Angel, who 
ufed theni in his poem of Tragitriumfo 
.%.:'.. in 
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in 1593, and: only allows to Efpinel 
the merit of having improved the 
metre. Efpinel alfo wrote a romance 
under the feigned name of ElEfcudero 
Marcos de Obregen, defcribing the fol- 
lies of his youth, from whence the 
French writer La Sage has interwoven 
feveral of . his characters in his ro- 
mance of Gil Bias. 

Other verfes' were called Featknas, 
according to Lopez de Vega, from the 
inventrefs of that name, who fpent fome 
time in men's appafel in the univerfity 
of Salamanca.— It would be an ufelefs 
tafk to relate the variety of inven- 
tions which fprang up in a barbarous 
age, fuch as the retrogade verfe, the 
labyrinth, the cento, the acroflic, and 
Other puerile, fancies, of which Cafa* 
1 3 mud, 
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muel, a Span;fli monk in the laft cenr 
tpjy, has compiled twq fpKo volumes 
upder the title of Jftythmica and Metra- 
mica, which were reprinted in ,It^ly : 
but I w}ll not, take ijp nior f e of yovir 
time with fych trifles,, apd haften tp 
fpeak of hURk. yerfe,. ,\yhich is qf 
great antiquity in Spain,; where they 
feem as fenfible of its dignity aqcj 
majefty a^we $re in Ehgland. They 
had jA&t the fame titqe that the fa- 
mou^IrifHno firft introduced it in 
Italy, fqj- his coQtempqrary Alonfo dp 
• Fuentes, of Seville^publifhp4 & poem 
there in 1547, ia l)lai}k verfe, intitlecj 
La Suma de Phihfophia* Tri/Bno diejl. 

*P J 55? : \;:. \\/ . 

. I this moment receive the agreea- 
ble news q( your fafe return to Eng-? 

land. 
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landLj The pelaneholy account you 
give , me of parties, and fa&ion at 
home, grieves rne exceedingly j but 
I truft in the* fpirit of pur people and 
our numerous refourqes. to overcome 
both fo f reig{i ?md dorneftic enemies* 
Fp.reign nations, unacquainted with 
our conftitution and government, and 
who only foear the mifr.eprefentations 
and clamoui; of fa&ion, imagine w$ , 
are undone;. the French flatter, them- 
selves to have ^n a inanoer : fecurc4 l Q 
ijbemfelves, the poffeflSon qf Ameri- 
ca^ uhder the yeil Qf an alliance with" 
the. coogipfs.; and %hp Spaniards fond- 
ly conceive that Gibraltar will fall aijt 
eafy prey into ( their hands; how.egr.Q. 
gioufly they are deceived; iq this, as we.ll 
<ls in thejr ram^atic ideas of (jonpcr- 
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ing Jamaica, I truft cd providence 

and our own vigorous exertions it* 

....... . : , '.i 

fhew! you tell me we have 1 a fine 

fleet in the Bay, under ttfe 'cOmmatfct 

of an experiehc'ed officer, "Who, i- if 

he (alls in with the enemy, ho dtfubi 

will give a good account of them, 

arid, 1 hope, return hqiheV ctoVrted 

with laurels, tq receive the thanlcs 6$ 

his countrymen* Methinfcs I fee the 

gallant veteran entering c London in, 

triumph, like a Roman conful, with 

the fpoifs of t^e enemy, amidft the 

ihouts arid acclamations of a gratefirf 

people, r^'ating iricelTafntry fris vid. 

torfes ! il t ,r nitrfl faV nii : mbre,- poets 

you Itn&V; aW apt to Have viuons; 

Tet"me tyiWnVmky be : airue ohei 

and^hat 1H WfcarW O^i^^ri^btit 

•*• ' fleets 
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fleets and arms may ever be vi&orious, 
^nd, to ufe the expreflipn of a great ^ 
writer, "aflert tfiutaphantly the rights 
^nd honour of Great-Britain, as far 
as waters, foli, ?nd as winds can wa^ 

Adieu ! 



j j- • i . 
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LETTE,R IX. 

jn#g ^#b*/& /A* #3£ improves the Spanijlr 
Language. — Singular foem of the arc)?pri$ , 
of Hita, 



TOLEDO, nth July, 1778, 

I AM defirous, whilft in this city f 
of faying fomething more to yon 
of the royal poet Alfonfo, the 10th 
king of Caftile, who held his court 
here, and was frrriamed the Wife, on 
account of his great learning and 
knowledge of aftronomy. It was 
here that he caufed thofe famous aftro- 
pomical tables to be drawn up, called 
Alfonfine, after his name, which are 

carefully 
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carefully prqferved in the cathedral 
qf Seville. — He perfected the Spanish 
code, nam^d has Siete Partidas, from 

% tljeir beirjg divided into feven parfs, 
corresponding with the fcyen letters 
of his name. He moreover intro- 
duced the national language into all 
public? writings; an e'jcapjple which, 

* \yas .foon after followed with us, by 
opr Edward the 3d, who gave or- 
ders for the abolifhing of the Norman 
tongue in all public a#$ and judi- 
cial proceedings. , x 
-» 
&ing Alfonfo caufed a great many 
books to be tranflated into the Ca- 
ftilian language, and belides giving 
the example by feveral cpmpofitions 
of his ovyrj in profe and verfe, he 
fpent large fums of money for the 

advancement 
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advancement of fcience, and extend?- 
^ ed his bounty and generoGty on all 
Occafions with the utmoft .magnifi* 
cence.*--Amongft other extraordina- 
• ry performances of this great king t 
there is a poem written in 1272, 
called Theforo, which is in the royal 
library of Madrid, being a treatife 6a 
the philofppher's Hone, written in 
cyphers, ^nd irj magical chara&ers. 
This book is thought to have be*' 
longed to the library of the marquis 
pf Villena, and to have been one of 
thofe faved by the bifhop of Segovia. 
Gil Gonzales de Avila, in fiis hifiory 
of the church of Seville, has given 
(he introduction to this work in Spa* 
nilh verfe, in whiph {he royal poet 
fays he had invited a famous chemift 
from, Alexandria, in Egypt, to teach 

him 
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him the ar* Qjf making gpld, which 
they had frequently pra&ifed toge- 
ther, and had . acquired r *a perfe$ 
knowledge of the philofopbers ftqneu 
The verfe rups th>us< , r ^ rtr v ., t 

* La pifcdra que; Hainan: phUofophat ■ . • ■• » - c * 
Sabia facer, e me la enfeno* . . : . • . / > 
Fizimos la juntos; defpues folo ydj r 
fconque muchas veres credo mi, caudal,, ^ 
E vtendo que puede facerfe efta tal, 
De muchas mancras, mas fifcmprfe una ctifo 

- Yo vos prdpoAgti la mehds penofa, ' r: 
Bor mas : exc£kntc> e mas principal i(a).!. T 

Amongft other numerous works of 
this fovpreign, there is a folio manu* 

(a) That is— he.,kn^y hoy tQ iftate djs pW^ff - 
phcr's fione 1 and taught it me. We made it toge- 
-' ther, and I afterwards made it by myfel£ fQ that'I 
.often increafed my ftoqk ; ind finding that it is to 
.be made in different way*, but always one and the 
fame thing, I propofe to you the lead espenfive, as 
the compleateft and bed method. 

fcript, 
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ickpt, ib' tlie library 6? foled'o! wrif- 
ten oh papef ' : in- Spahifhi 6a mi'fcel- 
iaheoiis fubjefls, Ainftngft the' fell, 
i translating to St! Patrick's Purga- 
tory , in Ireland, wKicH^efhaps may 
be the braghi of thc r fafao«s vifi<?n bf 
Odaenius, mefttiott^A - by' forhe ' Irifh 
writers. : c Alfonfo is 'thought to f Have 
^firftm a trpduqed'pap(sV f in Spain, at leaft 

ufe to have ; beea knovvn amongfti the 

Mahometans; for S a rffliento mentions 

Jiaving feen a paper .manufcript in 

1261. I JDhall not, however, enter into 

further details relating to the works 

of thrs 1 nioftatch, he was a compe- 

jtjjtpr : . ft>y the empire, t with RJchgrd 

fDukeof^ Cornwall, who was chofen 

-tmperor, but not having fortune or 

; ' power 
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ty, was obligerfWf^'t^nt6%ti^lati^ 
and theyeleded another prince. . As 
Jor king n; A4fe^fer;; hi* SHpesces .,»h 
xiuced >hink^i«oi"gr^»t-' ! ft!rftigfew] "Adt 

Aflugh uititotiifctlayiing'ihfeapv^tak^s'dn 

iand innfearaP *tofc»tfitfHfte ; totals 

Jiis fecdrid foii Sanfeho+ebHltd a^aifeffl 
nfm, fnarchea nis own crown irpni 

his . hea& fl .ajs$ c ^!i/fHtffeJ&M*r/ef> ifejc 

•Juugdom. ,^ord4ihJ ui«lu*Hul I a<&; $fifi 

ftis feeWVfatftte's ovenhe liiodrs, 

the 
n;!r;. ii /. 



(b) Alfonio' tbi Wile bad two Ions. Ferdinand the 

ef, ft* &%^ ffl^#ie^*Kit> ufgqpeiitte crown*. j<** 

a minor, fled to France, and was proclaimed king on 
tBc a^tf'Ri^W-**^ rA?^tow ; i>ar^ 
Hft^Wk ; J l^:^c^foifiroiYiffidc£k J&rdb, fititffc 

left a ion, Lewis, who returned to Spain, and ceding 
1n¥ii$it t^Miro^d, Accepted land/V^mlidg'F^ 
dJkpd;Cpie<ii4{h,iencil-niaMlti Ile^or\ GitenfcA, 
daughter of^n^^e^jde, ^pagl^gidcrrsf 
the ducal-houfe of Medina Sidonia,, by whom, he 
left' an only daughter, lfabdla La £erda,Jh& married 

MP a : i{ ^^i*CI^.& JK&aM;de Beayite, 
baftarA fon of the famous iGafton Phxbus Count 
de Toix Lord of Bearne ; on this marriage de Bearne 
3tfi* cifeateff ^nT J #Mdina ^and* a hrgceflate 
gftded I oj»,Ifeb*}fcjbw Wifci- ah »967, .by Hdnry itne' 
ad, firnamed the Ballard, on corid^tipn of her re- 
nouncing again for herfelf and her heirs, all preten- * 

A lingular 
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A fingtilar poet and fatyrift how 
bdciirs, who has efcaped the tefearch* 
ts of Don Nicolas Antoiiio, arid mod 
bther biographers, till difcdvered by 
Don Lewis Velazquez, knight of th<fc 
order of St. James. This is Juan 
Ruiz, arch-prieft.oif Hita, whole works 
are in majiufcript, in the library of 
Toledo, and who flourished in the 
year 1336. Thl? manufcript is in a 
very impferfe# conditio**, witbmany 
ftieets tore out* and others unintelli- 
gible, therefore i fhall confine myfelf 
.to a fpecimfcn of a fatyrical piece, as 
given by Vdafqiiez. 

tons to the crown of Caflile, as grand daughter of 
Alfonfo, proclairned king at the death of Alfonfo, 
the Wife. Afterwards Don Lewis fie Bearfje the 5th, 
Count of Medina Cel^ defcended from Ifabella, was 
created Duke of Afcdina Celi in 1491, by Ferdinand 
and lfabel. 

K This 
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This poem defcribes a cont£ft be* 
tween the time of Eating Meat and 
Lent Time, wherein the former is de- 
feated on AJh Wtdnefday, and remains 
in a deje&ed ftate till Holy^week, 
when recovering his fpirits, he enters 
the lifts and fends a challenge to Lent y * 
by his kcond Don Breakfqfl, fixing the 
time for combat on Eafter- Sunday. 
Lent\ not thinking himfelf obliged 
to receive a challenge from one whom 
he has vanquifhed* finding himfelf 
moreover enfeebled, and not being 
abje to jprpcure a frefli fupply of Tea 
fifh, to recruit hisxonflitution, pro- 
. mifes to meet him at Jerufalem, dreff- 
es himfelf like a pilgrim and snakes 
his efcape on Holy,-Saturday. Two 
potent emperors arrive in the world; 
Don Flejh and Don Love-. They both 

^ make 
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ihake a triumphal entry: the various 
mufical injftruments are ctefcribed, as 
\vell as. the receptioii they meet With, 
from all ranks of people ; a conteft 
arifes concerning who is to receive 
Don Love : each party offers his rea- 
fons and claim for a preference, but 
he refufes them, and fhdws a piredi- 
le&ioh to the author, as an old fer- 
vent of the family, and goes to his 
houfe ; but the apartments beiiig too 
fmall far fiich fplendid guefis, a tent 
is fixed, and here a poetical defcrip- 
tion is given of the four feafons of 
the year, in the nature of a vifion. 
The author, with the confidence of 
an old fervant, enquires of Don Love x 
.where he had been during his ab- 
fenc«? he a^vers, in. the mild' cli- 
mate of Anffalufia during tvinter, and 
4L % complains. 
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complains, that coming to Toledo in 
the beginning of lent, they had fhut 
the gates of the city againft him; on 
xvhich he applied to feveral convents, 
but none would receive him, and at 
lafl; was obliged to pafs the lent in the 
town of Caftro, where he was kind- 
ly entertained. Finally recovering 
his ftrength after lent, he went to the 
fair of Alcala, and from thence wan*- 
dering about the country, had left 
the author, in a melancholy mood, 
who not pleafed with a folitary life, 
confuted an old trot„ called Trota 
Conventos. This forry old woman ad- 
vifes him to make love to a nun, suid 
paints the delight of fuch amours. 
Trota Cmventw applies to a nun, 
to whom fhe had raftered former 
fef vices, fpeaks in fc&our of the 

*, archprieft, 



SPANISH POETRY. i 33 

archprieft, and ads as procurefs be* 
tween them. A long dialogue en- 
fues, with the perfuafions of the old 
Jezabel on one fide, and the refiftance 
and inconveniences alledged by the 
nun on the other. Trota Conventos 
difplays the chara&ef of the arch- 
prieft ; — the nun at laft confents to 
receive him oil honourable. terms f 
and dies in two months. The arch- 
pried is much grieved, and engages 
the? old hag to procure him a wife, 
flie finds out a moor, who refufes: the 
offer— the author relates the fongs he 
had compofed fox jews and moors, 
adapted to various inftruments, and 
proper for dances, and to be fung by 
blind men and ftrollers. — Trota Con- 
ventos dies, the ravages of death are 
tfefcribed, as* well as the ingratitude 

K 3 ^ 
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of relations and heirs- The epitaph 
of Trola Coriventos is given. Prevent 
tatives are offered againft the fudden 
a#s. of death; which are to.be guard- 
ed againft with the fhield of good 
works, 

Such is the main fcope of this 
whimfical poem, many parts of which 
are unintelligible at prefent. One 
of the laft verfes faysexpreflly that it 
was finiftied in the year 4378. — The 
work is not deftitute of poetical in- 
vention, and feems to be a violent 
• fatyr on the times, abounding with 
moral reflexions, as well as hvely de- 
fcriptions of the vices of fome of the 
principal perfon^ges of the court. 
At the fame time the poet feems to 
laugh in his eafy chair, and might Save 
i furnifhed 
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furnifhed a model for Rabelais, who 
probably never faw this poem: — 
from the freedom with which the ; 
archprieft has painted the vices of the 
times, we may call him the Petronius 
of Spain. Some of his vSjrfes have 
the fame metrcas the grqek.and latin 
hexameters, for inflance, 

Fis vos pequeno libro, de tefta mas que de glofa, 
Non creo que es pequeno, ant es mui gran plofa. 

The prefent archbifliop of Toledo, 
Don Francifco de Laranzaija has very 
geheroufly opened the library of the 
cathedral for the life of the public, 
and I might mention other ancient 
poets, whofe works are in the Can- 
cionero of Jiian Alfopfo de Baena, col- 
lected in the reigh of king John the 
2d, which includes thofe who pre- 
K4 ceded 
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ceded, a? well as contemporary poets ; 
but it would make no amends for the, 
time loft in looking over fuch wri- 
tings, totally divefted of genius or 
fade, hardly one of them able even 
to make a good rhyme ; you will al- 
ready have perceived that I partake 
of th^ gloom that hsings dver this 
city ; or, as the French call it, ennui. 
Its very gates feem to proclaim it, for 
over the principal one, the gate del 
Cambron, an inscription is placed un- 
„:der the ftatue of St. Leocadia, the 
tutelary patronefs of the city, in which 
flie is requefted to free them from fuch 
y a complaint s 

Tu noftra civis inclita, 
Tu es patrona vernula, 
Ab urbis hujus tcrmino 
Procul i-^pelle taedium. * 

LETTER 
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LETTER X. 



Second period of Spanijh "Poetry in the i$tb cen- 
tury. — Char after of King John the fecond, and 
. of bis Jon King Henry the fourth of Caftik. \ 



MADRID, 20th July, 1778; 

A S the heats begin to be exceffive 
/ ^ here, I fliall food make an ex- 
curfion to St. Ildefonfo, a royal feat 
which ftands in a : very high fituation 
amidft the Guadarrama mountains, 
that are covered with fnow till the 
middlfe of June: theire the court en- 
joy a cool 'and pleafant fummer, and 
behold a fecond fpririg after their de- 
parture from Aranjuez, which they 
^nerally le**? toTA/^-'is the end of 
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June. In autumn they remove again 
to the Efcurial, fpend part of the 
winter in the new palace at Madrid, 
and are occafionally at the Cafa del 
Campo, a fmall villa near Madrid; 
. or at the Par do, about two leagues 
from hence ; and thus with the diffe- 
rent hunting parties of the feafon ; 
thefe regal conftellations perform 
their annual orbits with great punc- 
tuality and famene{s.—~On fuch oc- 
cafions, every thing is extravagantly 
dear at thefe places ; whichdbecomes a 
heavy charge upon all the foreign 
minifters, whofe duty obliges them 
to attend OfJf^he monarch ; and fince 
Lord Rochford's time I underftand an 
extraordinary allowance is made to 
our arabaffadors for this purpofe.— 
Let me now make a retrogade move* 

. .'-. ment, 



_ _a 
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nient, and recall . your attention to 
the court of John the fecond, king of 
Caftile, fon of Henry the third and 
Catharine daughter of John of Gaunt, 
duke of 1-ancafter, by Conftance of 
Caftile. Under this prince we may 
properly fix the fecond period of 
Spanifli poetry, in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, and I fhall juft give you a flight 
fketch of fame of the principal cha- 
racters of his court. * The king him- 
Jfelf was a great favourite of the mufes 
.and an excellent judge of poetical 
merit ; he underftood and fpoke latin 
fluently, and was not only a good 
poet, but moreover, encouraged all 
, thofe.that excelled in that art, delight- 
ing in the conversation of men of ge* 
nius and talents ; under fuch a Me* 
cenas, no wonder that the nobles 

fliould 
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fhould follow the royal example, and 
the palace of king John refemble the 
court of ApollQ : but with all thefe 
amiable qualities, this indolent prince 
buffered himfelf to be governed by 
* his favourites* and minions* which 
brought on him the hatred of his 
fubje&s, who fhewed their fpirit of 
refentment to fuch a degree, that the 
king caufed his Privado, Don Alvaro 
de Luna, to be beheaded at Vallado- 
lid. — I fhall fay nothing more of the 
marquis of Villena, as he lived in re- 
tirement under this reign, where we 
find Fernan Perez de Guzman, Lord 
'of Barres, who was both an hiftorian 
and a poet ; thd printed Cancipneros 
abound with his works, and fome are 
in the manufcript one of Juan Alfonfa 
de Baena ; he is author of a poem in- 

^itlec| 
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titled Las fentericias y coplas de Men 
vivir, printed at Lifbon in 1564, and 
alfo publiflied the chronicle of king 
John* He likewife wrote in profe 
the lives of all the great men who 
flourifhed in that kings reign in arms, 
or letters, intitkd Claros varones Efpa- 
noies, a book greatly efteemed : In its 
imitation Fernando del Pulgar afteiv 
wards writ another, dedicated to Ifa- 
jbella queen of Caftile, printed at 
Madrid in 1678, at the end N of the 
epitome of the chronicle of king John 
the fecond. — — Guzman had for 
contemporary that illuftrious noble- 
man Don Inigo Lopez de Mendoza, 
marquis of Santillana, who lived till 
the time of Hentfy the fourth, 1 fon to 
John the fecond. By order of king 
John he drew up a collection *>f mo- 
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ral proverbs for the inftru£ion of 
prince Henry his fon, and for thd 
fame purpofe-alfo wrote a treatife on 
favourites^ intitled Dodtrinal de pri- 
vados, in which Don Alvaro de Luna 
is reprefented as fpeaker, and gives 
advice to his fucceffor, how he fbould 
behave like a good minifter,.and not 
follow his treacherous example. — He 
likewife made a collection of antient 
proverbs in , the Spanifh : language^ 
which were reprinted with, other cu- 
rious pieces of Spanifh literature ia 
1737, by Don Grsgorio Mayans.— - 
The marquis**, fupported : a literary 
correfpondetice \foith the lord high 
coriflable of Portugal^. Don a Pedro, fon 
of the Infant Don Pfedro, duke of 
Coimbra ; at the requeft of this 
prince, he wrote him & long letter* 

fending 



SPANISH POETRY. 143 
fending him a colle&ion of his po- 
ems, and giving him a circumfiantial 
account of the ftate of poetry in 
Spain. Father Labbe fays, that a-* 
^mongfl the king of France's manu- 
fcripts f they poffefs feveral of the 
marquis's poems and letters. All 
the great men of his time were defi- 
rous of a literary correfpondence with 
him. Don Gomez Manrique, a great 
poet, and brother to Don Roderic; 
firft Count of Paredes, and uncle to 
Don George Manrique, another cele- 
brated poet, wrote a ,poem to the 
marqliis, requefling his works, and 
compofed feveral others in his praife: 
This great man died in 1458, to the 
great regret of all his acquaintance! 
The famous poet Juan de Mena par* 
ticularly laments this event in a poem 

he 
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em he wrote on the occafion, intitlecl 
Coronation, wherein hefuppofed himfelf 
to have been carried up to Parnaffus; 
and feen the mufes and virtues crown 
the marquis with laurels, and with 
much elegance fings his praifes as A 
philofopher, a poet, a foldier, and a 
chriflian. 

The firft Duke of Infantado wa$ 
fon to this illuftrious Marquis, and 
dire&ed in his will, that all the pioems 
of his father, as well as his library, 
fhould be intailed in the family along 
ikvith the eftate* and be pfeferved in 
Tiis palace of Guadalaxara, where 
it is faijd thertf is a very curious col- 
lection of manufcripts. Thia ducal 
family has built at Guadalaxara a 
fumptuous chapel to depofit the re- 
mains 
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mains of their anceftors, in imitatioa 
of that famous one at the Efcurial; and 
is alio called a pantheon ; it contains 
twenty-fix urns arranged in proper 
order, with a great profuOon of curi- 
ous marble, and coft 1*082,770 reals 
yellon, or £12181. 

After having faid fo much of the 
jtnarquis of Sa&tillana, I come to the 
great Juan de Mena, of Cordova* his 
friend, whofe poetical talents were £0 
admired by king John, that he re* 
tained him conftantly at his court, 
and would frequently cor reft his 
verfes wuh his own hand. The inoft 
celebrated piece of this poet is his 
JLabyrinth % in three hundred o£lavas f 
from whence it is called Las (res cientas 
4e Juan de Mena % divided infcp fevea 
L parts 
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parts according to the planets, be- 
ginning with the moon, and finifhing* 
with faturn, which has been learn- 
edly, commented upon by Fernan 
Nunez de Guzman, fiiled El Pinciana % 
todiftinguifh him from the hiftorio- 
grapher I before mentioned. Mena's 
poems have gone through a variety 
of editions, the oldeft was printed at 
SarragofTa in 15 15. That of Seville 
in 1528 contains more poems, and 
they were reprinted at Antwerp in 

I muft mention a very polite and 
accomplifhed gentleman, who juft 
reached the days of King John ; his 
profe compofitions are eftimable for 
their antiquity, as well as purity and 
elegance of language. This was Pe- 
dro 
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dro Lopez de Ayala., He tranflated 
Livy* into Spanifh, much about the 
time that it firft appeared in French 
by Peter Berchorius, a ^Jenec^Hne ' 
monk. He alio tranflated, from the 
Italians the fall of princes of Boc- 
cacio, and the Trojan hiftory of Gui- 
do Colonna ; Boetius de Confolationt < 
Philofophice, and Ifidore de Summo Bono. 
He lived under four kings,, Peter, 
Henry 2d f John ift, and Henry 3d. 
of all which he compiled the chroni^> 
des; the three firft were printed, but : 
that of Henry the 3d is ftill in manu*- 
fcript, m the convent of St. Martin, 
in Madrid, In this work there is ap 
original letter, from Bajazet to Henry 
3d, which occafioned the. famous em- 
baffy to Tamerlane, by Henry, who 
lent Ruy Gonzales de Ctevijo, as his \ 
h % ambajOTadpr 
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ambaffador to that fovereign, an ac- 
count of which Was publifhed l*y 
Argote de Molina.-^- Ay aid. is taxed 
' with^jreat partiality and flattery in 
. favour of the rebel Henry again ft his 
bi other king Peter, whom he ftabbed 
T^ith his own hand, and then ufurp- 
dl hisnlominions. The true chroni- 
cle of Peter Was written by John de 
Gaflro bifhop of Jaen, but Was firp- 
prefled by the partizans of Henry, 
after he tame to tfoe throne.- — Be- 
fore I take my leave of king John, let 
nife mention another writer that will 
afford you much entertainment, 
that is the bachelor Fernan Gomez 
de Ciudad Real, Who was forty- four 
years phyfician to king John 2d, and 
of courfe well acquainted with all the 
intrigues of his court; his lfelters 

were 
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mere publiflied at Burgos ijn ,1499, 
«nd throw gjreat light on many ac- 
tion* of ttie principal chara#ers of 
iiis .time* This book vvas lately re- 
printed of. Madijid [a]. There is 9, 
letter .ampngft them from the poet 
Juan de Mena, complaining qf the 
behaviour of the bifhop of Cuenca, 
ip burning and (ecreting the books 
of the ma^rquife $f Vil,lena (p). 

(a) Centbn epiftolario de Gomez de Ciudad Real, 
generaciones y Semblanzas de. Perez de Gu&nan : cla- 
ros varones de Caflilla y letras de F. delPulgar. JMa- 
dridi775- 

(b) In a fonder letter I faid it was the bifljop of 
Segovia, who burned the books of the marquifs of 

^VUle^a, rifled by a modern Spanifli writer, when I 
fhould haye (aid, that it was Don Lope Barrientqs 
bilhop of Cuenca. Juan deMena tells us he burned a 
^ndrcd books by order of the king, and fecrcteA 
.many others.— Se d^re$ Gomez to fend him a letter 
10 be fliewn to the king, in order to get the book* 

L 3 The 
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The depravity of -the age gave rife 
to another fatyrift, whofe verfe is 
mentioned in Don Quixote, under 
the feigned name of Coplas de Mingo 
Revulgo, a fatyrical poem, written ir* 
a paftoral dialogue, cohfifting of thir- 
ty-five flanzas between the ftiepherd 
Mingo, or Dominic, and GilArebato, de- 
fcribing the vices of king Henry the 
fourth; fon to John the fecond, re-, 
preaching. him as a bad fhepherd, 
who took no care of his flock. The 
fluttering fhepherd, Tartamixdo^ is 
Mofes, Chrifiovai Mexia is the Meffiah, 
and the Meco Moro is. Mahomet. All 

again out of the bifhop's hands, who he adds had 
fecn no more of the books than the king of Mbroc- 
. co. INIena is veiy folicito^s ftr-thechaaibfterofihe 
marquifs, that the remains of his library fliould not 
Fall to fo unworthy an heir, who had fo little tePptfk* 
for his fame. .' 

their 
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\their flocks are reprefented as graz- 
ing promifcuoufly, without any reguV 
' latien or government, to the ruin and 
downfall of the kingdom, in which 
• v Chriftians, Jews; and Mahometans, 
lived intermixed, without controul 
ot fubordination ; for thus we muft 
- underftand the tenth couplet* 

Moderrado con' el fuejio 
No' lo cura de almagrar^ 
-Porque noentiende de dar 
Cuenta de ello • a jiingtm ductio. ' . . " 
Quanto'yo ilo amoldaria 
Lo de Chriftoval Mexia, ,, „,.. 
Nidel otro tartamudo, 
Ni del Meco Moro agudo; ^- 

Todo va por una via I . 



N 
i 



Some have attributed this poem to pj 
. Juan de Mena, others to Fernan del 
Pulgar, of which opinion is the hiflb- 
L 4 rian 
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jian Mariana ; *wad when we oon&ier 
the comment of Pulgar, always pant- 
ed along with the poem, explain- 
ing the moil obfcure paffages, it feems 
to be « probable conjecture. As to 
the vices of Henry the fourth, they 
exceed the pen of the mod poignant 
fatyrift. He (lands charged with hay- 
ing copfented to the infidelity of his 
queen, with Betran de la Cueva, 
who for jecompence was created 
Count of Ledefma. The :princefs 
Jane was fuppofed to >be the ifftie of • 
this amour'; her 'legitimacy was 
publicly contefted, which occasioned 
much bloodfhed, -axjd endetf in her 
being obliged to retire to a convent, 
% JUgmatisfiti with the name'of LaJicr- 
toandma; and -Henry's MerliabdBa 
itfcatns hshefs of the ttoim of iGaf- 

tile, 
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tile; which by her marriage with Fer- 
dinand of Aragon* became united 
for ever /to that kingdom. 

We now draw near to a more po- 

liflied age, and to new ^events under 

the aufpicious reign of Ferdinand 

and Ifabel ; another great genius 

'appears on the ^horizon, the poet Juan 

de la Encina, who went to Jerufalerii 

with-ehe marquis of Tarifa, and has 

defcribed that expedition in verfe ; 

while we clafe 'him in point of time 

as thelaft poet of the age, we mud 

exalt him to the firft rank for the 

harmony and power of his numbers. 

He translated the eqlogues of Virgil, 

applying the circumftances *o the 

events of Ferdinand and,'Ifab&, in 

whofe praife he wrote his poem of 

Triumfo 
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Triumfo de la fanta, and his Arte de 
poefia'Cqflellana in profe, dedicated to 
the prince Bon John, all which he 
completed, between the age of four- 
•teen and twenty-five, as appears from 
the oolle&ion of his works printed at 
SaragoiTa, in 1516- - 

,. The Caftilian mufe now began to 
affurae a loftier flight. Juan de Me- 
na introduced an elegance of expref- 
fion, George Manrique and his, ne- 
phew [a] polifhed her flyle, and em- 
fa) George Manrique the nephew, was fon of Ro- 

. cleric Co.uqt of Paredes, and wrote an elegy on the 
death of his father, printed at Macfrid* with a glof- 
fary, in 1632, in Svo, along with the Coplas pf 

- Mingo Revulgo, thq moral proverbs ' of the marquis of 
Santillana,..and other fugitive pieces. — The moral 

, pieces of George JManrique, the uncle, were printed 
at Antwerp in 1594, with a comment by Francifcc* 
Gu2tnan. 

belliflie4 
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jbellifhed it with more eafy rhyme. 
The marquis of Santillana difembar-? 
raffed her from the fetters of couplets, 
and made her acquainted with the 
Verfification of the Provenzals and 
Italians. Finally, Juan de la Encina 

- fhewed her to be equal to the powers 
of the drama, following the exam- 
ple of the marquis : of : Villena in 
tranflating the latin poets, and in 
laying down precepts for the art, 
which was as much as could be ex- 
pelled at that time.— rBefides the 
Cautioner a of Baena, a further Cancw-* 
nero general FJ was compiled by Hernaa 
del Caftillo, including all the poets 
from Juan de Mena down to the edi- 
tor, and has gone through feveraledi* 

, tions, the third was at Seville in 1535, 
and another at Antwerp, in 1573. 

- ■ XJSTTER 
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LETTER XI. 

fbe third period, or golden age of Sfavifh poetry 9 
in the i6tb century. 

MADRjID, *jd July, i? 7 g; 

I Went laft night to lake leave ojf 
fome acquaintance previous to 
my departure for St. Ildefonfo, and 
fpent theievening in a moil agreeable 
party, at one of thofe private affemj- 
felie$,4hat gOiby the name of Terlulias, 
hut from whence they .have derived 
tins appellation I can jiot inform 
you.^In many families thefe little 
parties are held every evening, £pd 
(canfifl of a number .of £eled friends, 
who venliven this friendly Society. 

As 
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As foon as the company begins t<* 
aifefflble, they divide inter different 
aftATtmtm& ; refreshments are imme- 
diately diftributed, confifting of fher- 
bets, fw6etmeats t and chocolate : a 
cheafful and lfcvely converfation rs 
fappontd oh A variety of pfeafing; 
ftibje&s* in which the prielate/ the% 
fbldier* and the civilian, come in for 
a (hare, and the ladies contribute 
tfieir part. In another apartment a 
more grave fet are ainufed with 
cards, while a few gallant kni^htsi 
With the crimfdn infignia of chivak 
fy oh their breafts, divide themfelves 
amongft the fair Hfteners, and the a- 
mbrous glance is enlivened by fpark-, 
ling eyes and every expreffion of fea- 
ture : — while one echoes the foft 
murmurs of love, a delicate finger 

fQiihdi 
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founds the guitarre, and adds to its 
harmony with a fong. — Each party 
is happy, no tirefome ceremony in- 
terrupts* their felicity, the very idea, 
of jealoufy is flruck out of the rubric : 
wit and good humour are the. prin- 
cipal purfuits, added to a ^hearful 
mind, unbent with every focial at- 
tribute : — no plodding about politics 
or the debts of the nation. — Happy 
moments thus glide away impercepti- 
bly, till the ufual hour comes, and 
then every one retires in filence, 
pleafed and contented !- — Amongft a 
variety of entertaining fubjeds that are 
occafiorially difcuffed in this entertain- 
ing junto, they happened laft night 
to f]peak of the golden age of poetry . 
in Spain, which was agreed upon, to 
havetajken place in the fixteenth cen- 
tury, 



\ 
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fui*y, with the jre-eftablilhment of 
letters in that kingdom, -when a new 
field was opened to the mufes, who*' 
Jbanifhed from the Eaft, liftehed to 
the few Spaniards wha courted them, 
and accepted of their addreffes ; at the 
time that a true tafte was reviving in 
Italy, utid'er,the influence of Sannazar, 
Bembo, and;Ariofto, w and the mufes 
recovering from that drooping ftatc 
they had fallen into at 1 the death of 
Petrarch. The firft promoters of this 
brilliant revolution in Spain, were 
Juan Bofcan, -Garcilafo de la Vega, 
the great Don Diego de Mendoza, 
Gutierre de Cetinia, and Don Lewis 
de Haro, who were followed by Fran- 
cifco Saa de Miranda Pedro'de Padil- 
la' v Gregorio Hernandez de Velafco 
and others; who, befides the Italian 

rhyme, 
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rhyme, adorned thqir own language 
with the further embettifhra^nt* re- 
quired by the mufes, fuch as lively in- 
vention, graceful ftyle, putity of dic- 
tion, and dignity of fentiment, equal 
to elevated fubje&s : to fhew t however,, 
the foibles of the human mind, with 
the banefcri effe& of envy, when ge- 
nius makes a new effort ; a fet of met] 
yras not wanting, who looked with a 
jealous eye on the verification of the 
Italians ; and fuch is the effe& of pre- 
jodice, that it even worked upon the? 
moft ingenuous minds. Bofcan ac- 
knowledges, that he attempted to in- 
troduce the mew metre, at the peffuat-* 
fion of Navagero, the Venetian am* 
baffador at the court of Charles the 
5th, and he happily fucceeded, hav- 
ing compofed various fonnets and 

pa florals, 
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fteftb'f&ls, ih the Italian metre, which 
tfigt With great acceptation, riotwith- 
ftanditag the othfer patty erideavbiired 
to teffen their merit, by calling' fuch 
poets by thd nafaie of Petrarquifts. Bofc 
can trknflated the fable Qf Leahder 
arid Herd from th£ Greek of Mufeus 
arid a tragedy of Euripides; which 
ferved to polifli the ftyle of his 
contemporary and friend Garci- 
lafo de Ik Ve£aL Bofcah further 
improved his iriind by travel * in 
Germany and Italy, in the fervice of 
the emperor Charles, reaping the 
fame advantages as Chaucer had done 
before him with u$, and may be tru- 
ly faid to be the Pettareh of Spain. 

The great Don Diego de Mendoza. 

merits a more particular inyeftiga- 

JVf tipn 
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tion from his exalted cha rafter as a 
poet, a foldier, and a flatefman* 
This illuftrious perfonage was of the 
noble houfe of Mendoza, being fori 
of Don Ignacio Lopez de Mendoza* 
fecond count of Tendilla, and mar- 
quis of Mondejar. Our poet was 
born in Granada, about the year 
1500, and educated in the univerfity 
of Salamanca, where he applied hitn- 
felf clofely to the latin, greek, he- 
brew, and arabic languages. Befides 
the advantages of his high birth, he 
enjoyed thofe *of court favour, and 
was honoured with the mod eminent 
dignities; for he was a Commandeur of 
the order of Alcantara, counfelior of 
ftate to the emperor Charles, and his 
ambaflador at Venice and at Rome, 
as well as at the famous Council of 

Trent, 
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Trent, where he made a confpicuous 
figure. His long refidence in Italy, 
added to his natural genius, gave 
him every opportunity of improve- 
ment, infomuch that he was reckoned 
one of the politeft fcholars, and mod 
accomplifhed gentlemen of his time. 
He is faid to have had a mdJft forbid- 
ding afpe&, added to a peculiar feve- 
rity of temper, which was of great 
prejudice to him when he was gover- 
nor of Sienna; he feems to have 
conveyed it to his verfe, which is in 
general harfh, for he faintly imitated 
the manner of Bofcan, and ftili re- 
tained the languid expreffion of old 
times, which he was not able to con- 
quer, notwithftanding his frequent 
communication with the molt cele- 
brated poets of Italy. Whilft a flu- 
M 2 dent 
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dent at the univerfity of Salamanca, 
he writ that little piece called the 
life of Laiarillo de Tormes % which was 
fbon after tranflated into Italian, and 
alfo into Englifh : the great au<* 
thor little thought at that time, that 
his performance would ever ferve to 
grace the ftalls of Moorfields. — But 
this en pajfantt for he makes a confide- 
rablfe figure as an hiftorian in his Civil 
wars ef Granada, wherein he alfo 
fpeaks as a contemporary, as his 
nephew the marquis of Mondejar, 
was the general, under whofe com- 
mand all thofe great adions were per- 
formed. — It is difficult to. beftow 
praifes equal to the elegance of this 
claffical performance, in which the 
beauty of ftyleis fo great, and the fen* 
timent every where fo nobly fup- 

ported, 
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ported, that he rivals Salluft and 
Tacitus; while as a foldier he has 
the corre&nefs and temper of Caefar % 
and may be faid to unite in the 
higheft degree the charade* of a fine 
gentleman, and an experienced com- 
mander. — Many pieces of his, written 
with much freedom, flili remain in 
manufcript in private hands, and ir^ 
the grand duke's library at Florence. 
His other poems were printed, with 
the following title, Obras del infigne 
Cdvallero Don Diego de Mendoza en 
Madrid, 1610. — His fine library he 
bequeathed to Philip the 2d, and it 
ferves as one of the principal orna- 
ments of the efcurial [a], 

(a) The compiler of the new Spanifh Parnaffus, 
{peaking of Don Diego Mendoza, and of his having 
fceen ambafladpr in England, acknowledges he can- 

M 3 Another 
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Another valiant feldier now occurs^ 
who diftinguifhed hirafelf as a poet, 
and joined with Don Diego de Men- 
doza in introducing the metre of Pe- 
trarch, and poliftiing the language of 
his own country. This was Garci- 

not difcover at what time; which makes me think 
he miftook him for his brother, Don Bernardino de 
Mendoza, who was ambaflador in England in queen . 
Elizabeth's time, and on her being informed that he 
had been concerned in all the cabals that Throcmor- 
ton and others had contrived againft her perfon and 
flate, fhe caufed him to be fharply reprimanded by 
the council, who commanded him to depart the 
realm, which he not doing, they fent him on 
board captain Hawkins's veflel, who landed him at 
Calais, and Sir William Wade was fent to complain 
of Mendoza, and juftify the neceffity of the ftep ; 
but Philip was fo offended, he would not fee him, 
and referred him to his council, on which Sir Willi- 
am quitted Spain, faying his orders were to addrefs 
himfelf to the king, and fince he would not admit 
him, he had then nothing more to do in the king- 
dom. — Winquefort* 

lafo 
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lafo de la Vega, born at Toledo in 
1503, knight of the order of Alcanta- 
ra, and fon of Garcilafo de la Vega, 
ambaffador from the catholic king at 
the court of Rome, fon of Hernan ^ 
Perez de Guzman, a celebrated poet. 
Garcilafo diftinguiflied himfelf early 
as a military man in the armies of 
Charles the fifth, particularly at the 
fiege of Tunis, where he was wounded 
in the face and in the arm. He at- 
tended the emperor in Piedmont, 
having eleven companies of infantry 
under his command, and was mor- 
tally wounded at the ftorming of a 
tower near Frejus, being only thirty- 
three years old, at which the em- 
peror was fo irritated, that all the 
peafants who defended it, were put 
to the fword. Thus fell, in the 
M 4 prime 
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prime of life, ? gallant foJdier and an 
accotnplifhed genius, who had greatly 
improved the poetjy of Spain by ppr 
lifting its numbers, and introducing 
tjtxc melody ?nd harmony of the Lta-* 
lian veifiiication, with which he ha4 
been early acquainted, as well as 
with th,e principal Jtalian po^ts of 
his time, fo that he has juftly b^een 
ftiled The Prince of Spantfh poets, having 
with his friend Bofcan brought Jthe 
Spanifh poetry to its higheft perfec- 
tion. — §till the national pric^e of Don 
ChriflcjvaJ. de Caftillejo, eqdjeavpnrec^ 
to oppofe tfre pr9grefs of harmony 
and poeticaj. numbers, apd ^ough he 
was at Vienna as fecretary to prjnce 
Ferdinan/tf, afterwards ejpperpr ; he 
flill inveighed againft fris country- 
mien, particularly in a fatyrical pjece 

'« againft 



l 



SPANISH POETRY. i* 9 

** againft thofe who quitted the Spa- 
nifli metre to adapt the Italian : M and 
in a poeflpi intitled Pttrwquijlas, he in- 
troduces Juan deMena, George Man- 
rique, Garpi Sanchqz, Cartagena, ajnd 
Torres Naharro, as followers of the 
Spanifh oietre, in oppofition to Bof- 
can, G&rctfafo, Don Luis deHajro, and 
Don Diego Mendosa, accufing this 
te$L of having made ufe of verfe with 
kaden feet. 

You will find neverthelefs in tlic 
poets of thi? age, a foftnefs and flu- 
ency unknown to their predeceffors ; 
Hernandez diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his tranflation of the jEneis of Vir- 
gil, and his firft and fourth ec- 
logue, as alfo the poem of Sannazzar 
fe partu virginis. Juan de Guzman 

likewife 
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likewife tranflated the Georgics of 
Virgil with the greateft fuccefs, which 
were printed at Salamanca in 1586. 

Lope de Rueda, a celebrated ac- 
tor, now began to give fome form to 
the Spanifh ftage, being alfo a prin- 
cipal performer of his own compofi* 
tions, which were publifhed after 
his death, by Juan Timoneda ; he 
was followed by Bartholome de Torre 
Naharro, another writer for the ftage, 
whofe comedies and other poems 
were publifhed by himfelf, under the 
whimfical name of Propahdia: Juan 
de la Cueva was the next in fuccef- 
fion to Naharro, who adorned the 
dramatic mufe, as Don Alonfo de Er«* 
cilia did the epic. 

Fernandof 
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Fernando de Herrera, by a lingu- 
lar caprice, acquired the firname of 
Divine from the fire and energy 
of his verfe, though he was fur- 
paffed in facility of rhyme by Don 
Eftevan Manuel de Villegas, who ad- 
mirably enriched his own language 
with all the graces of the Latin fap- 
phics, Hexameters and Pentameters, 
uniting the wit of Horace, the graces 
of Anacreon ? the freedom and ele* 
gance of Tibullus, with the politenefs 
of Propertius, and the natural turn 
of Theocritus. His poems were pub- 
lifhed under the title of Eroticas. 
He alfo tranflated Boetius, in a man- 
ner equal to his great reputation. 

The perfecuted Father Lewis de 
Leon may juftly be Ailed one of the 

principal 
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principal favourites of the raufes in 
this polite age, imitating Pindar, 
Horace, Virgil and Tibullus, as well 
as Petrarch and Bembo. — His elegant 
Verfioas of the facred writings drew 
pn him an unjuft and fevere perfequ* 
tion from his rivals, and after long 
end cruel fufferings in the dark pri- 
fons of the inquifition, he came ou{ 
with honovir and triumph, to the 
cpnfufion and difgrace of his enemies ! 
Next to him \ye inufl place the two 
brothers of the name of Argenfola, 
who equally claim the title of the 
Horace of Spain, ?tnc| have not fince 
been equalled* 

We muft alfo write with golderj 
letters in the temple of fame, a cele-. 
brated ftatefman,. Gonzalo Perez, fe* 

qretarjf 
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cretary of ftate to Philip the fecond* 
and father to the unfortunate Anto- 
nio Perez, fecretary to Philip* as his 
father had been, and whofe melan- 
choly ftory is well known : Having 
had the good fortune to efcape from 
Philip, he finifhed his days in obfcu- 
rity, in France, under the protec- 
tion of Henry the 4th. With the 
permiffion of queen Elizabeth, he 
went, for a little time, to England, 
and was in correfpondence with Effex 
and other perfons of that time* — But 
to return to his father Gonzalo, he 
diftinguifhed himfelf as a poet by an 
elegant tranflation of the Odyfley of 
Homer, in blank verfe, in which 
attempt he flood unrivalled till the 
Britilh mufe, jealous of a foreign bard, 
difputed with him -the honour of ex- 
celling 
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celling in fo noble a career, — As 
for Chriftoval de Mefa, he faintly 
clofes the expiring aera, and though 
a fcholar of Taflb, with whom he lived 
five years in Rome, he remained far 
behind him, and unequal #to epic po- 
etry: fome of his performances are 
tolerable, fuch as the fable of Nar- 
dflus, from Ovid, his imitation of 
the Beatus Me of Horace, a poetical 



compendium of the art of poetry, 
and fome paftorals.- — After this laft 
effort, we rauft now view the Spanifh 
mufe like a (lately tree, arrived at its 
ultimate period of improvement, and 
gently bending its head to the all 
powerful influence of time, gradu- 
ally declining with the progeny of 
Philip the 2d, who, after a long reign, 
expired in the Efcurial, overwhelm.. 

ed 
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ed with difeafe, in the raoft excru- 
ciating pains, and devoured by ver- 
min. The mufes wept, forefeeing the 
decline of the Philips, and clofed the 
brightnefs of their days with the cen- 
tury ! One of the laft writers who 
fupported this tottering fabric, was 
the Count de Rebolledo, a gentle- 
man of diftinguifhed talents, and a 
foldier of great intrepidity. He ferv- 
ed firft in the marine department, 
under Don Pedro de Leyva, and hav- 
ing the command of a galley, gave 
proofs of the utmoft bravery againft 
the Turks : he afterwards ferved in 
Flanders with equal reputation as a 
colonel of horfe, and was employed 
as a'minifter to the imperial court on 
buGnefs of great moment ; and Ferdi- 
nand the 2d, being^at the diet of Ra- 

tilbonne, 
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tifbonne, was fo plfeafed with his ctfflk 
da& and prudence, though at that 
time only thirty-fix years of age, that 
he conferred on him the dignity of a* 
Count of the facred Roman Empire. 
-—He was afterwards minifter ple- 
nipotentiary in Denmark, after which' 
he returned to Madrid and wad 
of the council of war, and died in 
his eightieth year, univerfally regret- 
ted. — His works were printed at> 
Copenhagen and Antwerp ; many of 
his poems are dedicated to Chrif- 
tina Queen of Sweden ; his Selva 
Danica to Sophia Amelia Queen of l 
Denmark, and his Selva Militar y Po- 
litica to his own fovereign, Philip the 
4th, from whom there are fixty-eight 
original letters extant, written to him 
from 1648 to 61, many of the king's 

own 
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own hand, white in Denmark; feven 
"from the cardinal Infant Don Ferdi- 
nand, arid other illuftrioiis perfohages. 

Many poets howfcvier fiipported the 
fpirit of the golden age, fuch as Vi- 
cente Efpinel, Don Luis de Ulloa, Pe** 
c drb de Efpinofa, Don Francifco Qjie- 
vedo, Dori Juan de Jauregui, Solis 
the hiftorfaii arid others, 1 ' who like 
falling leaves ' announced the long 
winter that Was to follow. The name 
bfQiievedo i$ well known to you, and 
~his vifwm which have been tranf- 
Iated into ILhglifh; his genius was 
fuch that neither the perfecutions he 
fuflfefed from his enemies, or other 
mortifications, could damp his bold 
mafculine fpirit, or the keennefs of 
"his fatire ; befides his merit as a poet 
' , N he 



V"\ 
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he was well verfed in the oriental 
languages atfid of great erudition. — 
His poems appeared under the feign- 
ed name of the Bachelor Francifco 
de la Torre. When the Duke of Of- 
funa was viceroy of Naples, he was 
employed in feveral com millions of 
confequence a,mongfl the Italian ftates, 
and had the addrefs to go to Venice, 
on a particular object, .difguifed as a 
mendicant. The viceroy fent him to 
court, acknowledging his great fer-^ 
, vices, for which he was made a knight 
of St. James. — When the dukes. in* 
tereft and favour declined, became 
in for his (hare of difgrace, and was 
three years in confinement, affli#ed 
w ; ith illnefs, but nothing appearing 
againft him, he was fet at liberty, Dif- 
gufted with the ficklene(s of court fa- 
vour, 
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vobr and attendance on the ^reat, he 
refufed feveral employments that were 
offered him, as well in the miniftry, 
as the embaffy to Genoa; and reti* 
red to his own feat, where he gave 
himfelf'up intirely to literary pur- 
fuits. At the age of fifty- four; he en- 
tered into the ftate of matrimony; 
With Dona Efperanza de Aragon, a 
lady of rank, whom he foon had the 
misfortune to lofe, finding no other 
alleviation than fuch as arofe from his 
philofophicaldifpofition. Bur. the en- 
venomed (hafts of envy ftill reached 

him in his- folitude; on a falfe 

acctifation of being author of an in- 
famous libel, he was arretted in the 
night, put in clofe confinement, 
and his eflate fequeftered. In thii 
fituation he laboured under various 
N 2 difeafqs 
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difeafes with acute pain of body and 
mind ; his patrimony feized, and 
himfelf fupported by charity ! under 
this diftrefs he wrote that elegant' aqd 
•pathetic letter to the prime mi niftey 
Oliver e% % which procured him his en* 
Jargtment : the cafe was enquired 
into, and t{ie calumny! as well as it) 
author, difcovered. He pnee more 
returned to court to recover his eftate, 
which had fuffered various depreda- 
tioqs, but this ungrateful theatre he 
foon abandoned, and retired to his 
country feat, overwhelmed with ilk 
nefs, the confequence of his cruel. im* 
prifonment, all which he borewtji 
manly fortitude, >and finifhed his days 
with exemplary and chrifliailrefigna* 
tion in the 65th year of his age^ in 
1645. His perfon was engaging, his 

complexion 
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complexion fair, and great expreffion : 
in his countenance ; but from conti- 
nual ftudy, his eyes were To weakened, 
that he constantly wore fpeftactes. — .* 
Such was Quevedo, one of the great- 
eft fitholars and eminent poets of his 
time, whofe youth was fpent in the 
fervice of his. country in Italy, where 
he diftinguifhed himfelf with the ut- 
rtipftfagacity ahd prudence. — To give 
you an idea of his extenfiv? know- 
ledge and proibund erudition, I own-v 
myfelf at a lofs, rtmch lefs to fpeak of 
his numerous though excellent writ* 
frigs — -His moral difcourfes prove 
His found do6lririe and religious fen- 
ttrrients, while his literary pieces dif- 
play his infinite judgment and re-' 
fined tafte.--His great knowledge of 
Hebrew is- apparent; from' the report 
' N 3 of 
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of the hiftQrian Mariana to the king, 
requeuing that Quevecjo might revife 
the new edition of the bible of Arias 
Montanus. His tranflations of Epic-, 
tetus and Phocylides n with his imita- 
tions of Anacreon $n4 other Greek 
authors, Ihew how well. he was verfed 
in that language: That he was a Latin 
fcholar, his conftant cprrefpondencc* 
from the age of twenty, with Liplius, 
Chiffiet, and Scioppiqs, yj\\\ fuffici- 
ently illuftrate. — As a poet he excel- 
led both in the feriou,s and burlefque 
fiyle, and was Angularly happy in 
that particular turn we have fines ad- 
mired in Butler and Swift. His li- 
brary, which confided of about five 
thoufand volumes, was reduced, at his 
death, to about two thoufand, and 
is preferv^d in the convent of St. 

Martin^ 
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Martin, at Madrid.— Were I to en- 
large further, refpe&ing this great 
man, I fliould eafily fill a moderate 
volume. — But it is time to proceed, 
before we behold the fetting fun, and a 
ihift arife over the poetical horizon, 
which various incidents have obfcu- 
red and greatly deprived of its ori- 
ginal ltiftre. 

The Diana Enamoradaof Gil Polo, 
atn elegant poet in the fixteenth t cen- 
tury, was reprinted in London, in 
1739, under the infpe&ion of Pedro 
de Pineda.— Jauregui itranflated Lu- 
can, but not with that fuccefs as he 
did the Aminta of Taffo. I clofe the 
golden age with the immortal Miguel 
de Cervantes ; — like another Homer, 
many cities contended for his birth, 
N 4 and 
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and his .tranfcendant merit you are^ 
well acquainted with. In. his poem, 
intitled A Voyage to Parnajfus, he has 
delineated the characters of the po- 
ets of his time. t— he equally (hiqes r 
as a dramatic writer, but every thing 
of his is totally eclipfed by his incoip T 
parable romance^)fZ)^^Qw/xo/^ which, 
alone crowns his temples with^oever 
fading laurels* 

Thus ended the golden age of the^ 
Spanifh muCe, whofe period of glo- 
ry was (hort, though the attempt to 
fecure,its juration feemqd to promifi? 
a more laftitjg reign, if a clofe imi- 
tation, of the amients, and. the. pre- 
cepts of thofe great mafters, Ariflotle 
and Hprace, could Jjave fecured to 
them t the, prize ; or fome inviGhle 

taufe 



caufe had not with ha(iy ftrtdes 
brought on its decline : but before 
I fpeak of this laft period, I tranf- 
mit you an od£ of Horace in Spa- 
nifh, J Italian, and Englifh, from 
whence you may form a .comparative 
judgment of the energy; a,n4 powers ^>f 
each language. I havei fubjoined'a 
tew fpecifAens of hexameters,.fapphi<;s, 
adonics, and epigrams, which will 
give you fome idea of (l the, harmony 
of Spanifh,.namb©rs in its mo(t im-^ 
proved ilate. 
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ODE XXIII. 

Ad Fufcum Ariflium. 

TNTEGER yitae fcelerifque pums . . 

A Non eget maun Jaculis, neque arcu 
Nee vehenatis gravida fagittis, 
Fufce pharetra. 

Sive per fyrtes iter zeftuofas, 
Sive fa&urus per inhofpitaleni . 
Caucafum, vel quae loca fabulofus 
Lambit Hydafpes. 

Namque me fylva lupus in Sabina, 
Dum meam canto' Lalagen, et ultra 
Terminum curis vagor expeditus, • 
Fugit inermem. 

Quale portentum neque militaris 
Daunia in latis alit efculetis : 
Nee Jubae telliis general, leonum, 
Arida nutrix. 

Pone me pigris ubi nulla campis 
Arbor aeftiva recreatur aura ; 
Quod latus raundi nebulae, malufque 
Jupiter urget. 

Pone fub curru nimium propinqui. 
»Solis, in terra domibus negata : 
Dulce ridentem Lalagen amabo, 
Duke loquentem. In 
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In SPANISH. 

tfbefame by Don Antonio de Solis, author of thi 
\ v ' btflory. of the cmqueft of Mexico. 

•*• TVJO ha menefter defenderfe 

1 J*-^ Con- dardo* arrojadizos 

Ouien vive con entereza, 

Y camina fin delito. , 

i * 

* Sqbrale el arco y la aljaba, ; 

Coa el embrioh maligno 

Dc venenas faetas 

Que anaden malicia al tiro. 

. O camme por las firtas 
Abrafadas del eftio, 
O el Caucafo inhabitable 
Penetre con pie fencillo. 

O bien pife los horrores 
De los formidables rifcos, 
Que undofo lame el Hydarpes 
An$es de befar el Indo. 

Que entre los mayores riefgos 
Camina bien defendido 
■ El que va» con la innocencia 
Que es virtud (in enemiga. 

' B. The lajt Jlrophe of Horace feems to have been 
omitted by the Spanijh poeU 
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In ITALIAN. 

By Dr. MtfftU \°f : Leghorn* frJfatrmtfMion of 

Horace, dedicated to <S*r Jafrn^Dick, Bart* 

bis Majefiys Cottful at Ugfarn, &£ knigbt \ 

of St. Anne of Rujfia, * • ■ > 

. ; «„• > c ' 
/^»HI e giufio, c puro 

^ Di dilettl ha il petto, 

Fufco non cerca, 

Mauri dardi, o l'arco 

, Ne la faretra 

Piena di faettc ' r * ' 

Avvelenate: 

O niaova i paffi . v ) 

Per Jc firti ardenti ' f 

O fia che debba } • 

Valicare il montc 

Caucafo, jo . i luogi 

Dove, faviilofo 

Scorre lldafpe. 

Poiche li xnia' ' / 

Lalage cantandb 

Mentre rrimoltro 

Nel Sabino- bofco, ' 

Scevro dicure 

Difarmata, 
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In ENGL i-S H t - 

By Wtntworth Dillon Earl of Rqfcemmon, 

"¥ TIRTUE, dear friend! needs aio/aefence, 

* The fureft guard ia jaxas&ncti " 
None knew "till guilt created < fear . 
What darts or poifoned arrows -were* \ 

Integrity undaunted goes . y ^ 

Through Lybian fands or Scythiaii, fopws* 
Or where Hydafpes' wealthy , fide 
Pays tribute to the Perfiap pride. 

For as by am'rous thoughts betrayM 
Carelefs in Sabin woods I ftray'dj 
A grifly foaming wolf unfed, t 
Met me unarm'd, yet trembling fleck. 

No beaft of more portehtous fizfe,' 
In the Hercinian foreft lies, : 
None fiercer in Numidia bred, 
With Carthage were in triumph led. 



Set me in the remoteft place, 

That Neptune's frozen arms embrace, 



Where 
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Difarmato, c foIo f 
Me fuge uli lupo, 
Qual la guerricra 
Daunia militare 
Moftro non nutre 
, Nelle vafte felve, i 

He :1a Numidia 
Forma di leoni 
Adda xnadre 
Nei pigri campi, 
Dove pianta eftiva 
* * <5iattomai leggiero 
Zeffiro recrea 
Pommi, cui nebbia, 
£d il procellofo 
Giove molefta: 
O fotto il carro 
Pommi del . vicino 
Sole, nei luooghi 
Vedovi di tetti, 
Dolce ridente 
Lalage amero 
Dolce parlamc 
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Where angry Jove did never fpare 
One breath of kind and template air. 

Set me where on fome pathlefs plain 
The fwarthy Africans complain, 
To fee the chariot of the fun 
So near their fcorching country run. 

The burning zone, the frozen ifles 
Shall hear me fing of Celia's fmiles; 
All cold, but in her breaft I will defpife ; 
And dare all heat! but that in Celia's eye* % 



SPECIMEN 
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SPECIMEN of HEXAMETER^ 

By Don Eftevan Mapuel de Vtlkgas. . 

EGLOGA. 

T ICIDAS Coridon, y Condon el amante de Fills, 
"^ Paftor el uho de cabras, el otrode blancas ovrjaa, 
Ambos a dos MQtw^ mozos ambos, arcades ambbs, 
Viendo que lps rayos del fol fatlgaban al orbe* * - 

Y que^vibnyido fufgd feroz la canicuU ladpL, 
AJfepuro crijftal, que cria la fuente fojiora, 
Llevedos del fon alegre de fu blandp fufurro* 
las plantas veloces mueven, los pafos aniroan, 

Y al tronco de un verde enebro fe fientan axnigos* 

SAPPHICS. 

By the fame band. 

T"\ULCE vecino de la verde felva, 
"*-^ Huefped eterno del abril fiorido, 
Vital aliento de la madre Venus, 

Zephiro blando. 

Si de mis anfias el amor fupifte; 

Tu, que las quejas de mi voz llevafte, 

Oye : no .temas, y a mi ninfa dile, 

1 Dile, que muero* 

FiUV 
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tills uh tiempo mi dolor fabia, 
fills un tiempo mi dolor lloraba, 
Quifome un tiempo; mas agora temp, 

Temo £us iraSi 

Afi lo$ dibfes Con amor patcrno, 9 

Afi los cielos con amor benigno, 
Nieguen al tiempo, que feliz volarea, 

Nieve a la tierra* 

Jama* el pefo de la irube parda, 
Quando amanece la elevada ciimbre, 
Torque tus hombxos, ni fu mal gramzo. 

Hiera tus ala* 



A D O N I G S. 

By Geronimo Bermudez. 

f\\ Corazones 

Mas que de tigres ! 
O ! manos crudas 
Mas que de fieras, 
Como pudiftes 
Tan innocents, 
Tan apurada 

O Sangre 
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Sangre verter ! 
Ay ! que , fu grito, 
O - Lufitania, 
Patria mia, 
Ay que fu grito 
Defde la tierra 
Rompe los cielos, 
Rompe las nnbes t 
Rompe los ayres, 
Trae las llamas 
Del zelo vivo, . 
Trae los rayos 
Del vivo fuego 
Que purifica 
Toda la tierra 
Contaminada 
De la crueza ' 
Que cometifte ! 
Trae la vara, 
Trae el azote, 
Trae la pefte, 
Trae la furia 
Que te caftiga 
Sin piedad. 
Etc 



ANACRE- 



SPANISH POETRY. 195 



ANACREONTIC ODE, 

By Don Eftevan Manuel de Villegas* 



<~ - -. 



\70 vi fob re tin tornillo 
A Quexarfe un paxarillo 
Viendo fu nidq araado, 
De quien era caudillo, 
R$ un labrador robadd* 
Vile tan congojado 
for tal atrevimiento 
Dar mil qtiexas al viento; 
Para que al cielo fanto 
Lleve fu tierno Uanto, 
Lleve fu trifle acento. 
Ya ton trifle ttarmonik, 
Es forzando el' intento, 
Mil quexus'^repetiav: 
Y4 canfado' callaba : 
Y' al nuevo fenthniento \ 
Ya fonoro volvia. 
Ya circular volaba : 
* X3l raftrero corria : 
Ya, pucs, de rama 'en rama ' 



.,'» 



•j 



Al 



* • 
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Al iuftico feguia ; # 

Y faltando en la grama, 
Parecg que decia i 
Dame, suftico fiero, 

Hdi duke compaaias 

Y que le refpondta 
£1 ruftico; no qtycre, 

PINDARIC OBI, 

By Father Ltwis fo Lion* 

T?L agua es bien pre*iofo, 

■*" J Y entre el tico tefpro, ; 

Como el ardieate fuego eft ngcbp efcura. 

Anfi reluiwbia el oro. | 

Mas,- alma fi es f^brofa 

Cantar de las f^QUeridgs la venture, 

Anli como en 1* alpara 

No Iiay rayo mas : Luciente, 

Que el fol, que rey. t}el dia 

Por todo el jepno pejo fe dqjra*fl;r# ; 

And es mas excelente 

La olknpica porta' . 

De todas las que canta la v<$l nueftr* ; 

Materia al^upcjanfe, 

Dande todo clejjavHc 

. logeu^ 
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Ingenip * alza la voz, oca cintatuto 
De Rea, y de Salumo el engendrado f 
Y Juntaraente eniraodo 
Al techo de Hieroa alto prectado. 



C A N C I O N. 

By Garcilafo de la Vega, dedicated to Vtolmte 
>Sanfeverino, daughter to the Duke de Soma, in 
Naples. * 

QI de mi baja lira 

*** Tanto pudiefe el fori, qtie un iriortiento 
> Aplicatfe la ira 
Del' animofe vento, 

Y la furia del mar, y el movimterito ; 

Y en afperas montaqas, 

Con el fuave canto enterneciefe 
Xas fiet as animates, 
Los arboles moviefe, 

Y al fon confutamente los truxefe: 
No pienfes que cantando 

Seria de mi, hermefa flor de goido, 

El fiero Marte ayrado, 

A muerte convertido, 

De polvo, y fajjgrc, y de fudor tenidos 

O 3 Ni 
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* * ■ 

Ni aquellos capitanes, ' • ■ , 

En la fublimc rueda colocados, 

Porquien los alemanes 

£1 fiero cuello atados, 

Y los francefes van domefticados. 

EPIGRAM. 

By Baltazar deb Alcazar, 

Tt/TAGDALENA me pico 

Con un alfiler un dedo: 
Dije la : picado quedo, 
Pero ya lo eftaba yq. 
JLiofe, y con fu cordura 
Acudio al remedio prefto : 
Cbupome el dedo, y con eftq 
Sane de la picadura. 

EPIGRAM. 

By Lope de Vega on Charles Prince of Wales> 
when he went to Madrid to court the In~ 
fanta of Spain* 

/^ARLQS Stuardo foy 

Que fiendo Amor, mi guia 
Al cielo de Efpana voy 
Por ver_ mi eftrclla Maria 1 >[\ 

LETTER 
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LETTE.R XII. 

Fourth period and decline of Spanish Poetry in 
the feventeentb century. 

St. ILDEFONSO, 26th July, 1778] 

LIKE apother Don Quixote, I 
fallied forth from Madrid, on 
one of the hotteft days in July, and 
having traverfed a bleak country and 
climbed deep and almoft perpendi- 
cular mountains, i at laft reached, 
with a good deal of labour, the 
royal feat of St, Ildefonfo, in a wild 
and barren fituation, where, for the 
fake of the cool air that corlftantly 
reigns here, Philip the 5th thought 
fit to difplay his magnificence, by 
converting one of the ,moft barren 
O 4 fpots 
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fpots in nature info a royal villa, 
where the lavifh expence of Ver- 
failles was to be renewed, and the 
French tafte of gardening exhibited, 
with the formal lines of ftiff defign 
and antiquated fymetry. Nature, it 
is true, affifted thera with the moft 
f lear and limpid water, whiph they 
have made ufe of to advantage ; fhadie 
being here an objed qf principal 
luxury, the gardens have the ap- 
pearance of a perfect paradife, on 
leaving the fultry air of Madrid. 
But notwithstanding this cpntraft f 
it is here fo piercing at night, add 
its tranfitions fp fudden as tQ be of- 
ten productive of dangerous effeds 
on the conftitution; for while, you 
pafs the day agreeably, dreffed in 
filk, .a Ruffian fur is acceptable at 
night, 

:fhpug^ 
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Though every effort h made in 
thefe garden*, in the tfridft of fnowy 
mountains, to ftappoct vegetation, 
and force a finite on nature, yet 
every thing looks languid ; and in* 
ftead of the blooming afped of fum- 
mer, it rather putt me in mind of the 
fubje<3; I propofed continuing in ray 
laft letter, when having traced the 
Spanifli mufe in the bright days of 
fpleodour, I come now to defcant 
upon her withered bays, like the 
puny produ&s of St, lldefonfo, that 
have the colour &nd refemblance of 
youth, but nothing of its juvenile 
vigour and flrength. — Thus it hap- 
pened to the Spanifh mufe in the 
Seventeenth century, to which the 
falfe tafte that had already crept in 
$mongft the Italians contributed not 

a little, 
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a little, and ferved to jfraften their 
decline; even the Tufcan mufe, 
after foaring to the highefl pinnacle 
of glory, irjfenfibly began to lofe her 
priftine comelinefs under the tuition 
of Marini and his pupils, who by a 
ftrain of falfe fimilies and extravagant 
conceits, ftripped the mufes of their 
natural graces. The Spaniards Toon 
catched the contagion in the feeble 
condition they were in, and Lorenzo 
Gracian, forae of whofe works have 
been tranflated into Englifh, further 
eftablifhed this falfe tafte, which he 
attempted to methodize in a formal 
eflay, entitled de 4gudeza y arte, de 
Ingenio ; by which means the pleafing 
(elegance of nature was disfigured by 
a combination of pedants, who lofing 
fight of every beautiful idea, con* 

temning, 
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temning at the ; fame time the rules 
of art, made way for their infipid va- 
garies.- --Thefe unmerciful defpoilers 
may be claffed, under three heads in 
Spain ; the firft violated all the laws 
of the drama, and introduced innu- 
merable defe&s on the ftage, which 
have never bfeen eradicated : of thefe, 
Qhriftoval de Virues, Lope de Vega, 
and Montalban,, were the principal 
leaders, and were followed by Calde- 
ron, Salazar, Candamo, Zamora, and 
others, who to the raoft glaring im- 
proprieties, fuperadded a ridiculous 
bombaft anji affe&ation of language, 
which became fuperlatively intolera- 
ble and abfurd. — The fecond clafs , 
confided of thofe who in imitation of 
(he Italians and their unnatural Con~ 
fe#i } introduced fuch an extravagant 

profufion 
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profufkm of falfe fentiment, equivo- 
cal expreffion, and fwollen periods, 
as recalled to mind thofe ancient 
times, when fuch men bad been fo 
feverely handled by Horace; and 
not content with doing fo much in- 
jury to the drama, they further ex- 
tended it to lyric compofitions. — The 
third clafs was diftinguiihed by the 
pedantic appellation of Cvltos^ Cl or 
refined," which comprehended x a fet 
of puritans, who out of falfe zeal for 
the chaftity of the mufes, endea- 
voured to introduce a greater purity 
of di&ion, but by their awkward, 
and ignorant prefumption, fubfti- 
tuted obfeure and unknown expref- 
fions to a new and^turgid dialed. At 
the head of thefe was tKe poet- Luts 
de Congo ra, the count de Villame^ 

diana. 



SPANISH POETRY, *>* 

diana, with others of lefs note, who 
contributed to diffufe an univerjal 
bad tafte, and difcredit the mules, 
flapping the very foundations of their 
v temple, and pointing their (hafts 
againft the few remnants of beauty 
and eloquence in every branch of li«« 
terature : to fuch a lovr ftate was 
true genius reduced by thefe vandals, 
that the greateft applaufes were given; 
to vile ponflers and mmftreis, and 
every retailer of falfe wit, under the 
denomination of Difcrtdimet, who in 
a former age would have been huffed 
off the ftage with the mo& fovereign 
contempt. 

While an univerfal langour than 
pervaded wexy mind, the royal Hem 
partook of a fimilar decline of na- 
ture. 
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ture. The progeny of the great em- 
peror '" Charles now' drew hear to: its 
laft gafp !' whatever majr have been' 
the caufe, the mufes - gradually 
drooped with the empire of thefe 
monarch*, and in xonjun&ion with 
the >difraembered . dominions x>f J the 
Philips, expired under the:, feeble 
Charles the fecotid, who leaving nQ 
iffue, a prince of the houfe of . Bour- 
bon afcended thethronfi of Spain. -t- 
The national drefs dE&tfael Spaniards 
as well as his xhafa&er, were altexed; 
his fable gaarmeht was changed * for 
th^'gay* aiwb cflenamMe^ modes :of 
Verfailles; Spanifh gravity 'was^mt 
out of countenance, and he was de- 
prived of his dajKng:iwhHker^;a8(fthe 
lavage Ruffians 'mwch about' the fame 

•' ' ? : r rj:h *\,? ..ul j; i; ; o tilHp 
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time had been defpoiled of their 
beards (o).v-Perhaps you are unac- 
quainted with the importance of 
whifkers at that time in. Spain and 
Portugal : .It is.told of Don Joaip dc 

" (a) Wheti'the emperor Charles's german foldiem 

r • • » 

quarrelled with i their Spanifh comrades, they 
jtffed-to fwear g in german By Got y Uying hokLof 
their whifkers ; from whence the Spaniaids ,miftaJkr 
ing tne meaning of the word, have called wliiikers 
ever fince by the riairie of Bigotis, though the origi- 
nal word is Mojlacfio, from the Greek word pvsaJQ 
the upper /i^-n-Whifkers and beards were points of 
great confequence in Spain in thofe days and any 
infult offered to' them was not to bebornrfwith, eveti 
after death by the Cid^ as the grave Cobarruvias teUs 
us, It was /aid, that a Jew having pulled him by the 
beard on his tomb, out of contempt, God permitted 
that the figure of tt)is champion mould extend its 
„ marble hand to its {word, and. draw it one third out 
of the fcabbard ; on which the affrighted Jew fcream- 
ed out, which brought people together, who related 
the ftory, and fome /aid it caufed the Jew to be- 
come a Ghxiflian v 

Caftrq, 



log ORIGIN. OF 

Caftro, a Por tugueze viceroy in Irt- 
'dia, that being in great want of mo- 
ney, and defirous jo borrow a large 
fum in that country* be pawned one" 
of his 'whi&ers, as* the moft facred 
pledge he could think of ; which 
he afterwards honourably redeemed ; : ' 
in which he a£ted with more puncti- 
lio than that famous Spanifli hero 
the CM* who obtaining a fum ojt 
money of a jew on his plate, inflead 
of fending it t0 his houfe, ordered 
4nly a cheR of faad j~-though he af- 
terwards made reftitudon in bis will. 

Adieu.— My next will te from the * 
Efcurial, where I am going to fpend 
a' few days, and then prepare matters 
for my departure for England. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 

Remarks made in the library, of tbeEf atrial* m 
Spanijh commentators, poetical tranftatians tf 
: , , greek and latin daffies > and Italian authors. 

ESQURlAL, AtJGVaT ad, 177^ 

I HAVE taken this opportunity td 
come to the Efcurial in order 
to view this grand edifice more at 
leifure, when the court is not here, 
and to indulge a few hours ftudy, and 
refcarch in this very curious li- 
brary > of which you have already 
heard fo much, as well as of the famous 
building of the Efcurial, the great 
work of the gloomy Philip the fccond, 
which coft him fix millions of ducats. 
His long reign fumifhed him more* 

P over 
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over the pleafure of feeing it perfect- 
ed, with the additional fatisfa&ion of 
the whole having been compleated 
under the dire&ion of two Spanifh 
OTchite&s, John Baptift de Toledo, and 
his pupil Juan deHerrera; a ftru&urc 
^of which you have of late feen fo many . 
accurate accounts, that it leaves me 
little to add oh the fubjed, more 
than to inform you* that, as to the ex- 
aggeration of this building having 
eleven thoufand windows, fourteen 
thoufand doors, and eight hundred 
pillars, it .is denied "by their own 
writers, as well as what has been 
faid of the tabernacle on the 
great altar being of porphyry, with 
eighteen pillars of agate, and being 
fourteen years making ; alfo that the 
-ceiling of the choir was painted by 

Titian : 
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Titian : that the glafs. windows were 
fixed in frames of filver gilt, and that 
the library contained an hundred 
thoufand volumes; all which are fa- 
bulous inventions, introduced by 
novel writers and book-makers, to 
amufe the credulous public in fo- 
-reign countries. 

The library may contain about 
thirty thoufand volumes, and may 
undoubtedly be efteemed as a very 
curious and valuable colle&ion : 
I fpent a confiderable time there 
with great delight. It would be an 
herculean labdur to attempt giving 
a feries of the numerous colledions 
of'Spanifh poets, commentators and 
tranflators, from the Greek, Latin and 
Italian poets, I mean to confine my- 
Pa felf 



? !2 ORIGIN OF 

felf only to poetical books. The 
mod antient collection of poems 
is that jnatje Jt>y Baena in the reign 
of John the 2d, mentioned before; 
which is in rpanufcript in this library, 
and continued by Hernando del Caf- 
tillq.— J-orenzo de Ayala published 
at Valencia, in 158&, another col- 
lection, entitled Jardin de amadores* 
" The garden of lovers j" to which 
may be addted the Romancer general 
of Miguel de Madrigal, in 1604, 
that of Flpres in Madrid in 1614, 
and the firft part of the Teforo de Dir 
vina poejfo. from various writers. Pe- 
dro de Efpinofa compiled the firft part 
of the fiorts de poetas ifaflres de Efpana* 
printed at Valladolid in 1605^ where- 
in the compiler alfo makes a eonfpi- 
cucus' figure. 

It, 
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It was the misfortune of let** 
ters, at that time in Spain, to be- 
loaded with commentators, who 
equally preffed good and bad authors 
into the fervice, and burthened them 
with the weight of their dullheji; thofe* 
who had not the te&ierity to attempt- 
the Greek ahd Latin claffics, bdeaufe 
they did not underftahd them, felF 
without mercy oh the works of their 
countrymen, and fomfe would comJ 
men t upon their oton-worils,whkH gave 
birth to the moil monftreus produc- 
tions. Even the learned-Marrtjoife <te 
Santillana commented* upon his own' 
Proverbios -, tne - poets Jtrarr de Mena 
and Garcilafo de la Vega had nume- 
rous commeiitators; and the ob- 
jure Gongora had three fach-\vri-' 
tersi who were fo urirttccefsral that 
j - P3 they 
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they require another commentator for 
themfeiv^s. 

The tranflations of poets in the 
Spanifh language are numerous, 
taken {fom Greek and Latin au- 
thors, as well as* from the Provenzal, 
Italian, Portuguese, and latterly from 
the Frehch. . Gonzalo Perez tranfla-* 
ted the odyffey of Homer, and Chrif- 
toval de-Mefa the iliad, which laft is 
fljll in xnanufcript* The medea of Eu-^ % 
xipides wastranflatedby Pedro Simon 
Abril in Barcelona, in 1599. Bofcan 
Mranflated from the Greek poet Mu- 
feus, as Lewis de Leon did from Pinh 
dar, and Villegas from Theocritus. 
Of Vjrgil;there are feveral tranflati- 
ons befidfs that of the Marquifs.of 
YiUenav t Juan de, la Enciqa tyanf^a,-, 
- te^ 
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ted the eclogues in 1516, at SaragqfFa, 
Juan de Guzman, a fcholar of the 
famous Sandius 'BrocenGs, that is % 
Sanchez of Brozas in Eftremadura, 
trariflated the Georgics in blank verfe 
at Salamanca in 1586. Cfyriftoval 
de Mefa tranflated the aeneis in oc- 
tave rhymes in 1615, but that by 
Luis de Leon, ppblifhed by Qjievedo 
at Madrid in : 1631, is far fuperior* 
and may be con fide red 3s a,n excel- 
lent performance. 

The art of poetry of Horace has 
been excellently tranflated by Efpinel 
as well as by Luis de Zapata, printed 
in Spanifh vcrfe at Lifbon in 1592. - 

Ovid's roetamorphofes have been 
traoUatqd into Spanifh by leve- 
rs ral 
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ral hands, particularly by Philip Mey 
at Tarragona in 1586, with great fac-* 
cefs, which ftiews the tafte of Boq 
Antonk) Aguflin arehbiflidp of < TW<i 
ragona, who- kept Mey in his palace 
as a printer, whom he employed io 
his own valuable and learned woftcs! 
This great prelate notwithftandihg hia 
ferious occupations 9iad a favourable 
opinion of the ; ffiufes: He began a 
poem in praife of the fiMibt*i» of 
Alcover % which he had obferved in A 
vifitation of his diocefe, and dire&ed 

Mey to finifh it- rThe epiftles of 

Ovid were tranftateti in blank *e*fte 
by Don Francifco de Aldana a cap- 
tain in the army under PhBip EL but 
when the author's brother Cofmo 
printed hrs other poems at Madrid 
in 159 r, this work was fi} ft^ee.that 

he 



SPANISH POETRY. 217 
he was obliged to omit it* Many, other 
traaflations from the greek and latin 
claffics* are to be found, and I have 
this moment received anew book on 
that fubjec^fromMadrid y byf)a^Jua«i 
Antonio Pelltcer of the Jung's library^ 
Who has juft ptjbliftiedan introdu&cr* 
ry effay %o a future wort; which is to 
comprehend aft the learned 3pa* 
»ia#ds Who have tranilaced the F fa t 
thers, philofophers, gr^efc and latin 
hiftorians and poets (a), 

The italian poets were introduced 
at an early period into Spain. It is 

(a) Enfayo de ana bibliotheca de Traduflores Efpa- 
poles donde fe da noticia de las traduciones que hay 
Ctt Caftillano de la Sagrada Eferkura, Santos Padres, 
fijafophos, hiSoriadorcs medicos, oradores, f petytfe 
afi gtiegos como latinos ; y de ottos autores que han 
florecido antes de la invencion de la imprenta por 
jBbnJuan Antooio PeUi^er y Saforcada, fee. Ma- 
drid, 1778, 

fomewhat 
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fomewbat remarkable that frll their 
great geniuffes owed their improve- 
ment to the Italian fchool. It was 
there that Mendoza, Bofcan, Garcila- 
fo de la Vega, Qpevedo, Ercilia, and 
many others formed their tafte, and 
when the Spaniards loft their domi- 
nions in Italy at the death pf Charles 
II, it feems to have been the princi- 
pal caufe of the decline of literature 
amongft them. 

. ThelearnedMarquifsofYillenahad 
at a very early period given a tranf- 
lation of Dante at the defire of the 
Marquifs of Santillana, and the f#me 
poet was afterwards translated ici 
verfe with notes by Don Pedro Fer- 
pandes de Villesras arcdeacoh of Bur-« 
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gps, aji4 printed in that city in 151.5* 
3t the end of which the 19th f^tire 
of Juvenal is. added by the author's 
brother Geronimo de Villegas prior 
pf Cuevas Jtubias.-^- TJae Triomji of 
Petrarch \yas turned into Spanifh 
verfe and publiflied at Medina del 
campo in 1554. Tb$ Orlando Juriofo 
of Ariofto was tranflated at Toledg 
in 1510 and again by Don Geronimo 
de Urrea, printed at Lyons in 1556. 
The Tears of St. Peter by Tanfillo, an 
jtalian poet of the twelfth century, 
has been twice given in Spanifh, 
firft by Lewis Galvet de Montalvo, at 
Toledo, in 1587, and then by Don 
Juan de Sedeno. Tanfillo having 
written a licentious poem in his 
youth, it was fupprefled at Rome, and 
inferted in the Index of prohibited 

books, 
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books, which affecled hrm fo much, 
ihat it occasioned this elegant poem 
bt the Tears of St.- fitter ; which the fa- 
, ntOus Malherbe has alfo trawfldted 
into French: TanfiHo has beeri 
fdmetimes compared td Petrarch: 
THe Gierufulemme Liberaia of Taflb 
has beerr tranffared irit<» Spariifh by 
Juan de Sedeno; at Madrid, in 1587 
-*• There are two* fratiflations 1 of the 
P$or fkb oF £aa*rnrV the ; fifrfV by 
Suarez de Figttefoa,* of Valencia, in 
*66o/» rhe feecfnel by 'the hit hand 
of a Lady,"D6na Ifabela de Correa, 
khd prmted ~aV#mWeTp in 1694. 
But to return toTaflb; Firia aPortu> 
gueze writer proves trite life of Ca- 
inoeris; f^tat the poem Of the Lufiad 
is prior to Taflb, as the ! Lufiad was 
jpnblrlhed: itt 157*, and the firft 

edition 
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edition of the . Gieru/akmme Liberal* 
appeared imperfect in 1581, and com- 
pleat at Venice in 1582, which h 
nine years later than the Lufiad ; from 
whence it is evident the. Portuguese 
had % correct epic poem before the 
Italians. Faria even goes further, 
and endeavours to (hew that TaiTo 
has borrowed fome of his moil beau- 
tiful paffages from the Lufitanian 
bard : it is moreover lingular, that 
while Voltaire endeavours to depre- 
ciate the Lufiad with the feeming 
jealoQfy of a rival, he extols fome 
paffages of the Ar<tucam y a Spanifh 
poem by Don Alonfo de Ercilla, 
wherein the French poet compares 
the fpeech of the Indian chief Colo* 
colo to his people, with that of Neftot 
to Achilles and Agamemnon in the 

firft 
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firft book of the Iliad, and gives the 
fuperiority to the Spaniard over 
Homer. You will of courfe be cu* 
rious to hear fomething further of 
fuch a diftinguifhed writer. Don 
Alonfo de Ercilla, a gentleman of 
Bifcay, was a knight of the order of 
St. James, and gentleman of the bed- 
chamber to the emperor Rodolph the 
ad. He was brought up at court from 
his youth, having been page to the 
emperor Charles and PhiKp his fon, 
whom he attended in all his expe- 
ditions to Italy, Flanders,, Germa- 
ny, and England. Being in Lon- 
don, when he heard that a rebellion 
had broken out in the town of Arauco 
in South America, he immediate- 
ly ' quitted England and embark- 
ed for America, as a volunteer in 

the 
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the caufe of his country, where he 
diftinguifhed himfelf with extraordi- 
nary valour againft the Indians, 
writing by night the a&kms he had 
been witnefs of by day, and for. 
want of other conveniences, compo- 
fing his poem on fcraps of paper, 
or pieces of leather, taking up alter- 
nately the fword or the pen ^--af- 
ter many a#s of heroifm v he had the 
good fortune to return to the court 
of his mailer, and produce a beauti- 
ful poem which was perfeded at the 
age of twenty-nine ; the firft part of 
which was printed in 157 7, fo that 
he holds a diftinguifhed rank a- 
mongft the poets of the golden age, 
though I had not mentioned him 
before ; as.doe? alfo Don Francifco de 
Borja pripce of Equil^che, knight of 

the 



* 
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the golden fleece* and viceroy of Peru 
till the death of Philip the 3d, in 
1621, ofa receiving news of which, 
he embarked for Spain, and retired 
to Valencia, his native country, tho' 
he went again to the court of Madrid, 
where he died in his Soth year. In 
his leifure hours, he principally devo* 
ted hitn&lf to the mufes, and chiefly 
excelled in lyric compositions* in* 
fomuch that he has been claiTed 
amongft the nine mufes of Spain, 
which, with himfelf confided of Oar- 
ciiafo de la Vega, Villegas, Quevedo, 
the count de Rebolledo, the two Ar* 
genfolas, Lewis de Leon, and Lopd 
de Vega. 

I fay nothing to you of the fine 
c6lle&ion of Arabic maaufcripts, in 

th« 
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the library of the Efcurial, many <jf 
which are Curioufly painied and cm- 
blazoned : Were I to fpeak to yoii 
of a filler arc, dr had I the mufical 
talents of a Burney, I might give 
you a further defcription of a curi- 
ous book in this colle&ion* being a 
treatife upon tfiufib, with defigns of 
upwards of thirty different mufical 
inflrumgnts, which would give infi- 
nite pleafure to the lovers of that 
fi«e art, if there were any means of 
obtaining a copy of them, in order 
to acquire a more perfe& knowledge 
of the ftate of mufic in this country 
undef the dominion of the Arabs, 
The authors name is Abbi Naflar Berk 
Makommed Alpharaibi, with the follow- 
ing title, as translated by Cafiri, the 
Q, kings 
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king's librarian, in his account of 

thefe rnanufcripts : 

'"". N». CM VI. 
Abbi Kajfar Ben Mahommed Atyharaibi, 
MUSICES ELE'MENTJ; 
Adje&is noiis muficis et inftrumentorum figuris 
plus triginta, &c. 

: After a long converfation in this 
library with an ingenious friend, 
who is a pafliortate admirer of Cer- 
vantes, we were going away highly 
pleiafed, when the librarian who at- 
tended us with much courtefy and 
good manners, recalled our attention 
to a fmall cheft of antient coins; 
which he -acknowledged to have no 
extraordinary merit; but they had a 
very lingular one in my eyes, as I 
aifcovered them to have belonged to 
the great archbifhop of Tarragona, 

Don 
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Don Antoriio Aguftin, (whefe curious 
library is alfo here) and to have been 
the original coins which ferved him 
to draw up thofe learned dialogues on 
medals, fo univerfally admired in all 
countries, and which have been trans- 
lated into italian and latin.— I was 
pleafed to fee there, a -coin of the ifland 
of Rhodes, with the head of the famous 
ColofTus, and the name of the city 
ftamped on it, Poaion, which the 
^rchbifhop tells us, in dialogue the 
fecond; they fhewed him at Rome in 
the church of Santa Croce di Gierufa- 
Itmme, as one of the thirty pieces of 
money with which Judas betrayed 
our Saviour ; but this had little effeft 
on the learned prelate, who ftates the 
improbability thereof, and that Judas 
was more likely to have been paid 
Q, 2 with 
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with Sides, or other coin of the coira~ 
try, as he was rewarded out of the 
money belonging to the public trea- 
fury* The observation that follows 
I fliall give you in the archbithop's 
own word* : •* B. Why then da they 
hold this coin as a relic in Rome ? 
A. For the fame reafon they have 
at the convent of Poblet (in Catalo- 
nia} for (hewing a large dice four 
times as large as the common ones, 
and of a jafper colour, which they 
fay is one of thofe, with which the fol- 
diers played for the garments of our 
Lord ; alt thefe kind of things are 
very uncertain, and do not deferve 
fo good a name as relics, fince they 
Were ufed as inftruments of fin/*— But 
I amagam falling into digreflSons ; 

indulge 
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indulge me with ooe reflexion move 
before I quit this 4£ful*ocy fetter ; 
and that is, that after reviewing fuefc. 
a variety of com«ientatof $ whisk tte 
Spanifh language affords, I kifiieat 
that the great Cervantes is no longer 
underflood by his countrymen, and 
that this claffic writer, fo well ac- 
quainted with the inmoft receffes of 
the human heart, and who abounds 
with the moll beautiful allegories, yet 
remains without a fingle commenta- 
tor !^-Let me exhort you tben to 
continue your attention to this great 
author, in whom nature herfelf fpeaks 
her own language, and I hope when 
I have the pleafure of feeing you 
again, I may without being a mini- 
fter of ftate, or yourfelf a fuitor for 
(£3 court 
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court favour, make you the Tame 
compliment which the earl of Oxford 
did to Rowe the poet, and give you 
joy that you can read Don Quixote 
in the original. ' 
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LETTER XIV, . 

devolutions andprogrefs of the Spzmiflk Drama. 
MADRID; A«xjusT;6tl}, 1778. 

IN. the prefcnt >criticaj. mqment, it 
.is impoffible for an Englifhman 
to be lukewarm,: who has a- : $jrue love 
for his country .-r-Xho ugh our ene- 
mies were ever', fo numerous, t yjt fare- 
ly ace equal ,tQ; dangers, let.them : b,e 
ever fo great.^%<\;$hpufand duties call 
me home, I lojigtojbe witbyep, and 
to. take:. a ;tn6re k&ive pajt ip this 
noble, ftrugglet/, j.yoju have, ipy beft 
wiflies, that fwclL vigorous , efcftrtiQns 
maybtf crovaned'W^th fuccefs;; I cannot 
fubmit lo: the idea ! pf yielding . even 
the length of a wave on our natural 
Q, 4 element : 
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element : Ob faired ifland ! may thy 
dominion ever be acknowledged, 
and thy fpfrit of freedom, commerce 
and happinefs, be revered and ad- 
mired till time fball be no more ! 
r — In this penfivc flrain I faunter 
through the ft reels of Madrid, take 
my evenings walk in the Prodo % and 
then return home, and prepare mat-> 
ters for my dep^rturs from hence : 
but I have hitherto faid nothing tot 
you of the theatre, and yoQ will of 
courfe exped fomething- on that fub^ 
je<3. If you will give ine leave, i 
will take up the fubje# from a very 
early date* fince I have fe en theftate- 
ly remains of an ancient Roman thie* 
atre at Morviedro, near Valencia, 
which (hews that thefe entertainments 
Were known in Spain under the Ro- 
mans, 
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mans, though we canpot afcertain at 
what period. If you believe the re- 
port of Philoftratus, in his life of 
Apollonius Tysinaeus, tfie inhabitants 
of Bx$tica> had never feen any thea* 
tricai entertainments, and when a 
few indigent ftrollers firft appeared 
amongft them, they gazed with the 
utmoft afton iftiment at their awkward 
geflures ; the citizens of Ipula in par- 
ticular were fo aftonifhed at a trage- 
dy performed by th^fe a&ors, that 
the audkfKe flood aghaft, and co»* 
fidered them as fo many fiends, 
from wh<?qi they fled with the utmoft 
precipitancy ; all which is fuppqfed 
to havQ happened under the reign of 
Nero. Be this as it may, mod, pro- 
bably they totally ceafed under the 
ravaging hand of the goth : at laft 

the 
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the Trobadours revived the Roman 
fpirit, which extended itfelf to the 
kingdom of Aragon, with thedramatic 
niuf* in the days of the marquis of 
Villeha, and at its union to Caftile, 
Began to dawn in this latter kingdom. 

The Cancionero of the poet Juan 
de la Enciha,* ^contains many drama- 
tic pieces of hts/a&ed during Ghrift- 
ma^; A: Shrovetide, 1 and E after; in the 
hc/tffe of the tiufce of Alva. Thefe 
efttertiiinments- not only-cbtififted of 
pafttfrkl dialogues, and ^bje&s of 
loVe,' bat were moreover -adapted to 
{fife 1 Tstc&d page, ahcl repreftiited the 
piffibrr : of birr : HTavioui: '\ arid r 6ther 
parts' ^bf fcripture,: tut ftireh pieces 
coAldrgive but a Te^bl^ idea of : the 
pbwet's of the^ drama; as ?fd ; their 
" i] , other 
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other performances, the a&ors were 
moftly diflblute men, incapable, from 
the depravity of their manners to feel 
the delicate fentittfehts of the Greek 
or Roman mufe, t>r thofe noble paf- 
fions which inflame a generoastiiind ; 
much lefs to repretent' their effe&s: 
To that the comp6iitio : h's of the' times 
wefe'mitable to the turn of the ac- 
tors, and feftri&ed to 1 fcenes of low 
life, fimilar 1 to thole manners which 
conftitufed their principal chara&ers. 
Thefe gave origiri to that noted one 
of the Celejlina, in the tragi-comedy 
of Cdlixto and Melibea; tranflated long 
firice^titd Englifh, under the title of 
Tfte Spanifh rogue, a piece totally un- 
wortfty^f the ftage/iri which vice is 
depiffeilin* fuch lively* colours and 
immorality l 'fo openly exhibited, as 

to 
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to excite our utmoft indignation. 
Its author is unknown, though from 
its claffic language forae have attri- 
buted it to Juan de Mena, others to 
Roderic de Cota, The original piece 
had only one a&, and was afterwards 
compleated by Fernando de Rocas. 
It was firft written in profe, then 
turned into verfe by Juan de Sedeno 
at Salamanca, in 1540. It has been 
twice tranflated into French, firft by 
an anonymous hand at Lyons in 1529, 
and reprinted at Paris, in 1542, where 
it was again tranflated by Thomas 
Laverdin in 1598 . The fame, dijfo- 
lute temper infe&ed the Portugueze 
drama ; the comedies of . George 
Ferreira Vafconcellos, after they were 
printed at Evora in 1566, were im- 
mediately fuppreffed ; m . other re- 
, " fpecls 
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fpe&s be united the Comic powers of 
Plautus andTeredce ; they were trans- 
lated into Spanifh at Madrid in 1631* 
by Don Fernando Balleftros y Saave* 
dro, and have been again reprinted 
here in 1735, by Don Bias Naffarre, 
under the feigned name of Don Do- 
mingo Ferruno Qjiexillofo. — While 
the Spanifh drama laboured under 
all thefe . difadvantages, a new Ro- 
fcius arofe in the perfon of Lope 
de Rueda of Seville, whofe pieces do 
honour to his memory T as well as his 
theatrical abilities as a performer ; 
he was a gold-beater by trade, and 
it is praife fufficient for him that Cer- 
vantes, who was his contemporary, 
has fpoken highly in his favour, ad- 
ding that none had equalled him as 
an a&or, or in the natural turn of 

his 
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his dialogue, and jufihefs of charader. 
His prologues and interludes are di- 
ftinguifhed by the name of paffos % 
which {hews the antiquity of thofe 
compofitions known at pxefent by 
the names of Loas % Entremefes and 
Saenetes. — -Alonfo de la Vega fucceed- 
ed Rueda as a writer and a perfor- 
mer, but is much inferior to him as 
a writer. His Tkolomea confifts of 
eight fcenes t but his Duquefa de la 
Rofa is not divided into fcenes or a&s, 
and forms one continued feries. 

The ftage in thofe days made a very 
mean and inconfiderable figure ; 
Cervantes informs us, that in the 
time of Lope de Rueda all the appa- 
ratus of a theatre might be wrapped 
up in a bag, being nothing more 

than 
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than four; gilt leather flans, as many 
felfe beards and heads of hair, witb 
three or four ftaves. Comedies were 
then nothing more than paftoral dia- 
logues between fliepherds and fhep- 
herdefies, with interludes, in which: 
the ribaldry of a negro, the boafts of 
a coward, and the blunders of a Bif- 
cayner, like the bulls of our Teagut* 
form the principal part, and we owe to 
them our Bobadil, a name nevertheless 
of great renown in Spain, as Faljlaff 
certainly was in England, till it fell 
under thefdifpleafure of Shakefpeare. 
Lope de Rueda was admirable in all 
thefe characters, and doubtlefs would 
have made an excellent Abel Drugger\ 
though inferior in other refpeds to the 
great Rofcius with us. In thofe days 
there were no changes of fcenes, no 

battles 
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battles with horfe and foot between 
chriftians and moors, no pafTages for 
the a&ors in the centre of the ft age, 
the whole pf which confided of a few 
boards laid over benches, no ma- 
chinery of any kind, an old curtain 
drawn acrofs, divided the part where 
the a&ors were to drefs, and whertf 
the muficians fung without the affift* 
ance of inftruments. — Lope de Rtreda 
died at Cordova, and in confidera-* 
tion of his great merit was interred in 
the cathedral between the two choir* 
near the famous jefter Luis Lopez* 
As an a&or he had a fucceffor in Na- 
harro of Toledo, who imitated Rueda 
in the low comic. The bag was re- 
placed by trunks to hold the additi- 
onal furniture, he placed the mufici- 
ans before the ftage, abolifhed the 

general 
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general ufe of falfe beards, referring, 
them for their true characters ; he 
introduced battles, clouds, thunder, 
lightning, florins* and fliipwreck. As 
a writer, &ueda was followed by 
Chriftoval de Caftillejo, and were it 
not for want of decency, his pieces 
Would be excellent, particularly the 
Gonjlanza, which is in manufcript in 
the Efcurial. After this a more po- 
lite genius, Juan de la Cueva, of 
Seville, improved the Spanifh ftage f 
and greatly refined the language of 
the drama, by his foft and melodious 
numbers. His theatrical pieces were 
aded at Seville in 1579, and printed 
there in 1588.- — I come now to 
fpeak of the great author of Don 
Qjiixote as a play-writer. — — The 
R title 
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tides of his plays are La GranTurquef- 
la BaloV* # ava ^ ^ a Jerufalem, La 
jLm&cnlaoMayOt El Bofque Amorofo, La 

jriiJa, * nd La Con M a * printed at 
u*dtid in 1615, and reprinted in 
J7 40. Me was the firft who divided 
t le drama, into three jfornadas, or 
zfa and was a flrenuous ajQTertor of 
ftp true tafte of the ancients ; on 
w bich account he attacked Lope de 
Vega with all his might, but the po- 
pular applaufe was too great in favour 
of his antagonift, who ingratiated 
himfelf fo much with the people by 
indulging their verfatile humour, ad- 
ded to his exuberance of fancy; 
and the juftnefs of his chara&ers, 
that he carried all before him, 
like an impetuous torrent breaking 
down all the barriers of oppofition: 

by 




SPANISH POETRY. 243 
by which means, as another Shake- 
fpear, Lope de Vega acquired uni- 
verfal admiration. The fecundity 
of Jhis genius was fo great, and his 
produdions fo rapid, that he did not 
give leifure to the public t6 diftin- 
guifli the efforts of genius from the 
wild fellies of intemperate fancy; 
nor could the feverai attacks of Cer- 
vantes, Villegas, Chriftoval de Mefa, 
and others, prevail againft this favou- 
rite bard.-- — His fucceffors copied his 
defeAs without poffeffing his beau- 
ties ; Calderon, who came after him, 
gave the finifhing hand to the fatal 
plan of Lope, and with the fame ad- 
vantages of language and wit, per- 
verted the minds of the people. His 
fcenes are repeated triumphs of vice, 
in which the fair fex are taught to 
R % facrifice 
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facrifice every thing to the imprefli- 
ons of love, to defpife the advice of 
tender parents, and yield to the inG- 
dious arts of feducers. He gives eve* 
ry encouragement to licentioufnefs 
and revel, and his wit was the more 
dangerous from being delivered with 
the molt beautiful expreffion ; his plots 
are well laid and ingenioufly fupport- 
ed, all which in fuch able hands 
might have been applied to the mod 
laudable purpofes ; though fome of 
Tiis plays have been more corred and 
efcaped the general cenfure. Solis 
is not inferior to Calderon in ele- 
gance and ftyie, particularly in La 
Gilanilla de Madrid* El Alcazar del Se~ 
creto, and Un Bobo hate ciento. Some 
of Moreto's comedies are not without 
merit, fuch as El defden con el defden x 

to 
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to which may be added, El Hechitado 
pot fuerza, written by Zamora, alfo 
his Cqftigo de la miferia, and fome. ci- 
thers, that do honour to his memory.. 

With refpe& to tragedy, they date 
it from the end of the 15th century, 
or beginning of the 16th, when Vafco 
Diaz Tanco de Fregenal produced 
three tragedies that never were 
printed, wherein they may difpute 
the palm with the italians, who havfe 
none of an earlier date than the So- 
phinijba of Treffino, and another on 
the fame fubje& in 1502, by Galeoto, 
marquifs of Carreto. To thefe may 
be added, the tragedies of Hernan 
ferez de Oliva, printed in 1586, La 
Vengenza de Agamemnon and La Hecuba 
Iri/te, compofed on the model of the 
R 3 greeks. 
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greeks. The two tragedies of Kife 
Lqfiimofa and Nife Laureada, by Ber* 
mudez, publifhed in 1577, have not 
only great variety of verfification and 
harmony of numbers, but infinite 
merit in their compofitions ; the 
fame may be faid of the tragedies 
of Juan de la Cueva ; as for thofe 
of Gabriel LafTo, they fall much 
jhort of the former, eithfer in lan- 
guage or invention. Cervantes 
praife* thofe of La IJabela % La Filis and 
La Alexandra, which were written by 
Lupercio de ArgenfoU- 

In 1609 five tragedies of Chrifto- 
val de Virues were printed, which 
had but a middling reputation, no- 
more than that 6f the Pompeyo of 
Chriftoval de Mela in 16 18: as to 

Lope 
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Lope de Vega, I feferve myfelf to 
ipeak to you more fully concerning 

him in my next letter. Little can 

be faid in favour of the tragedy of 
Dona Ines de Cqftro, by Mexia de la 
Gerda, or Los Siete In/antes de Lara % 
by Zarate, in 1651 , which, with fome 
other pieces void of particular merit* 
brings us near to the demife of 
Charles the 2d. 

Since the acceffion of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, the tragic raufe has 
been chatter, and the genius of the 
French drama has rendered them 
more corred. Don Auguftin de 
Montiano, in his tragedies of Virginia, 
and Ataulpho, publifhed in 1750 and 
1753, may be fliled the Spaniflh So- 
phocles, and be faid to be equal to 
R 4 Corneille 
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Corneille and Racine in the juftnef$ of 
the drama, uniting the fire of the 
Gallic eagle with the melody of the 
fwan. Mr. Hermilly has tranflated 
his Virginia into French, as well as 
his firft difcourfe upon Spanifh tra- 
gedy which precedes it, and to him, 
I muft refer you for the prefent. 

Adieu I 



LETTER 
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LETTER XV, 

f ketch of the life and charaSier of the famous 
poet Lope de Vega. 

MADRID, Auguft 15th, 1778. 

THOUGH I perfe&ly agree 
with you in opinion relating 
to our immortal Shakefpeare, yet I 
cannot refrain from doing that jus- 
tice to his contemporary Lope de 
Vega which his mod extraordinary 
talents deferve ; I fhall therefore at- 
tempt to give you the character of 
this great poet, which is no eafy 
tafk when his amazing abilities are 
confidered ; however, I fhall venture 
to proceed as this will be the laft let- 
ter I fhall wrije to you from hence. 

Lope 
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Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, born 
the 25th November 1562, was the fon 
of Felix Vega de Carpio, a gentleman 
of Madrid, who had the reputation 
of being a very good poet, a turn, 
which he obferved with rapture in 
his child fronl its infancy, and 
which the fond parent cherifbed with 
the greateft delight. At five years of 
age young Lope could read fpaniih. 
and latin fluently, and even make 
verfes whi<jh he exchanged with his 
fchool-fellows for pictures and other 
trifles. His father, charmed with 
this furprizing dawn of genius, fpared 
nO pains to cultivate a darling plant 
that feemed to encourage the -mo ft 
flattering expectations. At the age of 
twelve, Lope was matter of the latin 
tongue and the art of rhetoric; could 

dance 
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dance and fence with e^fe and dex- 
terity, and fing with a tolerable tafte. 
---Endowed with thefe accomplifh-? 
jnents, he became an orphan at his 
firft entrance into the world with ever 
ry preffure of diftrefs, and was taken 
Into the feryice of the bifliop of Avi- 
la, in whofe praife he wrote feveral 
pa ft orals, and made his firft drama- 
tic effay, with a comedy intitled La 
Pq/ioral de Jacinto. He foon after 
quitted his patron, went to the 
univerfity of Alcalla, where he ftudi- 
ed philofophy, and took a degree, 
then returned to Madrid and became 
cretary to the Duke of Alva, who 
entrufted him with his mod weighty 
concerns. Encouraged by his new 
Mecenas, he again tuned his lyre, 
?irid fung his praife in a poem inti- 
tled 
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tied Arcadia. About this time he mar* 
ried Dona I fab el a de Urbina, a lady of 
fafhion,on account of whofe gallantries 
he foon after fought a duel, and hav- 
ing grievoufly wounded his antago- 
nift, fled to Valencia, where he lived 
fome years ; after which he returned 
again to Madrid, where lofing his 
wife, he felt himfelf animated with 
a military ardour, and repaired to 
Cadiz to embark on board the great 
armada, fitting out by Philip the 2d f 
againft Queen Elizabeth. In this 
fleet he failed for Lilbqn in compa- 
ny with his brother, a lieutenant 
in the fpanifh navy* who loft his 
life in that expedition. Our poet 
had his fhare of the misfortunes of 
that difappointed fleet, and appeared 
^t Madrid without 3 fingle friend, 



/ 
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became fecretary to the marquifs of 
Malpica, and afterwards to the count 
of Lemos. Though his firfl marriage 
was fo unfuccefsful, he was in hopes 
of being mpre fortunate in that ftate 
with Dona Juana de Guardia, a lady 
* of rank whom he foon after loft. 
Inconfolable at thefe repeated af- 
flictions, he entered into the eccle- 
fiaftic ftate, was ordained a prieft 
and appointed head chaplain to 
a congregation of priefts at Ma- 
drid, though he ftill courted the 
mufes, making this the chief re- 
laxation that foftened his forrows. 
He was now in the zenith of his 
poetic glory, and his reputation be- 
came fo univerfaLthat pope Urban the 
eighth fen t him the degree of dodor in 
divinity, and the crofs of the order of 

Malta, 
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Malta, added to a lucrative pod in 
the apoftolic exchequer, which Lope 
held to his death, which happened 
in his feventy-third year, to the great 
regret of the court, and every learned 
man in the kingdom. The duke of 
Sefa, who was his patron and executor, 
caufed him to be interred at his own 
expence with fuch pomp and magni- 
ficence as had never been feen be- 
fore for a private perfon ; the duke 
invited all the grandees of the king- 
dom, who attended in perfon, in 
token of their concern at the lofs of 
fo diftinguifhed a chara&er. The 
funeral obfequies lafted three days, 
all the clergy of the king s chapel 
affifted, three bifhops officiated pon- 
tifically, and three of the moft elo- 
quent orators exerted themfelves ir* 

praife 
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praife of the deceafed, adding new 
laurels to the fame of Lope de Vega, 
with whom, when living, many 
princes gloried in being acquainted. 
Pope Urban wrote him a letter in 
anfwer to a dedication of his po- 
em in favour of Mary queen of 
Scots, intitled Corona tragicd de Maria 
Stuardo. Cardinal Barharini held a 
very intimate correfpondence with 
him, as did many other cardinals and 
noblemen, who courted his friend- 
ship. When be walked in the ftreets, 
he was gazed upon and followed 
as a prodigy, he was, moreover, load- 
ed with prefents, and by the ra- 
pid fale of his numerous works foon 
amafled a confiderable fortune, and 
acquired a capital of 150.000 ducats, 
befides his annual income of fifteen 

. ' hundred 
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hundred ducats, arifing out of his be- 4 
nefices and employments ; fo great 
was the fertility of his genius, the 
amafing readinefs of his wit and 
rapidity of thought, added to his 
animated expreffioh, that perhaps 
there never was a poet in the world, 
either antient or modern, ' that could 
be compared to hind. — His lyric com- 
pofkions and fugitive \ pieces, with 
his prbfe eflays,' form a collection of 
fifty volumes, befides his dramatic 
works* which make twenty-fix vo-~ 
lumes more ; excliifive of four hun- 
dred fcriptural dramatic pieces, call- 
ed in Spain Autos Sacramentales^ all 
which were fucceffively brought on 
the ftage; and what is ftill more ex- 
traordinary, fpeaking of his printed 
works, in one of his paflorals to 

Claudio 
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Claudio he fays they form the lead part 
of what flill remained in his clofet. 
It appears from his own authority, 
that he ufed conftantly to write five 
flieets a day, which multiplied by 
the days of his life, would make 
133,225 flieets; then reckoning the 
number of vsrfes correfponding to 
each (heet, it will appear that ex- 
clufive of profe he wrote 21,316,000 
verfes, an unheard of exertion and 
facility of verfification ! Our author 
poffefling an inexhauftible fund,, which 
like the fire of Vefuvius, continually 
afforded new matter, and blazed out 
inceflantly. So extraordinary was the 
rapidity of his genius, he would often 
finifh a play in twenty-four hours, 
and fome comedies in lefs than five 
^frours, with *s much corre&nefs and 

S elegance 
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elegance in his verfe, as the moft la* 
boured pieces of other writess of his 
time. Such was the contemporary 
of Sir Philip Sidney, Shakefpeare, 
and Spencer ; in his Laurel de Apollo 
he has celebrated all the good poets 
of his time, but none were more uni* 
verfally praifed from all parts than 
himfelf ; his furprifing faculties were 
fuch, that in his dramatic pieces he 
broke through all rules of art, yet 
fuch was his fuccefs, that he was 
conftantly the favourite of the pub- 
lic, and drew perpetual burfts of 
applaufe. — It was not his fault if 
his fucccflbrs had not his talents to 
conceal their defe&s, and only imi- 
tated his imperfections, rendering the 
Spanifh drama infupportable when 

deprived 
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deprived of the ibeauties, of Lope t 
this was fbrefeen by Cervantes, wh<* 
inepTOachea our poet with d^ftroying 
the rules of the drama, as laid down 
by theancientls/in order to court po- 
pular applaiife ; to obtain which he 
loft fight of every idea of nature* 
Or good tafle, adding, that the pro- 
bability of fable dwindled in his 
hands, and was wafted away by the 
enchanting magic of verfe ; all Unity 
of time and place was annihilated; 
his heroes came out of their cradles, 
and wandered from eaft or weft as 
lovers or combatants, put on the cowl 
of monks, diedin cloyfters,aad itforked 
miracles on the ftage. The fcene is 
tranfported from Italy to Flanders, 
and as eafily fliifted from Valencia to 
Mexko. Footmen difcourfe like 
S 2 courtiers, 
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courtiers, princes like bullies, and 
ladies like chambermaids. The a&ors 
appear iii legions, often feventy at a 
time, and ciofe with numerous pro- 
ceffions, which is flill kept up with 
us, as well as opening graves, and 
burying the dead, performing, the 
moft awful rites of mortality by way 
of amufement, which for my part I 
mud own makes my heart recoil at! 
the difmal fight ; nor can the moft, 
captivating language of Shakefpeare 
overcome my feelings at this glaring 
indecorum. 

So fenfible was Lope of the wild- 
nefs of his imagination, and how 
wantonly he fported with the confi- 
dence of the public, that fpeaking of 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, he acknowledges his fault in 
the following words : 

Mas ninguno de todos' llamar puedo 
Mas barbaro que yo, pues contra el arte 
Me atrevo a dar preceptos, y me dexo 
Uevar de la vulgar corriente, a donde 
Me llaman ignorante, Italia y Francia* ' 

And again, 

Y efcrivo por el arte, que inventaron 
Los que el vulgar aplaufo pretendieron 
Porque como los J>aga el vulgo, es Jufto 
Hablarie en necjo, para darle gufto. 

That is, " that he was fenfible of the 
reproaches Italy and France would 
make hipi for breaking through all. 
rules to pleafe the ignorant public, 
but fince it was they, that paid for it, 
they had a right to be pleafed in 
their own way." 

S3. I have 
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I have now given you both fides of 
the queftion, refpe&ing this great 
man ; were I to fpeak to you of his 
perfonal virtues, they are yet fuparior 
to* his literary talents. His benevo- 
lence and charity toward? the indi- 
gent and diftrefled was fp great, (hat 
he always extended his h$tyl t° the 
needy, infomuch that notwithftand-r 
ing hi? considerable fortune and in- 
come, not more than fix thoufand 
ducats Were found at his death*— 'Q 
illuftrioijs bard, if an Englifhman is, 
not capable of doing juftice to thy 
poetical numbers, and the harmony 
of tjhy yerfe, accept at leaft of this trir 
bute to the goadnefs of thy heaTk 
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LETTER XVI. 



City of Burgos. Tomb 0/ the Cid t and of king 
John the Second. 



BURGOS, 15th Aiignft, 1778. 

THE next day after I had the 
pleafure of addreffing my laft 
letter to you, I fet out from the 
town of Madrid, and paffing through 
Segovia and Valladolid, arrived at 
the antient city of Burgos, where I 
propofe making a halt for a few days, 
to enjoy a little reft after a fatiguing 
journey, and to look, about me in 
this venerable city, dwindled from 
its former fplendour, but ftill the 
refidence of many noble families, il- 
S 4 luftrious 
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luftrious for their lineage and milita- 
ry achievements. — Ip this city Ed- 
ward, of England, eldeft fon of our 
king Henry the 3d, was knighted in 
1254, by king Alfonfo the wife, and 
married the princefs Eleanor of Gaf- 
tile, that amiable woman, who when 
her hufband was wounded with a poi- 
foned arrow in Paleftine, fucked the 
venom out of the wound, and refto- 
red him to health. Nor was the 
Englifh nation wanting in acknow- 
ledgments to this affe&ionate prin- 
cefs, who dying of a fever on her 
journey to Scotland, was conveyed 
to Weftminfter with great funeral 
pomp, and elegant flone crofles were 
eredled at each place where the corpfe 
retted. — The cathedral of Burgos is a 
njoft magnificent ftru&ure iu the gq- 

thic 



J 
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thic tafle, and has a great refem- 
blance to York minfter. — As this is the 
country of that famous Spanifh hero 
JtodericDiaz de Bivar, commonly call- 
ed the Cid % who lived in the days of 
Ferdinand the ifl, I did not forget 
to vifit his fhrine at the church 
of San Pedro de Cardena y gbout fix 
miles from hence, belonging to the 
benedidine monks ; I went there 
with the fame curiofity as I fhould to 
view the tomb of Guy earl of War* 
wick, or apy of our renowned Eng- 
lift champions.— I accordingly mount- 
ed my courfer with becoming gravi- 
ty, and repaired to his tomb, which 
is in a particular chapel of the church 
of San Pedro* with the arms of all 
his relations depided on the walls f 
and a long fcroll <?f his genealogy and 

exploits. 
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exploits. In the veftry they have an 
original portrait of him, done imme- 
diately after his death. — His memory 
is held in fuch veneration, that the 
good man, who (hewed me every 
thing, twice called him a faint, but 
Hopped fhort and corre&ed himfelf. 
No warrior, however, has had to 
much Taid of him; he has a feparate 
chronicle, of his life and actions, in 
one volume in folio, printed in 155a 
by command of the infant Don Ferdi- 
nand afterwards emperor, who gave 
this coraraiffion to Velerado abbot of 
the convent of San Pedro. The wri- 
ter fays he extracted it from the origi- 
nal chronicle in the archives of that 
houfe; but in that he is miftaken, 
for it was not an original but an an- 
dent copy according to the teftimony 

of 
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df Berganza!, a monk of the fame 
houfe y who about twenty year* ago* 
published its antiquites, ' in two vo- 
lumes in folio, and fuppofes that the 
Original chronicle of the Cid was firft 
written in arabic, by a cohverte4 
moor, with his fon, who were fervants. 
tfc) the Cid, and was afterwards tranf? 
lated into Spanifh. The archbifliop 
of Toledo, and Don iJLucas de Tuy, 
are fpoken of in this chronicle; 
tho* they floutifhed in the middle of 
the 13th century, , and the Cid di- 
ed in iogQ, therefore this chronicle 
muft have been continued by ano- 
ther hand as father Sarmien to obferves, 
but without impeaching the veraci- 
ty of its contents. The general 
chronicle of Spain was compiled by 
order of Alfonfo the wife, yet whor 

ever 
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ever reads what is laid of the Cid, 
and vice verfa % will doubt whether 
the general chronicle was copied 
from that of the Cid, or the latter 
from the former: but they flill 
have their (hare of merit as far as 
they elucidate the manners and cus- 
toms of the times, when diverted 
of the fables and fuperftition with 
which they are clouded. Since the 
burning of Don Quixote's library, 
not only romances but' many of 
the chronicles are become very 
fcarce, and they are now reprint-* 
ing a general collection of ' them 
at Madrid. — In vain have I fearch- 
ed for Arlus de Bretana, who was turn** 
ed into a crow, fince which time no 
Englishman, according to Cervantes, 
will ever kill a crow. The *Jucida«» 

tioa. 
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tion of this point I muft leave to 
yourfelf. . . . 

To return to the Cid, everything 
belonging to this great warrior is 
facred; his fwords are admired and 
(hewn as great curiofities ; one of 
them is in the kings armoury at M a* 
drid, and is called Colada, in allu- 
fion to its fine temper ; on one fide it 
has thefe four letters si si. and on 
the other no no. According to Ga- 
ribay the hiftorian, the Cid took 
this fword from the Count of Barce- 
lona, when in arms againft the king 
of Aragon;— The other fword was call- 
ed the Tiwna % 4t The flaming fword," 
which he wrefted from Bucar lord of 
Tunis. This fword belonged after- 
wards to the Infant Don Ramiro of 

Navarre, 
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Navarre, from tohofe boufe it wa# 
given to the family of Peralta: San* 
doval, bifhop of Pamplona, in his 
chroni-cle defcribes this fword which he 
fcw r and fays, on one fide it had 
tljefe .words To Joy la Tifona que Jue he* 
xljta tn la- era de mil y quarenta. On the 
otter fide Ave Maria gratia plena. Do* 
ininus.r— The Cid was defcended from 
Lain Calvo, one of the judges of 
Caftile : he left two daughters, Dona 
Sola* married to the Infant Don Pe* 
dro eldeft fon of Peter king of Ata- 
goi?* andDona Elviha to.Dxm Ramon 
SatitHo, sldeft fon of Sancho Garcias 
king of Navarre. His panegyrifts 
have entered into endlefs details in. his 
praife; even his hotte Babieca has not 
been omitted/ and is faid to have 
liv^d. forty-four years. Having taken 

a folemn 
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a folerart farewell of this manfion* 
which was built on the remains of a 
palace belonging to this hero, I re* 
turned back to Burgos, linking off 
a little to the right, to vi&t'Mfoa* 
fiores a convent of Carthufians, given 
to that order by John the 2d king 
of Caftile, who is interred in their 
church before the great altar, and 
has a beautiful marble monument a* 
domed with infinite workmanflbip; 
This tomb the people call here d 
pantheon.*-! faw in the choir, an ori- 
ginal portrait of his daughter Ifabella 
queen of Caftile, who appears to 
have been very handfotbe. There ii 
a full length pufture of her in the pa* 
lace of Buen Retiro at Madrid. — You 
will fay that I have quitted my ground 
(inoe I have penetrated into old Caf- 
tile, 
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tile, and have dfeferted the poets 
for the chronicles, but allow me this 
digreffion in favour of a hero who 
infpired the great Corneille, and fur- 
nifhed a fubjed for the fublime geni- 
us of that celebrated poet.*— What 
would the bold Cid fay, if he was to 
appear again op the horizon ? If he, 
who to preferve his precedency broke 
the chair of the French ambaffador 
in the prefence 6f the pope, was to fee 
his own countrymen making peace 
with the moors, and foiiciting leave 
of the pope to eat £fh in lent. Not 
like the devout heroes of thofe and 
fubfequent times, when the Englifl^ 
and French, according loRapin, fought, 
a bloody battle juft before lent, to in- 
tercept a convoy of fifh, and num- 
bers 
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bfers loft their lives to afcertain who 
fhould dine on a herring. 

*3* In the reign of Henry VI. when John Duke of 
Bedford was regent of France in 14*9* he fent from 
Paris to the fenglilh army then befieging Orleans, a 
convoy of fait filh, the'lent feafpti being come, which 
with the artillery and ammunition, made near five 
hundred carts, under the command of fir John Faf- 
tolf, one of the bravefl generals in the Engliih army. 
The convoy was attacked on the road to Orleans, by 
the* Frenclj. puder the count of Clermont, at the head 
of three thoufand men, but they were repulfed with 
jrreat daughter by the Englifb, lofing fix fcore lords 
and abbut fix hundred men. This aftion was called 
" The battle of Herrings." 



,T LETTER 



274 ORIGIN OF 



LETTER XVII. 

Privileges of the different orders of nobility 
in Spain. 

B V R G O S, 4th Sept, 1778. 

YOU afk me what fort of figure 
the country gentlemen make in 
Spain, and who are the people Ailed 
Hidalgos. To the firfl I Ihall anfwer 
that as the Cortes, or parliaments have 
been abolifhed ever fince the accef- 
fion of the houfe of Bourbon, all the 
confequence of the country gentle- 
men has ceafed. The Hidalgos claim 
a defcent from thofe valiant foldiers 
who retired into Caftiie, and the 
mountains of Afturias, and other re* 

mote 
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mote parts of Spain, on the invafion 
of the moors, where having fortified 
thsmfelves, they fuccelEvely descend- 
ed into the plains, in proportion to 
the fuccefs of their arms: — from 
the notoriety of their perfons, or the 
lands they became poffefled of, they 
acquired the appellation of Hidalgos, 
notifies, Hidalgos de -filar conoc\do y or 
de cafafolariega; of thefe according to 
Hernando MexU, there, are three 
forts, the > ft. fodng lords of places, 
villages, towns, or caftles, from 
whence they took their firnames, as 
the Guzraans, Mendozas, Laras, Qui- 
vara*, and others ; the 2nd, who re- 
covered any fortrefs from the moors, 
as the Ponces oi Leon, and others; and 
the third fort, from the places where 
,they refided or held jurifdidion, as 
T 2 Rodrigo 
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Rodrigo de Narvaez was called of 
Antequera, from being Alcayde there/ 
But this definition is not confidered 
as exad or conclufive by Otalora, 
another civilian, who fays that the 
true meaning of Hidalgos de Jolar con- 
ocido is explained by the laws of Caf- 
tile, to be a well known manfion 
or pofTeffion, the nature of which is 
particularly explained in the laws of 
the partidas % lib! 5. tit. 35. which de- 
fcribe three forts of tenures called De- 
vifa, Sqlariega and Beheiria. By the firfy 
lands are devifed by the anceftor, 
folaris* tenure upon another perfon's 
manor, and obliges the owner to 
receive the lord of the fee when ne- 
ceffity obliges him to travel, and Be- 
hetria is in the nature of an allodium, 



In 
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In proportion as thefe Aborigines 
gained ground on the Moors, and in- 
creafed in their numbers, many pri- 
vate perfons 'diflinguifhed themfelves 
by their valour, and obtained tefti- 
monies of their fervices, called cartas 
de merced, .which ferved them as a 
foundation of their birth and good 
defgent, without which documents 
their pofterity could not make it ap* 
pear; and if from a lapfe of time, 
or oiher unavoidable accidents, fuch 
proof ihould happen to be loft, or 
deftroyed, the law affords them a re- 
medy under thefe circumftances, by 
a declaration importing, that fuch 
perfons as are fuppofed to have had 
fuch certificates, may be relieved by 
making it appear, that their ances- 
tors, time immemorial, h^YS always 
T 3 been 
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been held and reputed as Hidalgos, 
and enjoyed the privileges of fuch, 
from a ftrong prefamption in their 
favour; the poffeffion of land having 
equal force to any other document, 
which is fully fet forth in the prag- 
maiica of Cordova. To thefe ex- 
ecutory letters are granted, cartas m* 
ecutorias % expreflive of their privi* 
leges, and for the better regulation 
of thefe matters* proper officers are 
appointed in the chancery courts, 
called alcaldes de lor hidalgos, who sought 
to be hidalgos themfelvds, and hold 
jurifdidion in thefe cafes, and no o- 
thers ; but even here innovations 
have t^aken place, for as thefe grants 
flow from the fovereign, who is the 
fountain of honour, foxne are declar- 
ed Hidalgos de fangre, by right of de- 

fcent, 
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fcent, and others de prwUegio, or by 
office, in which, the will of the fove- 
reign has made amends for any de* 
ficiency of blood. 

There is a fet of people near Se- 
govia at a place called Zamarramala, 
who are exempt from tribute on ac- 
count of the care they take in fend- 
ing proper perfons every night to the 
caftle of Segovia to keep centinel — • 
one cries out Vela, vela, hao, and the 
other blows a horn, from whence 
they have been titled hidalgos by the 
horn. In Catalonia thofe gentlemen 
who are Ailed Hombresde Pareja, are 
confidered the fame as hidalgos^ in Ca- 
ftile, and were fo called from the. 
word parejar, to equip, this name 
being given as a diftin&ion by Bo- 
T4 relo 
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relo the 4th, count of Barcelona, at 
the fiege of that city in 965, who 
fumraoning all his vaflals to come to 
his afliftance againft the moors, nine 
hundred horfemen well mounted a.nd 
equipped joined him? and with their 
a,id he took the city, and this ap- 
pellation has been given in honoura- 
ble remembrance of this loyal a 61 ion. 

- You will of courfe be defirous to 
know what are the privileges that 
thefe noble Hidalgos enjoy ? The 
principal of them are as follows : 

1. The firft and greateft privilege 
whifch they hold by law is to enjoy 
all polls of dignity and honour in the 
church and ftate, with liberty when 
churchmen of having a plurality of 

benefices. 
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benefices. They are qualified for 
receiving all orders of knighthood, 
and are to be preferred in all em-r 
baffles, governments,, and public 
commiffions. 

, 2. When they are examined as 
witnefles in civil and criminal cafes, 
their depofititfns are to be taken 
in their own houfes, without being 
obliged to quit them to go to thofe 
of others. 

3. In all churches, proceflions and 
pther public ads or aflemblies, they 
are to have the next place of honour 
and precedency after the officers of 
juilice, conforming themfelves to 
particular cuftoras. 

4. They 
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4. They are not obliged to accept 
of any challenge for combat, fuppof- 
ing Rich were allowed of, but from 
thofe whci are tbeir equals, 

5. Though it is forbid to guardi- 
ans to purchafe tire eftates of minors, 
this does not extend to Hidalgos in 
whom the law does not fuppftfe any 
fraud, and they may purchafe them 
publicly* 

6. They, are permitted to be feated 
in courts of juftice in prefence of the 
judges, from the refped and honotut 
due to them. They have alfo feats 
in the courts of chancery, in confide* 
ration of their birth, which gives 
them a right to be near the perfons 
of princes. 

.7. TJiri* 
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7. Their perfoiis are free from ar- 
reft for debt, nor can any attachment 
be laid oh their dwelling houfes, fur- 
niture, apparel, artfts, horfes, or 
mules, in immediate ufe, nor can 
they make a ceffion of their eftates, 
nor be diftrefled in fuits of law, fur- 
ther th^n their circumftances will ad- 
mit of, but are to be allowed a rea* 
fonable and decent maintenance for 
their fupport. 

8. In cafes of imprifonment for 
criminal matters, they are to be 
treated differently from others. They 
are generally confined to their own 
houfes with a fafe guard, of undet 
arreft upon their honour, or allowed 
the city or town they live in, and in 
particular cafes are feu t into catties. 

9. When 
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9. When punifliments are inflided 
for criminal cafes, they are to be 
lefs fevere to them than to others, as. 
they are not to fuffer ignominious 
punifliments, fuch as public (hame, 
whipping, gallies, nor are they to be 
hanged, but beheaded, except in cafes 
of treafon or herefy.-- — {n cafes that 
do not imply a corporal pijnifliment 
but a pecuniary one, they are treated 
with more rigour, and pay a larger 
fine than others. 

i a. They are not to be put to the 
rack or torture, except for fuch hei- 
nous crimes as are particularly fpe?i~ 
fied by t^e laws. 

11. When there are title deeds or 
other writings or papers in which two 

Off 



k 
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or more perfons have an equal right 
or property, and require a particu- 
lar charge, they are to be given up 
by preference to the cuftody of an 
Hidalgo, if any of the parties are fuch. 

12. The daughter of an Hidalgo- 
enjoys every privilege of her birth, 
though married to a commoner, and 
a woman who is not an Hidalga* en* 
joys all thefe privileges when (he is a 
widow, following the fortune of her 
hufband.— -But if the widow is an 
Ifidalga, and the late hufband was a 
commoner, (he falls into the (late of 
her hufband after his death, though 
fhe had the privileges of her birth, 
during his life. 

13, They are free from all duties; 
called Pechos, Pedidos, Monedas, Marte- 

niegas 
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have no barons in Caftile, not only 
does not lofe her rank, but conveys 
her titles to her hufband, who holds 
them in right of his wife. 

Thefe are the general privileges 
which the Hidalgos enjoy ; there are 
fome others of lefs cqnfequence, as 
well as particular grants to certain 
perfops and families. An antient 
and ridiculous cuftom is faid to be 
obferved by noble ladies who are 
widows of plebeians, in order to re- 
cover their birthright, for which 
purpofe they carry a packfaddle on 
their fhoulders to their hufband's 
grave, then throwing it down and 
ftriking it three times, fay, " villain, 
take thy villainy, for I will abide by 
my nobility/' and then they recover 
theirgprivileges again. 
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As for the titles of mar^uifs and 
count, which are called Titles of Ca- 
Jtile^xYizy feem t6 be merely honorary, 
and give much the fame rank as 
our barohets do in England. The 
merchants of Cadiz feem fond of 
them, and when they grow rich, they 
are eafily obtained. 

The grandees of Spain form the 
true nobility of the country, and were 
Originally divided into three claffes/ 
the firfl had the privilege of fpeaking 
covered in the cortes in prefence of 
the king, the fecond were covered 
after they had fpoken, and the third 
were only ad honores % with the title of 
excellency, and the privilege of ap-* 
pearing with the others in public af- 
femblies ; fince the extinction of the 
U cortes, 
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corks, their privileges have- dwin- 
dled. When the death of the roaf- 
quifs de Valdermofo was meqtion- 
ed in the Madrid gazette, of the 
6th of April, 1773, as a Grandee of 
the fecond clafs, it was contradicted 
in the following one, adding that he 
only enjoyed the title act honores. 

The oldeft duke in Spain feems to 
be the duke of Medina Sidonia, 
which title was firft granted by king 
John the fecond the 17 th of February 
1445, to John Alpnfo de Guzman, 
third count of Niebla. Our oldeft 
duke at prefent in England, is de- 
fcended from Charles Howard, cre- 
ated duke of Norfolk by Richard the 
third, on June 28th, 1483, 






If 
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If a$er this, you a& me what fort 
b£ a li,fe the hidalgqs lead ? I mud in- 
form you, it is much the fame with that 
of Don. Diego de Miranda; in Dan 
Quixdte, who gave the following ac- 
count of himfelf. 44 My name is Don 
44 Diego de Miranda ; I %x&%nhidalgQi 
44 and a -native of the village, where 
11 With God's permiiEon, we (hall dine 
44 to day ; my fortune is more than 
44 moderate, and I live With my wife, 
''children and friends 1 ; my chief 
44 amufements are hunting and fifh- 
44 ing, yet I have neither hawks nor 
14 greyhounds, but fome decoy par- 
44 nidges, and a bold ferret ; I have 
44 about fix dozen of books, fome in 
" Spanifh, and others in latin, a few 
14 of hiftory, and others of devotion ; 
" thofe of knight errantry I have not 
U 2 " yet 
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" yet fuffcred to come within my 

u doors* I delight (#) more in pro- 

*AU thefe fines in the text after this mark* to the 
end of the paragraph; are omitted in the new tranfla- 
tion of Don Quixote, by Charles Henry Wilmot, Efq* 
London, 17.74, as well as thofe Knes which immedi- 
ately follow here. — 

ci Sancho, who was alt attention to the account 
which the Hidalgo gave of his life and manners, which 
feemed to him to be commendable and holy, and that 
fuch a good liver ought to work miracles, threw him* 
,felf off from his afs, and with great hurry ran to- 
wards Don Diego, and laid hold of his right ftirrup, 
and with a fervent heart, and tears in his eyes, kified 
his foot many times ; which being obferved by the 
Hidalgo, What are you about brother? he faid, 
what does this mean ? permit me to proceed, (aid 
Sancho, for your worflup feems to me to be the fixft 
faint I have ever feen on horfeback, I am no faint, 
anfwered the gentleman, but a great {inner; but you, 
good brother, are a worthy man, from the fimplicityof 
your manners. Sancho returned to his faddle, hav- 
ing at laft extorted a {mile from the truly melan- 
choly afpeft of his mafter, and caufed further admira- 
tion to Don Diego. — Don Quixote afked him how 
many children he had, Sec. 

44 fane 
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" fane books than in devout ones, 
44 provided that they are not immo* 
44 ral; that the language is elegant, 
44 and that the mind is captivated 
44 with the ingenuity of their inven- 
44 tion, though of thefe we have few 
44 in Spain. I fometimes dine with 
11 my neighbours and friends, and of- 
44 ten invite them ; my repafts are 
44 plain and neat, but plenty dwells 
f4 under my roof. I never find fault 
14 with my acquaintance, nor do I con- 
44 fent to the murmurs of others in 
' 4 my prefence. I don't pry into the 
44 life and converfation of my neigh- 
41 bours, norjook fliarply into their 
44 adions. I hear mafs every day, 
44 divide my eftate with the poor, 
M without making boafts of my cha- 
" rity, not to let hypocrify or vanity 
U 3 4C take 
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C4 take poffeffiota of toy heart, ene- 
44 tnies that gently fteatl upon the mot| 
41 guarded mind's. I endeavour tq 
4t reconcile thofe who are at variance, 
44 I am devoat to tfee Virgin Mary, 
" 4 and I place tny ^titfft in the in* 
*' finite mercy of God." 

With refped to theik- lineage, if y oil 
want further information, consult 
PenafieldeConttreraS, a famous Spa- 
nish antiquary, who, itt compliment 
to Philip the 3d, dre(v tip a genealo- 
gical tree of one hundred and eigh- 
teen defcents, from Adam down to 
that fovereign ; and, to pleafe the 
then prime minifler, duke of Lerma, 
of the houfe of Guzman, he formed 
another pedigree of one hundred and 
twenty-one defcents, alfo from Adam 

dowft 
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down to the duke, connecting him 
with the fovereign, in the perfon of 
Tros, king of Troy, "(great grand 
father of Priam and iEneas) by his 
two fons Affaraciis and Ilus ;. from 
one of which Philip defcended, 
and the minifter from the other ! 
What a contagious -diftemper is flat- 
tery, and how rapidly it iSies; from 
pole to pole. In the north, John 
Mjlfen paid a fimilar compjLiment, 
deduced from Adam, to his-fovereign 
the king of Sweden ; and> ^Uiam 
Slater did as. mucfy for Jamep th& 
ill, king of Great-Britain. 

' . , ■ i Adieu I , .'. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Lordjhip of Bifcay. — Antient poetry in the Vafi 
qtenje language. 

BILBAO; Oaober 10th, 1778. 

AFTER travelling over a great 
many mountains, I at laft ar- 
rived at this pleafant town, which 
clofes my expedition through the 
Spanifh dominions. As for the an- 
tient language of this country called 
the VafcUenfe, we are the more per- 
plexed and in the dark, as all the 
books extant in that language are. 
modern ; fo that, it is a very difficult 
matte* to give any precife ideas o? 
fix any ftand^rd of their tongue, and 

muqh 
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much lefs of their poetry, as the na- 
tives feem to have referved a parti- 
cular corner of Parnaffus to them- 
felves, in which they have neither 
rivals nor competitors. 

If the poem in Vafcuenfe mention- 
ed by Argote de Molina in his dif- 
courfe on fpanifh poetry is as antient 
as the a&ions which it relates ; we 
fhould have a tolerable document 
to form a judgement of the poetry 
of thefe people, about the beginning 
of the fourteenth century, that is to- 
wards the year 1320. If we exclude 
this record, we have no other fpeci- 
men of their poetry, except fome 
fpiritual hymns of Juan de Arambu- 
ru, and thofe of Bernardo de Gazte- 
luzar printed at Pau in 168 6, and a- 

nother 
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nother anonymous poet ntehtioned 
by Larranrendi. The moft Famous 
of their poets is faid to be Juan de 
Echeverri, a Do&or in Divinity, who 
compofed the life, of Chrift and of 
fome faints, in this ancient verfe, 
which werfe printed at Bayohhe in 
1650. — As for my part I have in 
vain ftudied the language in the 
grammar of Laramendi, and am 
willing to take the people on their 
words, who affure me it is very har- 
monious ; nor can I give you any Fa- 
tisfaj&ory account of the antiquity of 
the inhabitants who are fuppofed to 
liave peopled Ireland. The irifli an- 
tiquaries agree that the colonies of 
Milefians came from Brigintia to 
Ireland, and OTlaherty and Keating 
aflert, that Flbrian de Ocafflp*> ah 

old 
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(bid fpanifli #fitei\ proves in his chro- 
nicle, that the Bri£antines of Ire- 
land 6\ve theit origin to Spain, and 
Fo p&lfed' ihto Wates; but for my 
part, as I am as little verfed in the 
irifh tongue as I am ih the fcifcayan, 
it is not in toy jpoWer to give you 
any lights on this fubje&. ----- Who 
knows? if I had had the good for- 
tune to read the poems of OfSan 
In thq original, perhaps it might have 
afforded'fome affiilance~ and I might 
have recovered from obfcurity feme 
Bifcay warrior, like Fin gal, who lord- 
pd it rtiet- thefe mountains, and per- 
haps did feats tvhith the moft harmo- 
nious Verfes have done juftice to, that 
tiow lie buried beyond the reach of 
pur moft profound antiquaries. 

The 
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The inhabitants of the lordfhip of 
Bifcay, as a free people, enjoy a great 
many exclufive rights and privileges* 
beyond the Caftilians, or any other 
fubjefls of Spain. Thefe rights are 
fet forth in a folio entitled, El Fuero 
de los CavaUeros de Vifcaya, Medi- 
na 1575, which book I have fought 
for in vain, as well as a geographic 
poem defcribing the kingdom of Ga- 
licia, in alexandrine verfe, by Luis 
de Molina, printed at Mondouedo, 
in 1550. • t : 

. An irifhman, whofe name is William 
Bowles, who having been employed 
for thefe twenty years as an engineer 
in the king of Spain's fervice, and has 
travelled over mod parts of Spain, 
has lately published fome very curi- 
ous 



SPANISH POETRY. 301 
ous memoirs at Madrid, dedicated to 
the prefent king of Spain, intended 
as an introduction to the natural hif- 
tory and phyfical geography of that 
kingdom; amongft other things he 
has given a pretty full account of the 
genius and manners of the Bifcayans, 
and has taken fome pains to draw a 
comparison between therat and the' 
antient irifli ; but this point ftill ad-< 
mits of further illuftratibn, from the 
very precarious foundation of all rca- 
foning, arifing merely on a fiippofed 
fimilitude of manners and cuftoms : 
tho* I readily agree with him in the 
account he gives of their hofpitable 
difpofition and chearful temper, ad- 
ded to the utmoft induftry in culti- 
vating their rugged mountains, by 
which means they have rendered the 

greateft 
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greateft part of their country both 
pleafant and fruitful. They, more* 
over, apply themfelves clofely to fo^ 
reign commerce and navigation, hav- 
ing been always deemed induftiious 
tracers, and expert, and fkilfui mati* 
ners, infomuch that for the whale 
fifhery fo far back as 1575, t ^ e $98" 
lifh merchants were obliged to lend 
to Bifcay/or men Jkilful in the- cqtckin^ 
of the whale, end ordering of the oii\ 
and one cooper, Jkilful tofet up the flawed 
cqfk. It further appears, that we not 
only loft all memory of that trade for 
many centuries, which we had known 
in the days of king Alfred, but that; 
the Bifcayans carried it on long be- 
fore we attempted it again, as well 
on account of the oil as for the 
whalebone : the firft Englifh fhip 

that 
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that went on that trade into the bay 
of St. Lawrence, according to Hack- 
luyt, in 1594, found part of the car- 
goe of two Bifcay fliips that had been 
wrecked there, three years before. 
But, becaufe I am drawing nearer to 
England, you will fay, I am again 
running into digreflions, and it mat- 
ters not, who had that fifhery or any 
other maritime commerce at that time, 
provided we can hold it at prefent, 
and make good the old maxim, Im-~ 
perator Mam % Term Dominus. 



L ET TER 
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LETTER XIX. 



'Departure from Bilbao for England by fea. Sen* 
fence of the inquifition againft Don Pablo de 
Qlavide. 



SlLBAO, 16th Dec. I77&» 

IH A V E been detained in this 
country longer than I expe&ed, 
waiting in hopes of a friend who was 
defirous of coming to England along 
With me ; this delay, however, ha* 
enabled me to furnifh you with a very 
extraordinary piece of news, no lefs 
than the fentence of the Inquifition, 
againft an unfortunate gentleman, 
who at one time was in high favour 
at court, and from whofe abilities 
the greateft expectations were formed. 

You 
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You may perhaps have heard, fome 
years ago, of the proje£ls of this go- 
vernment to colonife the defert 
mountains of Sierra Morena, in An- 
dalufia. The Cedula y or grant for 
this undertaking was iffued by the 
king in 1767, and contains 79 arti- 
cles. The intention of the court was 
to invite 6000 catholic germans and 
flemings; who were to be fettled there 
with proper encouragement, in order 
to introduce agriculture and manu- 
factures, as well as population in that 
defolate diftrid, for the carrying on 
of which the infpe&ion and manage- 
ment of the whole was given to Don 
Pablo de Okvide, ajfvfiente, or gover- 
nor of Seville, from whofe knowledge 
and patriotism h was expeded a flou- 
riihing colony would foon arife ; ac- 
, X cordingly 
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cordingly feveral towns were built, 
and the country foon began to wear 
a new afpe&, but unfortunately this 
gentleman was fome time ago taken 
up at Madrid, hurried away from his 
houfe, and confined in the dark pri- 
fons of the inquifition, and after a 
long and painful imprisonment, was 
brought in the moft humiliating man- 
ner before his judges, and the fol- 
lowing fentence, which I indole you 
herewith, pronounced againft him, 
on which I fhall make no comments, 
as your own judgement will give you 
an idea of the benevolence and libe- 
rality of fentiment that reigned in 
that affembly ; fhew you the weight 
of the charge; the manner by which 
it is proved j and of courfe how far 
he was deferving of the dreadful 

punifli- 
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|HiriiOirttent that followed: by which 
ihp prifoiier without having his loy- 
alty or fidelity to his fovereign called 
in queflion, becomes the moft unhap- 
py fubjedi poffible and in an infinite- 
ly worfe ftate than the moft wretched 
perfon in the kingdom. 

I now lay down my fpariifti lance, 
as well as the golden helmet of Mam- 
brino, and am haflening home as 
faft as poffible, refejrving only my 
Toledo blade, made by that famous 
artift Andrew Ferrara. — The din of 
War founds Conflantly in my ears ; it 
is tod lace at prefent to look back ! 
If I fall, may it be glorioufly in de- 
fence of my country, my beloved 
country, whofe rights I fervently 
wifh may ever remain inviolate ! let 
X 2 v who 
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who will be the invade*. — Methinks 
I fee you call a difdainful look to- 
wards the fpanifh mufe; let me then 
have recoarfe to your admired Pe- 
trarch, and in bidding farewell to 
the continent, as I fhall embark at 
this port, I clofe our correfpondence 
with the following lines of that fe- 
vourite poet : 

Del etfipia Babilonia ond e fugitta: 
Ogni vergogna, ond ogni bene e fiiori* 
Albergo di dolor, madre d'errori 
Son fugit io per allungar la vita. 
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Narrative of an Auto de Fe, held the 
97th of November, 1778, in the caufa 
of Paul de Olavide, before Don Jofeph 
EfcalWi and Don Bernardo Loigorri, 
inquifitors of the court, with the ajjijl^ 
ance of fever al perfons of rank called to 
attend thereat, who were not even 
charged with filence, out of charity t as 
is cuftomary onfimilar occqfions. 

PRESENT, 

Puque de Granada and Count of Mora 
his chaplain Mofa Duke of Abrantes 
Xaraba Don Jofeph Eulate 

Cerda Don Ant. Monfagrati 

Don Patricio Buftos Don Manuel Trevifano 
Don Rofendo Paraf- Don Julian de San 
puelo Chriftobal 

Marcjuifs de Cafe- El Maeftro Virgala 
trcmanes Dpminico 

DukeofHijar El Maeftro Ibaretta 

Marquifs of Belamazan Benedidfcino 

X3 The 
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The abbot of St. Martin The Marquis dfc 1$ 

Don Juan de la Rofa Hinojofa 

The Vicar of Toledo DonJuanValcarcelCa- 

Santa Maria nario 

Father Cardenas a Ca- Don Antonio Angoftq 

-puchin Colonel 

El Maeftro Magin With other perfons of 
Mercenarian - diftindtion to the 

Another Maeftro of number of forty, 
the fame order 

4i The accufed made his appearance 
in a yellow robe with a green taper 
in his hand* and was ordered to fit 
on a bench oppofite to the ifiquift-^ 
tors, who had a table before them, 
pvered with the papers relating ' to 
the procefs. One of the fecrefiariefc 
began to read a fummary of the qaufe 
which was followed by other papers, 
and continued till noon ; at which 
time they had gone through the 

whole, 
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whole, having begufc at eight in the 
morning. 

" Thedepofitionsof the prifoner were 
read, taken after his confinement in 
the prifons of the holy office, in which 
he divided his life into three epochas. 
The firft comprehends the fpace of 
thirty years, in Lima, and in Spain ; 
with refpe& to his notions, in which 
though weak and a finner, he confef- 
fes his true and folid fentiments con- 
cerning religion, articles of faith, 
dogmas, rites, and cuftoms of the 
church ; as well as want of that im- 
provement he afterwards acquired in 
the fecond period. This includes 
the fpace from his tour into foreign 
parts, where lofing his temporal feli- 
city, and jealous of that of others in 
X 4 Spain, 
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Spain, he formed to hirafelf his new 
maxims; acquired much knowledge 
in every branch of fcience, became 
acquainted with Voltaire and Rouf- 
feau, and other free-thinkers, whom 
he argued with, to fee if they could 
convince him : thus ftifling the qualms 
of his own conscience, he gave him? 
felf up to his opinions and plea-, 
fures. The third period includes/ 
from the year 1767, down to the pre- 
fent time, when full of prp-occupa- 
tions, and falfe ideas of the abufes of 
the regular and fecular clergy ; his at? 
tendon to population ; his falfe no- 
tions of the prerogative, caufing 
impediments to the happinefs of 
ftates ; the fetters of religion ; and opi- 
nions of the Romans ; he gave up his 
whole thoughts to the fettling new 

colonies 
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polonies in the Sierra Morena ; and 
taken up with his own ideas, he fpoke 
without refle&ion, with temerity, with 
imprudence, urged on by his op- 
ponents, concerning the fallibility of 
the pope, the tribunal of the inqui- 
fition, and of all thofe things which 
in his opinion, might retard or im- 
pede his proje&s : protefting that 
all, that had been faid and rer 
ported, had been ftrained into a dif- 
ferent fenfeby his hearers, and others, 
who might have been fcandalized 
thereat. 

" Thefe declarations were followed 
by the depofitions of feventy-eight 
wi.tneffes, who certify feparately and 
jointly all the novelties, we find dif- 
feminated amongft the free-thinkers 
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palliated, by faying, that in his opi- 
nion, if they had lived in thefe times, 
in which the mind has been fo much 
improved by philofophy, they would 
have reaped greater profit, and when 
charged with his contempt of the 
moft facred myfteries, he retorts it up- 
on the abufes of the clergy and hy- 
pocrites, on which head he fpoke ir- 
reverently of confeffion and pafchal 
communion. In this manner he ex- 
culpates himfelf from a number of 
accufations, brought againft him in 
the Plenarium, wherein 90 witneffes 
fpeak more fully and openly. 

4 c He is moreover convi&ed by pa- 
pers of his hand writing, as well as 
his own letters, which he has folemn- 
ly avowed; the fpies and ftratagems 

have 
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have been discovered by which, he 
endeavoured to perfuade the witnef* 
fes, to recede from their firft depofir 
tions ; alfo his intercepting and openi- 
ng the letters of the inquifition and 
falfe anfwers given to hide his fecrets 
and intentions; the confidents em<* 
ployed in fhefe a&s, and the inftrucr 
tions given by means of thefe thefts, 
^nd other arts, by which he difcover- 
ed all the proceedings of the inquir 
fition, and their defigns ; in a word, 
every method which human inven- 
tion could devife tp overfet the pro- 
ceedings, 

. * fc That the Roman Emperors were 
kctter than many holy kings % he explains 
merely with refpe& to natural vir- 
uses. That he ridiculed the religir 

PUS 
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ous men of the order of St. Petetf 
of Ateantafa when in Rome, who 
ptefenting themfelves to him on 
viewing ,the Capitol, he confefles, ac- 
knowledging that their poverty and 
nakednefs cooled his enthufiafm in 
their favour. Of this kind there are 
an infinity of inftances throwing a 
ridicule on the mod faered fubje&s. 
He calls the inftitution of the Car- 
thufians barbarous, and if he preferred 
the ftate of matrimony to celibacy 
and fpoke with contempt of the reli- 
gious vows of an afcetic life, and df 
continency, it was only to enconrage 
propagation in a holy manner, being 
fo much wanted in Spain : that all 
he had faid, and done, in the new 
fettlements, was to correal the abufe 
of alms, to encourage labour, and to 

banifh 
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banifti idlenefs, to which the fettlers 
were prone* under pretence of going 
to mafs, and other devotions in the 
churches. For his indecent pictures, 
and his portrait* holding a pi&ure 
of Venus and Cupid, he lays the 
blame on the painters of Geneva, 
who did • them without any orders 
from him. The enthufiafm of Cm- 
fades and the increpatiojas of Sl Ber- 
nard, who encouraged them fo 
flrongly ; attributing, the fales made 
by the faithful of their eftates, with 
hopes of acquiring better in the hoi/ 
laud, to the intrigues of the clergy* 
to get poffejfion of them, he repre- 
fents, as merely difcourfe held in the 
jaame of thofe* who afferted fuch blaf* 
phemies in their writings : and the 
fame excufe is given by him, when he 

is 
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•is convi&ed of having chara&crifed 
the order of St. Francis with igno- 
rance, for fecuring a livelihood at 
the expence of the public by repre- 
fenting poverty as honourable. In 
a word, all that St. EVremont de- 
claimed againft the inftitutes of 
Regulars ; with what was publifhed 
before the councils of Conftance and 
of Trent, and the fubtilities of the 
prefent times, under a pretext of the 
public good, and the advantage of 
the fubje&; all this, is comprifed 
under different heads in this fuit. 
All that we hear from the literati of 
the prefent age, the writings of free 
thinkers, and what thefe oracles an- 
nounce, as proceeding from prepof- 
feffions, " touching the jurifdicSion 
in no wife coercive of the church; 

all 
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all th'efe are proved in the procefs ; 
many arc eonfeffed and many ill ex- 
cufed, which are infinite in number ; 
and time would be wanting, were I 
to name many other circumftances 
of this kind. They are more than 
fufficient to pronounce him a formal 
heretic, to confifcate all his eftates, 
declare him incapable of all honours 
and dignities ; to be banifhed from, 
the court, royal feats, new colonies, 
Lima, and Seville 20 leagues round. 
To be fhut up eight years in a con- 
vent, where he is to read The Symbol of 
faith of Father Luis de Granada, and 
The incredulous without excufe, of Father 
Seneri, with other lefs penalties, and 
to confefs his fins once a month. 
The inquifitor general pardons him 

from 
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fiomthefambenito(a), and he appeared 
hi public without his ctofs of knight- 
hood of the order 6f St. James. 

(zfj The Jaikberiito, (kys< A Spaniih writer, is a gaN 
Jnertf: Covering' the bi^eaf) and fhoulders and wore by. 
<a reconciled penitent at his trial before the in<jui- 
fitors. The name is an abbreviation of the words 
fared btnedi&o, "blcffedl garment." In trre -primitive 
church penitents were clothed in robes bleffcd by 
the ijifhpp .or, prieft, and they flood with them 
at the door of the church till they had performed 
their penances, "were abfolved from their fins and 
idmitted again into the ttfrfom of the church ; which 
tnftom has been imitated by the inquifition, info- 
rnuch that, though in the eyes of the world it is ig- 
" fiominious and affronting ; if thofe that wear it, 
continues the fame profound writer ! accept with pa- 
tience, what may be faid of them by the vulgar, 
it may be of great merit in the fight of God.— - 
Tefero de la Lengua Cajlellana, por fcfc t>on Sabajliari 
de Cobarruvias Orozco cafellan de Su Mageftad confultor 
del Santo Oficio de la inquifxeion. Madrid, 1611 

Y On 
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44 Qn hearing the fentence and Brick 
injjvhimfelf declared a ferMal heretic^ 
he faid, not Jo % and fell from the 
bench like one iii a fit* he. made ± 
iblemn abjuration, aft^r a protefta- 
tion, of faith; was abfolved fropi 
c^rifures, with all the formalities of 
the facred canons, and became the 
greateft objed of compaffion. He de* 
clared in writing, that the tuiftoft ri- 
gour was nothing when compared to 
his wickednefs, and all appearances 
feem to befpeak repentance, bift di 
dccultis non Judical eccle/ia ?* 
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